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N suggest about what baptism means?

o Jesus's baptism in Luke 1:21-22. What dg
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your experience with baptism suggest
Jersonal conversion?
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] | discipline. Despite perennial efforts to domesticate and tame God,
4 rg?j}’ltuz of Jesus Christ makes the most liberal among us seem reactionary.
ﬁe-g;e thing that clearly signals that the Gospels were meant to challenge

- _ . than to provide specific solutions to life’s dilemmas, for example, is
rather

th nsion that appears throughout the Gospel according to Luke between
2 ..P'te

B erty and possessions, between the renunciation of possessions on the
) -9"13;1 d and the equally demanding emphasis on using our possessions to
- onexn

help others.

[t is difficult to clear a path between the challenges of personal renuncia-
tion and proper use. The two perspectives—complete abandonment on the
one hand and using possessions wisely on the other—indicate that it is wise
to be wary of one-verse Christianity.

It helps me when reading God’s word to think of Nicodemus, who
thought he had things pretty much together. He came to Jesus looking for an
answer. Jesus proposed a question. Nicodemus came to hear a new thought.
Jesus suggested a new way of thinking. Nicodemus walked (John 3:1-21).

I have a rubber stamp that says, “The Episcopal Church: resisting sim-
plistic theology since 1785.” We resist simplistic theology by doing our soul
searching not only with the Bible, not only with tradition, not only with our
God-given reason and life experience, but with all three: testing each one with
the other two. You may have heard that referred to as the Anglican three-

legged stool: scripture, tradition, and reason combined with life experience.

God'’s word comes in image (“The kingdom of God is like . . .”) and com-
mission (“Go and make disciples . . .”) and mystery (“Unless you are born
from above”) and question (“Who do you say that I am?”), It is more about
personal response (“Here am I, send me”) than about hard and quick answers.

On the one hand, the Bible is the word of God; on the other hand, only

Jesus is God’s Word. For Christians—obviously this would not be so for
Jews, for Muslims, for Buddhists, or for other non-Christian believers in
God—God’s most focused, God’s clearest self-disclosure is not the Bible but
Jesus Christ, whose life, death and resurrection are windows into God’s love,
God's mercy, God's compassion, God'’s forgiveness.

God’s word always comes to us in the flesh. Reading the Bible can be a
walk with Nicodemus or a walk with Jesus. Choose Jesus.

——— et

—
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difficult to clear a path between the challenges of personal renuncia-
4 proper use. The two perspectives—complete abandonment on the
hd and using possessions wisely on the other—indicate that it is wise
of one-verse Christianity.

helps me when reading God’s word to think of N icodemus, who
he had things pretty much together. He came to Jesus looking for an
esus proposed a question. Nicodemus came to hear a new thought.
gested a new way of thinking. Nicodemus walked (John 3:1-21);

¢ 2 rubber stamp that says, “The Episcopal Church: resisting sim-
theology since 1785.” We resist simplistic theology by doing our soul
ing not only with the Bible, not only with tradition, not only with our
i reason and life experience, but with all three: testing each one with
er two. You may have heard that referred to as the Anglican three-
ol: scripture, tradition, and reason combined with life experience.

S word comes in image (“The kingdom of God is like . . .”) and com-
Go and make disciples . . .”) and mystery (“Unless you are born
e’) and question (“Who do you say that [ am?”). It is more about
response (“Here am I, send me”) than about hard and quick answers.
e one hand, the Bible is the word of God; on the other hand, only
s Word. For Christians—obviously this would not be so for
Muslims, for Buddhists, or for other non-Christian believers in
S most focused, God’s clearest self-disclosure is not the Bible but
st, whose life, death and resurrection are windows into God’s love,
¢y, God's compassion, God’s forgiveness.

'S Word always comes to us in the flesh. Reading the Bible can be a
sWith Nicodemus or a walk with Jesus. Choose Jesus.

here can I find a Bible?” a woman asks at a bookstore. In a New York

cartoon, the clerk tells her to look under self-help.

The Bible seems not to have a place in contemporary culture; many have
trouble knowing what to make of it. Biblical literalists have added to the cons"
fusion. For the Bible is neither self-help, nor a rulebook, nor God’s answers ,..__.
moral questions, and certainly not a weapon with which to put others dow

The Bible is about God, not about us. People like us wrote it to tell how
they experienced God. “God is like this for me,” they say, or “This is howl
experienced God,” or “This is how the Risen Christ came into my life, as&
gardener, a stranger on the road, a trusted friend, a visitor on the shore. He
cooked breakfast for us. He broke bread with us.” Their stories are meant
for wonder.

A key moment in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, an approach to
the religious formation of children rooted in the Bible, liturgy, and M
tessori principles, is when the teacher, after telling a story from the Bi
looks into the eyes of the children, respecting each as persons, and says s
ply: “I wonder . ..

‘I wonder why does Jesus love the sheep . . . why did the shepherd le:
the ninety-nine to find the one that was lost . . . I wonder . . . what Andre
thought when Jesus said, ‘Follow me’. .. I wonder . . . does Jesus say that?
tome...Iwonder...what does that mean?”

Our scriptures, especially the Gospels we have accepted as normative
life, are radically challenging writings. For God is always in front of us, ¢2
ing us to be our best selves.

The Gospels may be the most radical writings we could ever read
indeed, we read them as a soul searching, open-hearted, open-



BIBLE STORIES 35

A Library of Books

CHAPTER TWO
= The word “bible”

‘ Notice HMWH MNN_NMM Mﬁwmm from the Greek word biblios, which means book
: . 5 housed in a obm-vooﬂ Ma_u& You nwb think of the Bible as collection of Ho )
w — U —. m m.ﬁ O —.— mm ! BY -mine tn the Ju Mﬂ HE..%. This library is comprised of sixty-six UOMMQ.
i v di is mnﬁ@ﬁﬁmw and twenty-seven in the Christi ks:
. iscuss below, in addition to these sixty-six books %M_Wmndw-
7] oman

. Catholic an 3
1 rypha. WcoMﬁWM MHM_MHMWMWMWMQM:ME&MSdnsw,@ some call the Apoc-
book helps : est thought of as a libra
mnmamncﬂmwmhw Mwﬁﬂ#mw H.EM ﬁ.v the m.moﬂ that its contents amDmmMMMMr,MHH . w
- howtoapproach nmwﬂ.do. — which they were developed. It also su ﬁMo
the shelf in a libra .Hﬂbm WH. First of all, just as we don’t take the first comw mM
page one and noENM might not be helpful to begin reading the Bible s%%
many books in a Eﬁmm ﬁovﬂwm end. Generally, we choose a book from amo
. particular interest ,EN Oﬂma o,b what question we want to explore or obm
#Ppointed for mE:.mm s th urch’s Sunday lectionary—the cycle of amm&dﬁ
~ Ond, just as a :Fmﬂ.vw\no Mo.cmroﬁ the year—is largely not consecutive momm
| @0 reflect many types Mm_.a many kinds of books, the books of the .Ezm
~ tegal documents, poet r:maﬁcam. The Bible includes histories, sermons
etause each is writt Jw %Bw@ romances, stories of intrigue, and let ’
en for a different purpose, we read them &mmmamu&vwoa.

A Walk with Jesus and God
art of the history of

d imagine your own journey as p
ive and chrono-

Walk with Jesus an

the people of God told in the Bible. The Bible isn’t a cohes

logical narrative. It is collection of stories, songs, and prayers for and about

special gatherings, important events, and family trips. It tells us something

about who God is and who we are as people of God. The primary charac-
ible tells of God’s creative and redeem-

ters are God and God's people. The B
actions throughout history as understood from the perspective of God's

ing
people. Through these stories, prayers, and songs we see threads of common
traditions, identities, and cycles of creation, sin, redemption, and restoration. -
ry filled with love, commu= The Jewish and Christian Scriptures

The Bible is an honest account of human histo

nity, and faithfulness as well as tricksters, murder, he ible has two mai
Bible and the Old Testas major parts—the Jewish scriptures (Old Testament) and
n

The Jewish scriptures (also called the Hebrew :  Christian s criptures (New T
ment) teach us about God and God’s relationship with God’s chosen vmow_m of “testament” p om,M. h mmSBwbc. We use the word “scripture”
God initiates this relationship with a covenant in which God promises 105 d New Hmmﬂmamdmv H s da\m:_m most people use the terminolog
love, guide, and provide for the people. In turn the Israelites promise to WO S atents. The Old and \Z mm M,Ho& testament” doesn't accurately Hmnmnm
ship the one God and live by God's laws. The Jewish scriptures are made: ds salvation througho W .mmﬂmamua do testify to, or show, the wa
of stories, laws, poetry, and history about God’s steadfast love. The Chris ible really Emmbmm& ut history. The word “testament” as it’s :mmw
scriptures continue the story of God's love and covenant. They tell of G _ ts “Old %mmﬁmaozﬁ:cmxmﬂﬁ or agreement. We call the Old and New
coming into the world as a person, Jesus, whose life and ministry ShOWs. fthe Bible from Gy Ewn . New q.,mma:umuﬁu because the people who
what it means to live the way of eternal life, loving God and our neighb ngly translated the Mm into Latin in the fifth century c& (Common
ourselves. God entered our history as a human to deliver us from whi bthisbook, we'l refer to MMMM /_Mo%m for covenant as testamentum.
separates us from God. lew Testament as R m.mntmE as the Jewish scriptu
ure B e are amnOMMMNMMEH_Nu ﬁwndvga.mm”. By using the <<o_.Mm MM”MMM
people, the mnoammm& MH I e ,.zdmbmm are the sacred stories of
for Christians et M mB.mEmm. These sacred stories are also
We call them umﬁm ré_m scriptures are also known as Hebrew
i sh because they are the sacred stories of the

deceit, greed, and poweT: A

e Bible, we donts

g the Bible. Each time we return to th
walk with

We never finish readin
more about ourselves and about our

just remember; we learn
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one so far has agreed on 2 good parallel term to

Jewish people today. No
» The words “Christian scriptures’ highlight the

replace “New Testament.
fact that the New Testament is comprised of writings by individuals and

communities who followed Jesus.

The Jewish scriptures tell the stories
with them. In this coven

ell-being, and strength
ising to keep God’s 1

of the Hebrew people and God's .
ant God promises to be with
en and encourage them.
aw. The Christian

covenant relationship
them, ?.oinrw for their W
God’s people respond by prom
scriptures tell how God renewed
ing human, establishing a new relati
Christ. His life, death, and resurrection ope

love freely given to us.

and strengthened the covenant by becom-

onship with us in the person Jesus
to God's

n new ways to respond

ooks of Jewish scriptures. What Christians
s call the Tanakh. Mustims also inctude
¢ and the Gospels of the Christian

Christians and Jews share the b
commonly call the 0ld Testament, Jew
come of the books of the Jewish scripture

scriptures as holy writings.

Origins of the Bible

of about eleven hundred years—from
a) to about 100 CE (Common Era)=

by many authors, editors, and communities of the ancient Near Fast, a region
of the world we today call the Middle East, which includes the modern-day
countries of Egypt, Palestine/ Israel, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon, as shown in
on page 37. The earliest writings began as SOngs and stories people
in their homes and at religious festivals.

generation who passed it to the

The Bible was written over a period
about 1,000 BCE (Before the Common Er

the map
sang and told when they gathered
Elders passed these stories on to the next
mmunity with a shared memory. These stories shaped:
d them make choices that determined their future.
themselves as descendants of Abraham and Sarah;
the forebears of a great nation. They kne¥3
ity that strove to uphold the law given
that God would always love them
remembered that God Toved'
them, as God shows U3

next, forming a ¢o
their identity and helpe
The Israelites understood
whom God promised would be
that they belonged to 2 commun
through Moses and could live knowing

deeply. Now, that doesn’t mean they always
d choices. But God showed

them or they made goo

that we are loved no matter what.
re much like the stories we share at fam-

Jewish and Christian scripture &
ﬁ%mm&ma.ﬁmm. They convey values and shape our identities. Telling and’
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entity and different stories.

;Lﬁﬁo.—u H\H O :—Om_:__mw _____m_w_v_mAm_ :____m_:_ ( _vﬁc_v_mm_:_mcm_:m

; m some o i i i ’

.m. m were not neces: M% o . ) V sast 0%
Sari. ﬂdﬁ@b&@@ to _UO an V ective H.OOOH.& OM event r

eltogether?” Ancient s
e torytellers were shari
) gg.—n%w _U:B . . ¢ sharing and celebratin
3 ary identity as the people of God, and to whom OOM Mrm nn.unM
romise
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s were helping their listeners remember that
preserved their friendship with one
and through many, many
“What does it mean to

a specific land. The storyteller
they were expected to live in a way that
another and with God. In lots of different ways,
characters, the stories explored the central question:

be and live as the people of God?”
As an example, let’s look at the creation stories in Genesis. They are not

on of how and when the world was created
eople’s understanding of God, God’s
hip to God, one another and
ation and the source

meant to be a scientific descripti
in its physical form. They express a p
relationship to the world, and their relations
ation. God is an intimate and divine ruler of cre
s. God created the heavens and the earth and all that is in it.
d day, the dry land, the seas and all living creatures.
d’s image. And it was good. Throughout the
we hear this refrain, “And God saw
y the Divine and, indeed,

all cre
of all blessing
God created night an
God created humankind in Go
first creation story (Genesis 1:1-23),
that it was good.” This is a world that is ordered b

is very good.

wo creation stories. The seven-day creation story

The book of Genesis has t
r creation story begins with Genesis 2:kb.

begins with Genesis 1:1 and anothe

Jewish Scriptures

The oldest books in the Bible are the Jewish scriptures, most of which were
written in Hebrew. The earliest stories were passed down from generation
to generation orally from memory. As the Hebrew language developed into
written word, scribes began to write them on papyrus scrolls. The basics for
the story of how the Israelites were led by Moses out of slavery in Egypt to
their rise as an independent nation, for example, is believed to have been
written in the tenth century BCE—a thousand years before the birth of Jesus—

by a poet commissioned by King Solo
their work by hand—after all, the printing pres
e than two thousand years—so few copies would have been made.

mor
More than one written tradition developed, each explaining pa

in different ways,
of ancient sacred texts drew on e
not deleting anything that was accepted b

adding material. Scribes would insert contempora

earlier stories, giving authority to current understandings and practices.

mon. The poet, and his scribes, did
s wouldn’t be invented for'

st events

for different cultures and different circumstances. Writers
xisting stories and texts, following a rule of |
y the community as sacred, only
ry ideas and practices infos
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Ancient editors (often referred to as redactor

. . s) collected, a

%ﬁMﬁMMHﬁMM MNmOMM_WnﬁMm stories in light of their noBBcEQ” s MNMMMMVMMW

bt o s mo! Emhwwom“ n_m.mw account of a community’s history and Hmém_.

B o wboEBmQ.wpmm .amwmmw previous accounts and sometimes

ot ome simale o et mﬁ. € Intention of the editors was not to pres-

ot sp g ut to preserve the diversity of experiences and
arious views reflected in sacred literature. The editing likely

occu _WQ Ver a lo el HOQ OH H:n—mw _U:ﬂ was HHHOM—...._ com Mmﬂm mv ﬁsm MEHT

!
]
|
i

By the fi i

b me - hwmw MMHMM o@%wﬁmw communities recognized a common set
B (e oocmnﬂmoui»ﬂﬁm_u scriptures. These texts became their canon or
e nOBBoEo onm accepted as Holy Scripture), because they
B e ot o mw cn,ﬂw mBoH.Hm the m.msmmr communities. The Jewish
K o, e f M mmms.a in ﬁr.o first century, including Jesus and
whencaly Chrsian commoites mes 1y semomber ot e
" ) 0 remember and celebrat i
ﬁruwcmﬂnﬂ M“M MMM“M&MQMOP memm.. ﬁ.rmmm scriptures were an vaoZMMMmHMMM
A MH M Moﬂazdamm understood who Jesus was and con-
B e w rist Eﬂowm them. The Jewish and Christian can-
et QEOM M:_mm are miz._mh but not identical. For example, the
e also recognized by the Episcopal Church) includes
B on bowdowoﬁ wmmﬁ wm the @mﬁ.%r canon called apocrypha. The
R .mcmm mﬁnm the first century cE and the Christian
e ged since the sixteenth century ck. Finalizing the Jewish
. nons was a gradual process, not without controversy.

8, Christian Scriptures

~ The Christian scriptures developed differ
s ently than did i i

WWHOMP mwwwﬁmnﬁmﬁm of the Christian mnl@ﬂcwmm were %MMWMMMM MMM MMM.M“
S, MMMM%W Mco:.n fifty years—and were written in koine, the com-
B Qmﬁmmumonwb in the Roman Empire at that time. Like the early
mm.vqmma Sy ﬁnﬁmm‘ nm.ém of Jesus’s life, ministry, and resurrec-
- Bo“mcm at first. m.mi% Christians believed that Jesus
...._n i Siwm mmbm the reign of God was about to begin. It
The earliug s . own H.rm. story of Jesus for future generations.
B <wMo= : rm .Q.Hdmﬁmb scriptures are letters written by
E o ,mw Emﬁ._mb noEB.E:amm he visited throughout
g a i) earliest letter is 1 Thessalonians, most likely
» IOt quite twenty years after Jesus died. Paul’s letters
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proclaimed the gospel, addressed the problems within these communities, . As the stories, liturgies, h

and encouraged their new faith. Written in Greek, Paul sent his letters by ties were circulated and :mmn ww._Em. E&. letters of early Christian T

messenger who read them aloud to the communities who gathered around £ 0 emerge. By the end of the fo MMEEF 4 common set of writings began

a belief in the risen Christ. These communities did not, at first, consider Writings would be —— m”ﬂ momﬁcaa the Church determined which

themselves to be Christians, but rather, followers of Jesus, some of whom & Christian biblical canon was W t M ﬁmm canon (that is, Holy Scriptures). The

were Jewish and others Gentiles (non-Jews). . tentury, some denominations et. During ﬂr.m. Reformation in the sixteenth
Scholars believe that the earliest of the four Gospels is the Gospelaccord- & the Apocrypha while the Rom, m.M m%ﬂamnﬂ m_mumm from the Bible known as

i .

ing to Mark, written after Paul’s letters between 60 and 70 CE, about thirty & ¢opal Church recognizes the A
to forty years after Jesus's death and resurrection. Next came the Gospels # pocrypha as p
according to Matthew and Luke, both written sometime in the second half
of the first century. It is likely that the writers of Matthew and Luke were
familiar with the Gospel according to Mark, as well as a third text that no
longer exists, but that scholars think probably contained sayings of Jesus.
Evidence that Matthew and Luke both drew on Mark is that they share the
narrative structure of Mark and follow Mark’s passion narrative. Scholars:
refer to the lost document with Jesus’s sayings as “Q” (quelle, the German.
word for “source”). Q includes sayings of Jesus common to both Matthew
and Luke but not found in Mark. Matthew and Luke drew on Mark and @ by which people lived th
and also include their own material. The story of the good Samaritan, _no..m 2 patterns, moral vmbmﬁ.wn mwmmﬁo.nbimm community worship, daily
example, is only in Luke. The Gospel according to John was written last; B9 are likely most familiar are .ﬁMEH business ethics. The laws with which
probably completed in the last part of the first century. : a ered by Moses. But these 4 m. en Commandments, the covenant [aw
All four Gospels tell the story of Jesus’s life and ministry, but they do notj : Fﬁa about how land is ; ren't the only laws in the Pentateuch. There
present it in the same way. Mark, for instance, ends the story with the em 2
tomb on Easter morning, while the other Gospels tell about the many tin
Jesus appeared after his resurrection. The Gospel writers each had differs : time periods,
ent thoughts about who Jesus was, and they wrote for different audiences)
Together, they proclaim the good news of God’s only Son, Jesus. |
While the Gospels and letters of Paul and others were first written 1
scrolls like Jewish sacred writings, in the second century Christian com
nities began to collect copies in the form of codexes, folded sheets of p
(at that time papyrus) stitched together and covered into what we
call notebooks. Christian communities favored codexes because di
writings could be bound together and passages could be Jocated more 4
Codexes also differentiated Christian from Jewish writings, which we

A Variety of Forms of Literature

»Mﬂ we _:m:::_—m; ea er
H.r ) Hm Hm@
ﬁ~HQ mHTHO 18 ﬁOB@Ow@Q OM d varie OA.. €S OM MMH

~ look a hymns, romances, lette ,
0K at some of the genres we find in the Bibje ‘ T and so on. Here's z

| T i N\QS. Hmﬂﬁ WQHHH”H y

r ku. A..HH. e WHT e,1sa OO—HHVHHHMAHOHH

euc y e st mmcm .—UOOWW OA ﬁ.: m

Mﬂucm EHQ MHﬂmﬂOH m. 8 eve ﬂp—.ﬂﬂmm a ~Ham Nﬁvocﬂ HHHMHOH m. H rm Hms or for Q: 18
’ i

law of the tovenant is much more tha

through Moses. In fact, the Heb n the Ten Commandments given by

3_& word for law is torah, which also is
ewish scripture.

scrolls. Our familiar bound Bible didn’t exist until the European-style pi s for worship (Psulme)
ing press was invented in Germany in the sixteenth century. _ books in the Bible are wosks of 1
o books B Orks o, :Q.mq fiction. sl ,
: ) - i ] F Sher 11, arent meant to describe actual events Hu i ike today’s
The earliest written Christian scriptures found by modern archaeologists 3 & € events in the books of fictio fyIng to deter-

fragments of the Gospel according to John on second century papyri.
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an extended parable teaching that God is forgiving and merciful to all, not
just the Israelites. A modern example of a fictional moral tale is the story
of George Washington cutting down the cherry tree. It's likely a fable, and
whether he actually cut down the tree is not important. What is important is
that it conveys the belief that George Washington was an honest man.

Prophecy. Many of the prophetic books (Isaiah, Hosea, and Micah, for exam-
ple) include speeches given by a prophet to teach the community how to
live good lives. Others are written to communities that experienced war
and catastrophe, interpreting devastation as God’s wrath, and urging them
to mend their ways. Still others assured the people in exile of God's provi-
dence and liberation from their situation. The prophetic books also include
narratives and biographies. The prophetic book [saiah is often quoted in
the Christian scriptures. Mark 1:2 (“It is written by the prophet Isaiah”) is

an example.

Letters. We call the letters in the Christian scriptures the Epistles. The Epis-
tles are mostly letters that Paul and others wrote to communities they had
visited to help them address their problems and concerns. It’s easy to see that

these are letters by their opening words—they begin with words like “Dear
So-and-So,” just as we begin our Jetters and e-mails today. Paul's letters to
Corinth, a town in Greece, for example, begin “To the Church of God that is

in Corinth . . . Grace to you.” The letters are half of a complete conversation,

making them sometimes challenging to understand. Some of the letters that =

bear Paul's name are penned by people other than Paul. The authors were
not being unethical. They were indicating that they intended to convey mes-
sages and teachings consistent with Paul.

It is important to keep the genre in mind when you are reading in the
Bible. Just as you wouldn't read a clothing catalogue for spiritual inspiratio }
you wouldn't read laws in Leviticus the same way you'd read the hymnps it
Psalms or the history in Kings. The laws in Leviticus are literally legal codss:

that governed behavior for a particular people at 2 particular time, while
hymns in Psalms appeal more universally to human experiences such as jo

pain, sorrow, and forgiveness.

Unity of the Bible

The various origins and many kinds of literature found in the Bible mig
make you wonder why they are considered as one word of God. The _
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H : i
ear, O Israel: The Lorp is our God, the LorDp alone. {Deuteronomy 6:4)

This i !
A EMHHM mHM Wﬂmowwwwwmm Mm,\oﬁ.: QES&W people say every day. It reminds them
o book W W m. Bible H.mBEm us all, that the Lord is our God. Hrm“
o H% the interaction between human beings and the divine
s .@oﬁ.mbﬁ way we hear just that. The storytellers, 4,382.
oo HEmEama to know—and to share with others—that Oom
et o_mz ory Wo care for God’s people and communicate God’s will
et Mw\ﬁﬁ at God speaks to us. . .
o m Mw&@ mo.ﬁrm. roﬂm our God. God is the source of all life
g ont od’s i imprint. God is one who speaks first in cr u
is the end of all. Jesus is the revelation of God in the flesh, Em&mﬁmﬁ

par excellence. The stories of i
& the Bible narrat .
toward the fulfillment of God’s purpose. rrate the events of humap History

ith that broad introduction, let’s take a closer look at the Bible

Jewish Scriptures

ol . .
3 hv ) .Mum M.a%ﬁnmm are divided into four major parts—the Pentateuch
orah), istorical books, the poetical and wisdom books, and the EM

tic books. The thirty-ni
; -nine b : .
X 0N page 44. ooks of the Jewish scriptures are listed in the

Pentateuch (Torah)

1€ first fi i
monQWMO_MHMM M&m Bible are known as the Pentateuch, a word that
S Mﬂoam“ penta Emm.ibm “five” and tecuhoi meaning
. ——— mwﬁmﬁ of Genesis, the first book of the Bible, tell
g et MMEEQIWOB the creation of the world and the
i &mmw mB. and m.<m“ the Great Flood, and the scatter-
: nmwmm...m o mﬁoammmdmmﬂosm /Sﬁ: different languages (the tower of
ek $“ ; Mﬁs as primordial history, express basic beliefs
e orld and the nature of humans and explain why
. Ommwm MSH& people /.zro worship different gods. After
b Zum wM , the particular story of God’s chosen people
e HM : MEM the one Q.u whom God promised land and
Blsazc, and Jacob and ainder of O.mcmma chronicles the stories of Abra-
- and concludes with the story of Jacob’s son Joseph in
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The Historical Books

_Mrm historical vh.vowm aren’t just history. They contain a variety of types of
Mc MHMMP The historical narratives in Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, and 1
ngs tell the continuous history of Israel from the end of go%\wm\m life

THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES

Pentateuch (Torah)

Genesis Leviticus Deuteronomy
Exodus Numbers MM .nMMMmMmm of the Israelites in Assyria and Babylon, a thousand years later in
e . )
s — b :mmrnmmm”.%mwm Wmmﬂnwn“_um__.”_ nwmm .mo“ stories of ancient Israel, including
Joshua 1,2 Samuel Ezra ’ pin down.
Judges 1, 2 Kings Nehemiah
Ruth 1, 2 Chronicles Esther The historical books contain stories rich with meaning even today. Th
account of the widow of Zarephath in 1 Kings 17:7-24, who m:oiw.maﬂm

The Poetical and Wisdom Books -
hospitality to the prophet Elijah, for example, may provide a companion

Job Proverbs Song of Solomon ) :

Psalms Ecclesiastes for people who live on life's margins.

The Prophetic Books (- .
i - bk . &MMMMMMWMWH 9“ wﬂmmﬁ% mwm the conquest of the land by Joshua and
Jeremiah AmoS Zephaniah e P Yy King olomon as a place to keep the Ark of the
: : . » chest that contained the Ten Commandments and was beli

Lamentations Obadiah Haggai %o represent God’s presence among the people. During this ti as believed
Ezekiel Jonah Zechariah governed first by judges and then by kings ?.am& gwm Is time F.Bm_ was
Daniel Micah Malachi : mpomm continual threats from foreign Eﬁ_mmm e Mw a nhamb nation that
Hosea Nahum ; ”....._u.Em_.ma kingdom divided into two: the Zoﬁb.og EDNMMB MMUEW i
wmmun_u.m_d Kingdom (Judah). The Northern Kingdom was nouwﬂmﬁm% MM HM

Note: The arrangement of these books and their divisions differ from the
Jewish arrangement.

Mb :.,W MMN BCE and the Southern Kingdom was conquered by the Bab-
BCE when many Jews were sent into exile in Babylon, mark-

fw‘_m e beginning of the Jewish diaspora. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah

* tell about the r
et i i
o £ E.d of Hma.m& from their exile. Ruth and Esther are believed
A rical fictions written to teach im i
i rl i i portant lessons to the community.
o 0oks are rich with individual characters whose stories teach
» Fepentance, and redemption and about God's steadfast love for

people.

Egypt. Genesis is grouped with four other books, and together these first five
books of the Jewish scriptures are called the Torah. :
Torah is the Hebrew word for law or teaching. These books contain the
Law of Moses (including the Ten Commandments) and legal codes as well
as the central story of God’s chosen people, the nation of Israel, from the
covenant established with Abraham, to the liberation of the Hebrews from
Egypt, to the giving of the Ten Commandments, to the forty-year wo_.:d%_
in the wilderness. The last book of the Torah is Deuteronomy, which ends®
with the death of Moses, before the Israelites enter the land of Canaan.
central theme of the Pentateuch is the covenant relationship between
and God’s people. Together, the laws and the stories tell of the relationship
between God and God’s people, and how God’s people are to live.

WM«MM%WNMM ﬁMMonm.ﬂmmoQ also contain diverse types of literature.
o 5_ e Jos M&mm.nmm are known as wisdom literature. Unlike
01 sac. nstead hey ddens it conemmen choms e
e ; . : ndrvidual concerns about maintain-
._mmmnmm“oﬁnw”” MJ.HW God and one another. Proverbs addresses the
- - m_uozﬁmﬁom, out the consequences of behavior. An example
morrow, for you do not know what a day may
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of the suffering of 2 righteous man,
while Ecclesiastes 5ays that
“For everything

7.1). Through the tale
ring is punishment for
of a natural cycle of existence:

there is a season” (Ecclesiastes 3: 1).
Psalms and the Song of Solomon are books of poetry. Psalms are prayers
sung at temple worship and express an array of human emotion—from praise
alms read in worship on Sunday are

to sorrow to anger. Even so, most Ps
psalms of praise even though forty percent of psalms are psalms of lament.
Some people argue that modern society has lost the ability t0 lament, so the

psalms can give words to those who are suffering. The Song of Solomon is

poetry that celebrates human love.

bring” (Proverbs 2
Job asks whether suffe
suffering and joy are part

sin,

The Prophetic Books
tly long speeches by prophets to

are comprised of mos
down either by the prophet

at were later written
s with other biblical writings, later writers added

well as edited and added to the original mate-

The prophetic books
a gathering of people th
or one of his associates. A
biographies of the prophets, as
rial in the books.
The age of prophets began with
return of the people from Babylonian exil

the rise of kings and ended during the
e in 538 BCE. Prophets, holy men
and women of wisdom and vision, were called by God to play unique roles as
the people’s advocates to God and God’s messenger to the people. Prophets
criticized rich and powerful people and urged them to help the poor and
helpless. In terms of the Lonergan imperatives, the prophets reminded the
people to be responsible. Prophets supported social justice; prophets brought

d"), which often condemned

God's word to the people (“Thus says the Lor
current practices as against God's will. At the same time, prophets took the

side of the people before God, begging for mercy and forgiveness. The pro-
phetic books bring the books of the Jewish scriptures to a close.

Christian Scriptures

The Christian scriptures are composed of twen
els, history, epistles, an

four categories—the Gosp

These books were chosen by early Church councils from amonga wide rangé
of early Christian writing based on their consistency with the teachings of
ﬁrmmvowmmw,msm ¢radition of narratives of Jesus’s life and ministry, and the

of Christian communitie
ship within the diverse early Christian communities
pear in the Bible. As

books in the order they ap

d apocalyptic literature.

accepted literature
commonly read at wor
On page 47 is 2 list of the

ty-seven books divided inte’

s. They were the readings mOSE:
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ganized, what material is unique, and which Jewish scrip-

tures are quoted reveals these differences in viewpoints. An instructive activ-
ity is to compare the Gospels by using a gospel parallel, which displays similar
accounts from each Gospel next to one another (Google “gospel parallels” to

find one on the internet).

how material is or,

The Gospel according to John, the last Gospel to be written, departs
markedly from the other three Gospels in terms of the chronology and
details of Jesus'’s life. This Gospel emphasizes the divinity of Jesus (the teach-
ing that Jesus is God) to a much greater extent than do the synoptic Gospels.

Throughout the Gospels are sayings of Jesus, parables, details of Jesus's
life, and even hymns sung by early Christian communities. The synoptics
of story called a parable, some of which are alle-

include a particular type

gorical stories and others that are similes. Parables teach, surprise, and pro-

vide insight into difficult concepts such as the nature of the kingdom of God.
found in Matthew include where Jesus tells

Examples of kingdom parables
the disciples that the kingdom of God is like a treasure hidden in a field,

like a mustard seed, and like yeast. Because parables teach by comparison,

5 )

Matthew as the “Divine Mani

The traditional symbols of the four evangelists:

Mark as a winged lion; Luke as the winged ox; and John as a rising eagle.
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, something. Par-
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et

I

Mediterranean Nazareth
Samaria

This map of the Mediterranean shows major communities that Paul visited.

DEUTEROCANONICAL WRITINGS (APOCRYPHA)

Tobit Wisdom of Solomon 1-4 Maccabees
Judith sirach (Ecclesiasticus) Daniel (additions)

Esther {additions) Baruch

Reading the Epistles can be like listening to one end of a telephone con-
versation. We know one side of the conversation from the letters that we
have in the Bible, but we don’t have the letters that asked the questions or
posed the problems in the first place. We sometimes have to guess what the
initial problem or question was as well as the details of the particular issue.
Because they represent half of a conversation, the letters are sometimes

tricky to understand.

The Revelation to John

The Revelation to John is a vision that is
the face of persecution. It is called apocalyptic bec
wn. Revelation was written during a time whe

that is unkno
You could be put in prison and even be put to

hostile to Christians.
being a Christian. With great s

meant to sustain early Christians in
ause it reveals something -
n the world was.
death for

ymbolism and complexity the author assures’
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a Church under i
persecution that Christ is wi
s : : is with them and encour;
= _.%Emnnm Revelation can be a difficult book to understand E:anw mﬂmﬁﬁ o
Ve mJM or ﬂmmn.rm.a to guide the reader, who needs to be mmumn“:» e
nterpret it simplistically or take its confusing symbolism :nﬂ n“H.m-
rally.

The Apocrypha

The thirty-ni ,
e O&rEiH»MEm H.voo_a of the Jewish scriptures and twenty-seven books of
G an:_wwn:wmm compose the sixty-six books of the Bible. &o
ese books, the Episcopal Ch . e. In addi-

c ; urch (along with i
hurch) also recognizes the deuterocanonical anm _mmnmn_._m " oD Cholie

50 as Holy Scripture, din the box on page

These additi

Mt MMMMMWMHG m.H.MH Wboéd.mm Apocrypha, meaning “things hid-
e oca oEo. : Bmw_.Ebm “second canon” because they were
B e Mon in the m.cnmmbﬁr century, about twelve hundred
i NMME Sm.m first established. These additional books

found in either the meM”ﬂ OMHMS%M mwa .Orlmmﬁmb e T ‘
S . . . nslation of the Jewish scri
b Ma mrmm M.MWN“ Mwmhwﬁmmgwm_mcosm of the Greek, but are not contained in
P .ws e sixteenth century, the Roman Catholic Church

] O the canon, and the Church of England followed suit

are literature
ptures, called

1 ?HOMH HH.CH@MHDHZ A”__G_O (S ;C ot reco 1Ze A_WC_O ocano _ﬁm_ terature as
r S n WHH VA T 1. mu

~ Holy Script )
n@cﬂmonw “MMW.HTm Apocrypha include histories, historical fiction, wisd
ings, letters, and an apocalypse (a vision of the mwm\ﬁ. m wuB,
imes).

_ Reading the Bi
. Why Read the Bible? s e

gﬂ HONQ t V i _% _ eve W
Tm wu—UMQ ?H a varie Om. reasons. _.HO WH—”LQ T m.wm HHO o:ﬁ— i
18

~ and who we ar.

B EoBmmmmmHMm :n“.mmﬁMHmm of God. Throughout the Bible we learn about
%_Ev.. o o an mvn.vcﬁ how to live within the covenant relatio
m..u.wamb 3 y be able to recite the commandment that -
oA another as [ have loved you” (John 15:12)
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e O\ Mm <<.m= as the two greatest commandments: “You
. BEQ:M Ma od with all your heart and with all your soul, and

d’; and "You shall love your neighbor as yourself” CSmQ.?mé

J

g
_ -~ The Bible is neither self-help,

guestions, and certainly not a ”,\o_. a rulebook, nor God's answers to moral
— eapon with which to put oth
ers down.
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It won't tell you for whom to vote in an election, but it can guide impor-
tant decisions. Through stories, hymns, and sayings in the Bible, we come
to know the very presence of God—a God who cares, guides, strengthens,
comforts, and inspires us. We are transformed by the knowledge that we
are beloved creations and we respond by seeking to live in ways that reflect
that knowledge.

Read the Bible in Community
So Philip ran up to it [the chariot of an Ethiopian eunuch] and heard him
reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. (Acts 8:30-31)

This conversation between Philip and a eunuch in Acts reminds us that we
are meant to read the Bible with others. The Bible is a public book, a book
about community meant to be heard, studied, and explored in the company
of others.

The Episcopal Church firmly recognizes the Bible as a public book. Each
Sunday Episcopal congregations usually read four passages from the Bible—
a reading from the Jewish scriptures, a psalm, a reading from the Epistles,
and a Gospel reading. The readings are selected according to the Revised
Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle (denoted as Years A, B, and C) of
passages of the Bible for Christian worship. Over a three-year period, you
will hear almost all of the Christian scriptures and a good chunk of the Jew-
ish scriptures. We also hear scriptures in hymns and prayers found in the
Book of Common Prayer. Hymn 645 (“The King of Love My Shepherd Is’)
for example, is based on Psalm 23. Our service of Holy Communion is filled

with scriptural references. The Sanctus (‘Holy, holy, holy”) is based on Isa~ .

jah 6:3 and Revelation 4:8. The words of institution during the prayers of

the Eucharist are based on 1 Corinthians 11:23-25. (A familiar joke amo g
Episcopalians is that upon reading the Bible they are amazed at how often

quotes the Book of Common Prayer.) The hymns, letters, and stories of the
Bible are at home in worship.

Hearing the Bible in worship provides a particular context for
Bible. That is, we hear the stories of the Bible in light of the good news
God loves us so much that God came to dwell among us as Jesus Christ.
the Episcopal worship service, we recognize this when the congregati@
stands to say, “Glory to you Lord Christ” before the gospel is read. In
simple statement, we are saying that Christ is present through the go
proclaimed. Hearing the Bible in worship also gives us the opportu
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Steps for Reading the Bible

Here are five steps to read a passage in the Bible:

1. Read
gamﬂzmmﬁ_nmmnnm and ask what's important. Circle key words and
es. Share these phrases with others in your study group

- e

i5to look at the readings i
of the week called the Mm_.mqoﬂ_"ﬂ”mﬂ_u.ﬂ_ﬁ_mm oo ach
R page 934 in the Bogk of Common Pra
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hearing the Bible today in your specific context is how the Bible
remains the living word of God. While the text itself does not change,
the readers do. It is likely that others in your group will be drawn to
different words and phrases. We hear the stories of the Bible through
our owr: experiences. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit these
stories become our stories.

2. Read the passage again, writing down any questions that come to
mind. Share your questions and look together for answers.

While you read the passage the second time, write down your
questions. General questions might be about how to approach the
passage. What kind of writing is it? Is it a hymn, a historical writing,
or a code of law? Does the passage refer to unfamiliar cultural
beliefs and practices? Is there an idea you haven't encountered
before? Do you recognize the characters and events in the passage?

Help one another find the answers. One place to look is in intro-
ductory essays and notes found in annotated Bibles as well as in
other books that comment on the Bible. Introductory essays will
answer general questions such as these:
- What is the type of literature?
- Who wrote it?
» When was it likely written?
- What are the main themes?
A commentary might discuss customs and ways of thinking of
the time and symbolism as well as additional word translations.
Remember, the Bible wasn't first written in English. It had to be
translated, and there are many translations available. You may
even want to ask members of your group to read from different
English translations for comparison.
Knowing the practices, beliefs, and culture at the time the passage
was written is important. It will help you understand, for example,
that the prescription in Exodus “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a
tooth” (Exodus 21:23-25) is a law that limited retribution at a time
that allowed unlimited vengeance. As you study the Bible, you will
get better at answering questions and learn more about the world
in which the Bible was written. Don’t worry if you cannot find

BIBLE STORIES

i < -

e.

<o=3_ an-eye passage in E
Em_mhw q.mamacm_, that Jesus taught a new standarg of amqnxouzw.
e s: to love your enemies, to do good to those who :mﬁ< .
rn the other cheek (Luke 6:29 and Matthew 5:39) o

I <

and faj ible i
x SHWMSMM The Bible is the living word of Gog meant to hel
and God, ourselves, ang ou ;
- therein. Ask One another, “lh ; fo:a oy Bt
o1 ner, mﬂ does this mean for what I beljeye
B L € to live?” Again, pe aware of the origina|
Il & writing. The texts v itten i e and cut
B . ere written in a specific time and culture
- b g " itrerent from ours. Consider your answer in termg
e o c i
e Ices and ﬁ?..»n:_:m of your faith community. Your faith
Yy can be Particularly helpfyl with this fina| step. A

55




56 SEEKING THE TRUE AND BE ATTENTIVE

INTERLUDE

“Four Words toward Aha:
Today We Remember Tomorrow”

Read the Bible: It's Our Journey with God

The Bible reflects our central beliefs: The Lord alone is our God, the Lord

ced us from the bonds of death by sending his only Son, Jesus

and calls us to love one another. Read the Bible as a story that tells you who

God is, who you are, and what we are asked to do as people of God. The

struggles of the people you read about in the Bible are often a lot like our

struggles today. The life, ministry, and teachings of Jesus will help guide us
ur lives today. His death and resurrection gives us new life today.

alone; God fr

ino

Transforming Questions

1. Be Attentive: Find the readings for the coming Sunday, choose one, and read

The website textweek.com provides the Revised Common Lectionary

2 Who are the characters? What do the : i
i y Ut to preside at our weekly Eucharist, explained
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se the
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gned fo
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B n”wmuwm Remember. Hope, Is ... for the remembrance of
: nun is th. .
Silone. As she HM%WH%%mmoEmﬁ of the novel Severina by Italian autho
) ng, a sister from her £ i
a, t — Ormer co
n:,_ ; NMM me you believe.” Severina says, “No @MMW”H S_Mmm her
: ess your faith that way? . o ope.
4 God is represented, about EWM You've wondered about God,
-« tomorrow., ory. You rowm, you trust, you

it stowly. {
readings.) What happens in the readin

say and do? Does anything surprise you?

2. Be Intelligent: What situation today does the reading address? What is the

reading saying?
(The HarperCollins Bible Commentary

3. Be Reasonable: (onsult a commentary.
is an example.) What do others say about the meaning of the reading? What

new insights do these sources offer?

k. Be Responsible: What is the reading calling you to do?
gest about how you might

5. Be in Love Transformed: What does this exercise sug
approach reading the Bible?

.r..

nﬂ ~H~Nm not va al A.;H.OHHH m w i v

: t ﬂ~H0 AOH.O O our consciousn

go. r mcmmmmﬂm %Oc rmcm .‘—‘HN.Q. some Wwwmﬂo_ % ccmg OOQ\ You _:mwN _vm

Oover :—Oum.n: (S) % . oW m:_m
- ON.— center O% our ?mﬂr Nd& ?O@m. N,OWHH ~0Q i

4 ) wH\OHQ. Uo HHOHN.: w wﬁ .
H. OW an one or an TMHHW to ﬁmosmmﬁmﬁmﬁm
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God challenges us to dream. To pray is to dream, to hope, to expect, to
trust, to imagine. Whether worshiping with a community, reading alone,
reflecting on the Bible, considering 2 personal experience, a story, or a
movie, we are at work in an ecosystem of prayer, the research and develop-
ment aspect of the Church.

Only the pray-er knows that the really real is God breaking into human
history—breaking through our prejudices and preferred notions with ques-
tions about poor and powerless persons, about justice and peace, about
personal and systemic transformation so we might break out with new God-
given hearts to pursue God's heart’s desires.

Allow God to transform you and the world around you. Don't let anyone
define and reduce reality for you. Don’t let anyone imprison you in that most
secure prison without walls, without the context of history, the prison you
don’t know you're in, the prison of non-saints. Imagine the reality of God. See
things differently. Remember tomoIrow.

Look back on your history. Have you not been drawn by God? Look back
on the idols you have abandoned. Might you be at a stage in your life where:
you are coming to believe less, but more so?

Over the past few years, 1 have read many columns of David Brooks. He
seems often to write four columns, then a sermon. I'd be proud to preach his®

CHAPTER THREE
Bl

%
History

s Bill i i
[ b MmBS% us in the interlude “
: mber Tomorrrow,” we alrea

€ can contj heart. So |
inue on our j et us hear their wi
T)ourney toward God and rememb I witness so
ember tom
orrow,

sermons.
i The Bi
«“You'd think faith would be 2 simple holding of belief, or a confidence B Birth of the Church
in things unseen,” he wrote in a recent column titled The Subtle Sensations 0 e . welcomed his message )
S thousand e g¢e were Um@QNmn_
c persons were added. T » and that day about

Faith, “but, in real life, faith is unpredictable and ever-changing. It begins, 0f * teaching and
many people, with an elusive experience of wonder and mystery.” ) prayers, (Acts 2 M IM:NV fello
The “main business of faith,” he continued, is ‘living attentively everyd ]

He concluded: : $3ge from Acts tells
] i us that fi
 of Pentecost, at fifty days after the resurrection of Jes
us,

Tongues of fire HMmMM_% mwm it descended from heaven like a vi
= . ont e
Hages. Filled with the Hol © apostles and they began to speak in

Mmmiscy ww m@mﬂmﬁ\ HTQ <<
. ssion that Jesus had given HrmMH. ere enabled to live into

hey devoted themselves to the

wship, to the breaking of bread and th
e

Insecure believers sometimes cling to a rigid and simplistic faith. But
confident believers are willing to face their dry spells, doubts, and evolu-
tion.

Faith as practiced by such people is change. It is restless, growing. Its
not right and wrong that changes, but their spiritual state and their dauy

practice. As the longings grow richer, life does, t00.° 1

m,MMMHmW ﬁwmﬁEmm of all nations
R . 2 : - nd of th :
Brooks noted that Christian Wiman Wrote, To be truly alive 15 & bey everything th e Son and of the H

1 g that I have commande

one’s ultimate existence within one’s daily existence.” always, to the end of th
7 e
Today, we remember tomorrow. e age. (Mat

baptizing them in the
oly Spirit, and teaching
d you. And remember, I
thew 28:19-20) .
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6. David Brooks, Column, “The Subtle Sensations of Faith,” New York Times, Dec. 22, 2014,
www.nytimes.com/2014/1 2/23/opinion/davi u._u“.ooxm.9?3&%-%:3&03.0??5&

7. Ibid.
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On that day of Pentecost the apostles baptized those who believed, about cities of the Roman Empj
three thousand. We celebrate this day the Church was born each year as £ tian communities. Durj RITE ooH.EQOm by trading routes, had | )
Pentecost, the fiftieth day of Easter. The Greek word translated as “church” tion, the rest of the wo Mwmw&m first few hundred years m@m&m mwmmw Chris-
is ekklesia, which literally means the people called out from the world and Christianity began as r g’ ad no—or at least very rﬁmmlwsoéwzw S resurrec-
gathered, or the congregation. The word “Church” in this sense does not the Roman Empire.. small communities in a specific regio edge of Jesus
Afi and from there it spread from >me “;opﬁ Mum world—
0 EBurope and

refer to a building, butto a community of believers. ca. During the fift
After Jesus’s resurrection, the apostles spread the teachings of Jesus first S anity to the America M,mb%p e
e $. L'oday Christia

. . . ' [
in Jewish commun. mission journeys

outside Jerusalem. T emselves to be
Jews who followed Jesus,

until about 90 cE, nearly sixty
be called “Christians.”

the followers of Christ began to

The apostle Paul played an important part in spreading Christianity.
Originally known as Saul, he was a Jewish Roman citizen who started out:
zealously persecuting followers of Jesus, but as we learn in Acts 9, on the"
road to Damascus, in what is now the country of Syria, everything changed.’
Saul met the risen Jesus for the first time through a vision telling him &
spread the good news to the Gentiles, that is, people who were not descens

dants of the Israelites. He became a follower of Jesus after his convers
and was then known by the name

Eur izati
opean colonization spread Christi

ities near Jerusalem and later durin nc :
H 8 hurches exist throughout the world

hese early communities understood thi
a reform movement within Judaism. It was not
years after Jesus’s death and resurrection, that

= mmmrouom in the Early Church

' The apostles

s were the lead

Jesus's teach ers of the early Church
Greck oo The leader of a local Christ; and had the authority of

» €piskopos, or “overseer.” Th aamn community was called, j

.muammw word episkopos mbm e word “Episcopal” in fact come fi '
bishop.” In the Episeo \& the English translation of Greek s trom
mary geographic and M .O.rE,n? the bishop oversees the dj episkopos
iistians also refe d administrative unit of the Episcopal Mr ocese, the

% T :

Rt dickons Emm mnMo vmrm_w local leader as mES\RMm ( HM H.Mr. Farly
ined ministry of Emrow. mem% the Episcopal Church rmmw a Mwwﬁ m.wm m
Bl Th » priest, and deacon, each wi ee-fo

- 1he apostles passed thej , each with a distinct ro]
hands on passed their authority to local ©
new leaders. The continuation of EM . “H%.am Eﬂn lay-
, ority of the

i ﬁmﬁ.ﬁrmbm .U% ﬂw.ww lavi
. avin .
Succession and mwwrm on of hands is called a

s defining characteristi

experience on the road to Damascus,
use for him today: Paul.
Paul and his traveling
ties throughout the area aro
time controlled by the Roman

early Christian communities—who be
end soon when Jesus returned—shared meals, teachings and prayers i The Roman Empi
: ) pire to the Middl
e Ages

another’s homes. New converts joined the community through baptism, ity began to spread qui
they broke and ate bread together to remember Christ’s death and restl legalized Christi ac quickl
tion. Baptism and the breaking of the bread are the two central sacra uted shanity. U
of the Church today. ]

Throughout his letters, Paul developed a theology and a morali
might be summed up in this way: Because Christ lives within you, you aré
thing new. You are a new creation. That's the theology. And this is the 1
Therefore, be who you are. Live as a new creature. Be attentive in your oWa
to experiences that might lead you to change in some way. .

. postolic successi

; es
eefold ministry of bishops, priests, a mmuo_u.
cs of the Episcopal Church e

partners began t0 establish Christian communis

und the Mediterranean Sea, which was at

s and was part of the Roman Empire. Th X
B

lieved the world as they knew it : ¥
‘A

¥ in 324 cg, when Roman Emperor Con-

; i ntil that ti .
by fines, imprisonment me, Christians were

40 gods. When Const
, he moved its capital

periodicall
and even put to death for refusing HM

antin i
€ gained control over the entire

e fi

| ﬁmmﬁmbvcr ki rom Rome to Byzantium, in what i

Sy of Y- Herenamed the city “Nova Roma ” m .
a,” or New

:Was popularl
. y known as Con. g
ﬂ.OﬁHﬂ. lat mnNﬂQdOHLm Aﬂbo ci
e vmnmﬂvmﬂwam the center of Eastern OH.MMMM sy
e .
T € center of Western Catholi - .Orﬁm-
L ianity as a way to unify hj ic Christianity.
 iform belic | s.n:@ his vast empire and began th
in the present VWQEEW the bishops together in 325 :
ay city of Mmem\ HE.Wm% Their H.OV CE
: was to

ﬁmmgﬁ.—nm Om cdmwo —Qm us was NHHQ ..—.Hﬂm HLNOG m Stor w
mz to N _ :m

@‘ H.QOQ A)NT QT t t OT eve m:n&w
y X We reci €a OHHC.H Hw m.

Communities of the Early Church

2 shows the location of many carly ch

The map on page 50 in chapter
Alexandria, Corinth, and Rome, .

communities. Antioch, Ephesus,




62 SEEKING THE TRUE AND BE ATTENTIVE

the Roman Empire had grown weak from invasion

By the fifth century,
ghting in Rome. The end

by tribes from northern Europe and political fi
ule began the eleven-hundred-year period from about 400 to
the Middle Ages. The Western empire (Europe) broke
erous languages, each ruled by different kings
ovided both religious and cultural unity for
he eastern part of the Roman Empire
om Asia conquered the city

of Roman r
1500 ck that we call
into small regions with num:
and noblemen. The Church pr
Europe. The Roman emperor ruled t
until 1453, when the Muslim Turkish rulers fr

of Byzantium.
During the
around land owned by 1
ants worked the land and pro
protection. The Church, particularly monasteries,
and became increasingly involved in social, political,
daily life. Many monasteries were responsible for the sp
physical well-being of the people. Monks and
d taught reading and writing. Monasteries we

Middle Ages in Europe, communities were organized
ocal noblemen and protected by knights. The peas-
duced goods for the nobility in exchange for
owned much of the land
and business aspects of

economic and
medicine, sewed, an
the libraries for society and
The magnificent cathedrals in city a
of Notre Dame in Paris, France stand in wit
Church to life in the Middle Ages.

"The experiment of St. Benedict, 5t. Francis [both monks] . . . represented

the revolt of a heroic soul against surrounding apathy and decadence; an
invasion of novelty; a sharp break with society” (Evelyn Underhitl).2 What

response does the witness of St. Benedict call from us?

The Middle Ages were also the time of the Crusades. You may have

Heaven or learned about the Crusades in gt
out a hundred years, were laus
d—the region of the
from the
e Crusad

movies such as Kingdom of
school. The Crusades, which lasted ab
in 1095 by the Church to recover the Holy Lan
where stories of the Bible took place and where Jesus lived—
lims. The kings and other leaders in Europe supported th
acquire land, riches, and control over trading routes. During the Crusad
non-Christians, especially Jews and Muslims, were targets of persect

8. Evelyn Underhill, The Life of the Spirit and the Life of To-day (New York: E. P. Dutton, 192248

iritual as well as the
uns prepared
re also

preserved important early Christian writings.
nd town centers such as the cathedral’
ness to the importance of the

.
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1 The Reformation

As the Roman Catholic Ch
o “ urch grew more wealthy an
PP OHMMMMWM M,m”wﬂm s m.awmmoa to express ov@oMEmﬂ%%%ﬁ%ﬂﬂ%”c?r
B o ! & spiritual lives of the people to mmz.ﬁ.:&i .
B e aimed to guarantee entry into heaven. $ il
gences were abuses of Church power and So_mﬂmw Mm Wmoﬂm
e teach-

H WOUHO —Um an to otest t ese N:Q Cﬂwwu ractices w.:ﬁm ﬁmzma »O— Hmuou ms.
.
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Il- £ Wmﬂ OMO& ma Hhcu.. H(QN.H tin H\—HHEOH Om. OQHHHHNHH% NDQ —orb omH vin Om H rance
& Te Hcco Om QHO H:muww —QN.Q.WH.W om HT.O wHOHOWHNHHﬂ WQA..OH mation nmn mr:
. w.:ﬂ HLE.QHWH § most MN.HHHO us act w as HHNHHMHHW nine ﬁv Aﬂ € mﬂmm eS—O0r
-mmﬂw —-0n Hmﬂm QOOH Om. HTm ONMﬁmO OTGH OT. m oﬁ Hﬁﬁmbvmﬂm m HWH “ - —Tm

stated his disputes with
T ith the Roman Catholic Church, including sell-

ope.

necess ;
grace through mm#\r oWMHMmHSb e ted Luther's doctrine of justifica-
Sstination, wﬂmmmmﬂ.mbm? © &mo believed in the fundamental doctrine
down to the smalle Mow Hm .Em _u.m:mm that God directs the course
freated by God mew mmﬂm;. .: is the job of people to maintain
B rche thae v o m.oMEmDOb resulted in the establishment of
b Doth Luthor mbaMHm Hr.m traditional practices of the Roman

le had opposed doctrine m&Sb were important to this movement
0 What made the Pr. .mm of the Roman Catholic Church in mma:ma.
distorians agree ﬂrmﬁoﬂmﬁmﬁ. WwonBmﬁoHu take off in the sixteenth
e The prine, © printng press played a big part in the
r .,,i.”. &wmmwasw oWEWoMHm press m.qmﬂ used in Europe in the mid-
. $ to be widely distributed, strengthening

10rmation and .

2 translations of M%mm HM Wbﬂ.dm press also helped make it possible
Sngzges that peont e from Latin, the official language of the

W doctrines enc Mcm spoke every day, such as French, German
ief, 50 they need awmw& people to come to their own de .\
ed to read the Bible in their own Hmbmcmmww

5 nred
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By 1524, Luther had translated the Christian scriptures into German, andby & ihurch of England. The Act of Un; .
1526 William Tyndale had translated them into English. This brought the mon Prayer the official book of S L e B
words of the Bible and its interpretation into the hands of more believers ot prayer for the

than just educated clergy and monks educated to read Latin. _ ‘ommon prayer,

rather than common belief.

England during the Reformation
The Episcopal Church traces its roots directly to the Church of England,
which, until Henry VIII, was part of the Roman Catholic Church. The
Church of England had always recognized the pope in Rome as the head of
the Church, and at first King Henry VIII supported the pope. For his loyal
support, the pope named Henry VIII “Defender of the Faith.” Soon after,
though, a dispute erupted. Henry VIII asked the pope to annul, or end, his J=
marriage with Catherine of Aragon because she did not bear Henry an heir - The
to the throne. The pope’s refusal to grant the annulment was a catalyst for Wwho
the Church in England to recognize Henry as its head. In 1534 Parliament o
confirmed Henry as the supreme head of the Church of England with the -
“Act of Supremacy.”

The Church in England did not split from the Roman Church over differs
ences of belief and, so, unlike Protestant Churches, the Church of England kept
many of the practices and beliefs of the Roman Church, including its systet
of government by bishops and its style of worship. Like Protestant churches;

the Church of England worshiped in _&
language of the people (in this case English \
and the Church of England affirmed 8
salvation comes from God’s grace alone,
the deeds of the believer. Hained oreater ties to England be

To make worship understandable to ti€ ) priests. During the cojony c :
common person, Thomas Cranmer, 2 onial period

bishop of Canterbury, compiled the Boo% 1Ot want to grant American co
of Common Prayer. Published in 5% MOP Would provide. But the now.b i idn’
during the reign of King Edward VI ient number of priest onists didn
prayer book is the first to present dailyat ¢h of England. S
Sunday services in English and in one
ume. The 1979 Book of Common P
has its roots in Cranmer’s 1549 Bog

Common Prayer.

In 1553 Queen Mary [ restored
to Roman Catholicism, but in 1558 U
SEe Elizabeth I inherited the throne and
Queen Elizabeth, 15331603 in one year reestablished an indepen

“T'have no desire to make wind
Elizabeth [

o H I n 5
ws Into men’s souls. —attributed to Queen

The Church of England in North America

Episcopal Church is unj
chis uniquely Amerj . A
we are, ho . ican. Our history has greatl
s W we worship together, and how we govern i i
R 1nue to help define us into the future ourselves. And
oL wamm wubmdnmsm began to see themselve .
and the crown, members of the Chur

W their churc
e gw HMM MMUMM_M\ m.on.s .ﬂrm Church of England. In 1607 the settle-
it mum_mmm quE? organized itself as a congregation with
N an mﬂ.%@owﬁoa its clergy with local governme
> ers provided for their own financial needs EMM

to S AM
s H €S as H,HHQQ@OHHQOHHH A.. r ..—H r i W
ee Hu_ﬁ elv oIt mﬁu urc, C_ m: ANHH .

i

$ as @ new nation apart from
ch of England in America also

; > the oath of the King's Supremacy,

th i :
Op. Seabury turned to the bisho e English bishops couldn’t

Ps in Scotland, who were not
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bound by English law. In Zo<m5vw_m
they ordained Samuel Seabury as
i ishop.

>BMMMM¢ Wmmwm wr;mb Parliament w :
the archbishop of Canterbury %m n
ordain three bishops ,quo éoﬂmw '3
asked to swear an mzmmsdnm.ﬁo .
By 1790 three American wa.ﬂmma -
ordained as bishops, a sufficient mm.
bring the historic episcopate, oMnMﬂ
governance by bishops, to Amer

The Birth of the Episcopal Church

When Samuel Seabury 3‘.85& .8 m .
in 1785, he began to unify wmnow
can churches as one >.Bmdnwb .
Church. It wasn’t an easyjob. Mﬁﬂ .
i in the Sou
bishops while those in
ies i rth wanted to have . : e el
o :” %mmHMNo governing themselves without a bishop
accustom poelve
ised: They would have bishops, 3 member ol
@HOHMMH éo&%a help choose bishops BKW E.DW nwmmﬂm.%w M o
o i i al Church p i
i of the Episcop : 9l
o nodmﬁgaos.mgmm would elect bishops instead of Um_ﬂm_ oﬂﬁh
L England. Two houses—the Hou

ties, com
and the House of Depu e

Samuel Seabury was the Episcopal
Church’s first American bishop.

the king or queen as was done in
ised only of bishops, o ot
orie MoMMM memn& church members—would mo<m““~ o
e :oinate in either house, but both house e
Laws can origin much like the two-house system Mr .
i 1 Church. 1t
ar for the Episcopa
ear 1789 was a banner &m : o
i Hwﬂwﬁwob and adopted the first American WOM N
e ican Book of Common Prayer was muc -
The &BMM land, minus prayers for the king and H..OWM.U -
vow.w. Mb gmmmoz Spirit, or epiclesis, to the m%nrmdm P _
o -
MSMEmbom of Scottish bishops on Samuel Seabury

two-house system was

The Episcopal Church in the 1800s

. hurch conti
. ion, the Episcopal C . :
American Revolution, ) . During the i
e Mﬂm the life and culture of the United mﬁmﬁmwnmn "
s Mmmﬁmma the Civil War was fought, Amer
West wa ’

but the priests and members of the
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great number of people from Ireland, Germany, Scandinavia, south-
0pe, and Asia immigrated to the United Sta
‘the country from a nation of people with

4 people with diverse practices and beljefs.

T

Worship practices and
ties became likewise more varied in the Episcopal Church.

[ €re poorly attended,

, with his great

elism. As bishop of New York from 1816 to

Was responsible for establishing Episcopal churches in nearly
town in New York State,

increasing their number from 50 to
3 his first four Years as bisho

P, the number of priests and deacons
the number of missionaries quadrupled. By 1820 the number of
s had doubled to four hundred.

colleges. Kemper worked particularly among the Potawa-
Oneida, and Huron people, urged the Church to Pay more
‘e Americans, and encouraged the translation of the Bible
book into their native languages. ,
nper ordained Enmegahbowh, an Odawa (Ottawa) from
on in 1859. Twelve years later in 1867, Enmegahbowh
ecognized Native American priestin the Episcopal Church,
azakute was ordained the first Dakota Priest, and in 1881,
i Oakerhater became the first Cheyenne deacon. These
often without the financia] support o

f the wider church,
spel among Native American people. The Church’s hard
ns paid off. From 1820 to 1859, the number of Episcopal

BFEW more than fivefold from 400 to 2,120,

ns and the Civil War

of slavery and racial b
ican Americans lived
Were free citizens, Am

gotry. Just after the Revolution-
as enslaved people; only 59,000
erica was also a place of great

A€s, Who was born in 1746 into slavery, purchased his

°dom and later became the first African American to be
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Absalom Jones was the first African Ameri-
can Episcopal priest. He was ordained in 1802.

(Raphaelle Peale, Absalom Jones, 1810, oil on
paper mounted on board, Delaware Art Museuin.

Gift of Absalom Jones School, 1971. Reproduced
with permission).

ordained a priest in the Episcopal Church.
Jones actively worked against the oppres-
sion of black Americans. He and other blacks
had left St. George's Methodist Church in
Philadelphia when its vestry decided to seg-

regate blacks and whites, making blacks sit
in the balcony during worship. He and oth-
ther church.

ers walked out and began ano
that later joined the Episcopal Church as St

Thomas African Episcopal Chure
African Americans were ordained Episcopal priests.
Born in 1820, Harriett Tubman Ross was another Afri

Episcopalian who fought for the freedom of enslaved people and 2
oppression of blacks in America in the 1800s. Tubman Rossisa well-known
leader of the Underground Railroad and is said to have delivered betweel
sixty and three hundred people out of slavery into Canada. She
a nurse, scout, spy, and cook for the Union Armyand wasa staunch advocd

san B. Anthon

for women's rights alongside Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Su
rth-South i

Just as the nation was divided about slavery across No
built on slave 12

so was the Episcopal Church. Southern agriculture was
their owners. Rather, southern Episcop

Slaves didn't worship alongside
plantation owners built for their black slaves their own churches ministere

by white clergy. Northerners, for the most part, supported abolition, buts

northern white churches segregated their members according to the col
their skin. The Episcopal Church never took an official position on slaye
the United States and declared itself@

When the South seceded from
s organized themselves as a break

arate nation, many southern diocese
church called the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Confederate Sta!
?Em_.._nm.,;mmmwmnowm_ Orﬁnr&ano:mnomnﬁm%m split and conl

to list southern bishops on the roster at general conventions. At the!
the Civil War, the southern dioceses were invited to return to the Ep
Church; in 1865, the Episcopal Church was once again united.

h. Before the Civil War began, fifteen other -

can Americad
gainst the

also servedas
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Rise of Ind
- ustry and the Church’s Response to Soci

mw the end of the Civil War o
moving from fourth to first m_

away from farms and small
factories,

grew qui

American i
argest WEMMMMHQ grew by leaps and bounds
re world. As :
town ; peopl
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ckly. But the factori America from other countri ty—in the
ories offered poor itking cousdi es, and our cities
OT .._.ﬂH-OBM-

o .
safe working conditions, child labor,

Episcopalian and .

! s, who sh : poor housing.

n need, responded wi M ke baptismal noBEmnEmEm .
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{1 ._mn T : Tn.m churi 3
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B . Y communion, altar
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gl rucifixion and death. But Muhl ‘_u . %;.a
_ 18 on a personal relationship ﬁ&mm M_.m o
od.

n_uou..ﬂ Ho_umm__
when Chris-
retained the

o

0 et t
he name brotherhood prevail, let the

. ~ ' the Church of the Holy Communion.” re be no differences of worldly

—William Augustus Muhlenberg®

Women’ :
: s Auxiliary to th
Board el
d much of th . € Board of Missions . .
- The éoamzmmmwu&%m for church-wide vaommmﬂwwnuﬂm by
uxili
Women (ECW), 2 M_Q gave way in the 1970s to %_m m:u. o
;acC T
urch-wide organization whose SmeMoww»_
n1s to

.rﬂdamﬂ— na HH%. v @. -
e Om QH%OH .— mr M
esni n Hmmwu g H—...—MN.B WN.HHH@AQH AH\ Iec

st George's in New Yo .
B ork City
as well as societ: » created clubs for gj
- cieties for different interest mamhw Nﬁ;&oam?
- He also built

?mu._.._IEm".__wa «
: T8, “Add.
ch of the Holy Co nﬂmmm vw ﬁrw Rev, Dr. Muhlenberg at th 3
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HISTORY 71
: for the Episcopal Church became known as the Chi-
. 4 started parish ) e
ith gyms for the city’s pooT children an ¢ago Quadrilateral and is reprinted on pages 876-77 oc sqw
church schools Wt of the Book of Common Prayer in the section called k QJ
pursing programs. . Historical Documents.” In the early 1900s, Charles "=
The Oxford Movement

. n it i ﬂT—Q
. .. Catholic” traditions 11
’s introduction of “Roman ices in other congre-
gt Zcrﬂmaﬂﬂwﬂm& for other “high s mﬂﬂnwmﬁumﬁ started in
mid 1800s pave Followers of the Oxford Mo 1 Catholic
. d the country. Follo h to readopt Roman ca

gations aroun ted the Episcopal Church to :osts wear chasubles:
England in 130 N eing candles on the alar, P
practices SUC ﬂﬂwwua processing with 2 cross, and oWou..mm: Catholic back-
and other ves h w numbers of immigrants from weomers to the:
the cross. éﬁr .M America during these years, many ne .
nds arriving . ituals. _
mﬁc al Church felt at home with these i d by these rituals and felt they
Episcop cople, however, were offended by “ied that these for
Many w&mw,w Hoﬂo_u._»u Catholic practices. ?Mﬂmém the Roman Cathos
pesies i mE make the Episcopal Church simuiar e “Roman’ Episcop&

mal rituals /.zosgmﬂ ways, 100. They feared ....w_.mm a BOM al beliefs.
Bie Chueeth 2 to exert power over people’s I * was not in
Church would try sy, known as the “ritualist oouﬂoﬁaﬁ%&mﬂm reft
This Mosﬁ.““hw the bishop of the Diocese cM ZMH»&W s
nificant. For € _ it had candles and a :

. rch because 1t tion consk

to visit a Boston chu sements. In 1868 the General Conven qué Ho 5t member ch i [
and its rector Wore MW vy 4 Bresidini Bishop uorﬂm e 2 n er churches of the World Council of Churches are based in Africa,
Ta ‘ of these praci i aribbean, Latin America, and the Pacif
2 proposal to ban such p ¢ch and kept most _ . ) . e Pacific.

mnﬂ amﬁ diversity was mo.Mﬂ.Mw M,MrMﬂ”Mmm and the wine during Eucharist
. bowing and LIt
EEmnm. Only

acts of adoration wWere forbidden.

h@ﬁq Brent, an Episcopal bishop, led the way 0
woiu_d worldwide ecumenical discussions. In 1927,

@€ presided over the World Conference on Faith
- a0d Order, which later became part of the World

acil of Churches, a fellowship of about 350  This is the symbol
ristian denominations worldwide, © for the World Council
The Episcopal Church continues to work toward o Churches.

¥ with other churches. In 1950 the Episco-

al Church helped found the National Council of

sAurches.'' The Episcopal Church entered into full communion with the
elical Lutheran Church of America in 2000 and with the Moravian
€h in 2010. Denominations in full communion recognize each other’s
€IS, ministries, and sacraments and can exchange pastors and priests.
:.._.Suou is not a merger. Rather, denominations respect differences
€10 a common witness to Christian

. faith and service in the world.
discussions of communion continue

between the Episcopal Church
esbyterian Church USA and the United Methodist Church.

e Episcopal Church
of its emphasis on envisioning its mission through a lens of the
. A1 Church in the 1900s and Early 2000s 30d's presence and action in the world—the Episcopal Church
The Episcop ‘Ccommitted to being engaged in social issues, Even so, as we
rlier, the Episcopal Church has at times fallen short of living
ust as the United States was largely segregated after World
the Episcopal Church. Segregation and racism were major
the Church in the 1950s and 1960s. In the 1960, the Epis-
i to work more actively to address racism, by supporting
mﬂm giving time and money to organizations that worked
i€qualities. We remember a number of Episcopal civil rights

— __m WCC we e % W W1 n _:_A—_ :__.__w con
. . .
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US church lea :
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the various US ¢ Mm%o:& could address modern Prot “ w_.
Lutheran, wo_ws Mﬂ William Reed Huntington, mb.mEMn .&M . -
i 0 .M&Jmm that the Episcopal Church .um.“mﬂﬂ . s
:smwawohﬂ. %ﬂoﬂmﬁﬂo:m to unity as one Church. This
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activists as part of the Church year. Jonathan Daniels, a young European-
American Episcopal seminarian martyred in the civil rights movement and ) _.n_amzmzm_.: S
Pauli Murray, a civil rights lawyer, political activist, and the first African ~ atomorr i E&.:n_nmm. that we might hope, trust, a d
American woman ordained to the priesthood are two among many. — oW filled with God's dreams. »77>h and remember .
While African Americans had been attending seminaries since the 18005
it wasn’t until the 1950s that the Episcopal Church began to welcome botlt
blacks and whites at the same seminaries. Some of the priests in the Episcos
pal Church were black, but their congregations were likely to be black, t00. 38
Some dioceses merged black and white congregations in an effort tos
integration. In 1970 John Burgess was elected the first African Amen
diocesan bishop to serve a diocese in the United States. The Union of B
Episcopalians,'? established in 1968, is an organization devoted to prepa
and encouraging black Episcopalians to live out the Baptismal Covenantas
to participate fully in the mission and governance of the Episcopal Churd
It has members throughout the continental Unites States, the Caribk
Canada, Africa, and Latin America. In 1991, General Convention de
that the practice of racism is a sin and called on all Church members to W

Bistory of the Ep;
Bvos i M.HMM%& Church among Native Americans isn'ta
. Jamestown, Virginia, called for the Church &vwo:m
- = Hﬂml
“live in darkness and miser-

latter half of the twentieth ¢
res .- 3 entury, the Churc s
. ) hater and E urch. Two Native gm&ﬁ&l@mia P oy
to remove racism from society. iz nmegahbowh—are celebrated for their min: endle-
Today about 3 percent of priests, 8 percent of bishops, and 6 perc eIf ministry with
members of the Episcopal Church are African American. In 2008 as
worship service held in the church founded by Absalom Jones, the E
pal Church publicly apologized for its involvement in, and support f0
institution of slavery and for its support of segregation for years ait ¢ ping an o
abolition of slavery in the United States. This apology is part of a long# utreach partnership among urban Native Peoples.”

of reconciliation that continues today. .
In 2015 the Episcopal Church

Michael Curry as its presiding bish
first black person to hold that p .
his first address as presiding bisht
out his vision for the Episcopal Cht
branch of the “Jesus Movement;”
go out into the world and be “inst
of God’s reconciliation.” ]

MH&MQ.E@ of the Episcopal Church

he Epi joi :

g:ﬂ MMMM& Q.:._Hnr Jomned with the World Council

i nUoQH *ctrine of Discovery, * the belief by Christi o
o vaim ownership of “discovered” land that &?MMM

Michael Bruce Curry, the 27th Presi
and Primate of the Episcopal Church,
2015, He was previously bishop of the

ZQﬂ “F aro
O NSAQ 1mﬂm
D D ?

e/repudiation ‘qon_u.mam.&wnocaq Www.episcopalchurch,

12. www.ube.org
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the work of the Churchin forming disciples within Spanish-speaking commu-
nities. Reaching out to this fast-growing segment of Americans continues to
be a priority for the Episcopal Church.

Asiamericans have been part of the Episcopal Church since the late 1800s.
Hiram Hisanori Kano was the first Japanese American priest ordained in
the United States in 1936. Kano served as a missioner to Japanese Americans
in Nebraska and ministered to many in Japanese internment camps during
World War 11. The Office of Asiamerican Ministries offers resources 10
spread the good news of Christ among Asian American communities.

Women and the Episcopal Church

Historically, women have not enjoyed the same rights to church governance,

Jeadership, and participation as men. In 1889 the Episcopal Church adopted
the office of female deaconate as a way for young single women t0 help care
for the needs of the poor and sick and to train young people in the faith. But
deaconesses did not have a Jiturgy of ordination in the Book of Common =

Prayer and had to resign if they married.

The Episcopal Church also revived religious orders for women. In 5#._...

Anne Ayres, a parishioner of the Church of the Holy Communion in N
York City, became the first religious sister in the United States in the Anglis
can tradition. But women still were not invited to leadership positions in t
Episcopal Church.

From the 1920s to the 1950s, the number of deaconesses declined. In
many women interested in serving the Church worked as directors of Ci

tian education or teachers at seminaries.

In 1944 Florence Li Tim-0i became the first woman ordained a priest in the
Anglican (ommunion. She was ordained in Hong Kong to minister to Chine
refugees in umumsmmm-oﬂcu._ma China.

Tt was not until the 1960s and 1970s that women gained greatel
within the Church. In 1964, deaconesses Were given the right to marr
in 1970, women could serve as lay readers and deputies to General
tion. After a resolution in 1973t ordain women as priests, o1 July 29
cleven women deacons—known as the “Philadelphia eleven —wereo
as priests by three retired bishops.

Two years later, the General Convention changed canon law (02
ordination of women into the threefold ministry of deacon, priest,
Tn 1989, Barbara Clementine Harris became the first woman ;

b
&
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Bishops, Executive Council, and presiding

recently for issues such as gun violence,
d sacred land

social justice issues. The House of
bishop add their voices, doing s0
climate change, marriage equality, racial reconciliation, an
rights of indigenous peoples. [nternationally, the Episcopal Church actively
works toward just peace and eliminating global poverty, fostering sustain-
able development in support of the Sustainable Development Goals adopted

by the United Nations in 2015.
The Episcopal Church today has about 6,50
baptized members, about 5

Part Four

0 congregations and missions
80,000 of whom regularly

and 1.8 million active

attend Sunday worship. About three-fifths of the laity and one-third of

clergy are women. The Episcopal Church is growing more ethnically diverse
w how we can live together in diversity as one.

and has the opportunity to sho

community. About 6 percent of .
Latino, and about 1 percent are Asian/Pacific Islander." Our buildings, cul-

tures, languages, and our styles of worship vary greatly, but we are a people
bound by a shared faith in one God, common ministry, and common prayef.

Episcopalians are black, about 4 percent are

Transforming Questions

t a contemporary issue facin
bout the issue? Have you prej

g the Episcopal Church todaye

1. Be Attentive: Selec
udged the issue OT those

What do you believe @
who espouse one posit

2. Be Intelligent: Identify an experience that
ffirm or challenge your belie

ion or another?
relates to your pelief. How does

this experience @ 2 What other understandings

are possibte?

3. Be Reasonable: What do others believe
confirm your understanding with others. W
do these other positions bring to your own beliefs?

L. Be Responsible: Do your new insights suggest that you might 2

at might you do in the future to invite oth

about this issue? You may want o

hat new information or perspect
ct diffe

5. Be in Love Transformed: Wh
share different perspectives on an issue?

.
14. Tables, Charts, and Resear ch. www.episcopalchul

SEmmArmnm-mEa-nommmnnv-nmuonm

ch Reports, The Episcopal Chur
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“ISET MY HEART ON GOD" 79

Part of the v
problem with seej ;

has a verh f; . ) seeing faith only as belief i

. b form in English (to believe), faith aﬂm elief is mr.mr although belief

- commonly borrowed * snot. To faith? Rather, “faith”

glish verb form for £ tts verb. Therein lies the p

B.&Bmvﬂv ‘_
| vmr.mm Wmns.vmnonéh.
- as we now conceptualize it,” o

enti
i rely modern i Ko Ms. Luhrmann writes, “is

INTERLUDE

"| Set My Heart on God”

roblem.

O pointed out that
., when the King James Bi
V€ meant something like “to rom_.‘ammw - .

Smith once wr

. ote that the affi ion “ i

iy nwm Nl s irmation "I believe in God”
'and soul, | noEEEm&

e : ¥ opt to live i i

| : ﬁmma by him, trusting his EM_HQ .._Mm ol to bim.1

| ‘1€ argument has been made that “

icene Creed in Lati
g atin) has th “
ying I believe,” then, € same root as “heart.”

: , isn't just a st
ists. It's a i i
statement about where my heart is QE&:@MFQ, -
. : en I proclaim, “
’

e to live, ¥ heart to God. To give my heart changes how

.. &._ Wilfred Cantwell Smith
Wwas printed in 1611, “to

used to mean:
» L hereby pledge to him my

1

ore than fifty-five years ago in a Gregorian University classroom i
Rome, my alma mater, a professor introduced his course on the theol-
ogy of revelation—what we know about God because God told us—with

Credo” (1 believe, the first word of

this image.
In a large lecture hall, accommodating several hundred students from
perhaps fifty countries, he paced, slowly, along a raised platform.
He pressed one white dot with chalk on an enormous blackboard. 2
a dramatic pause, he said in Latin, “The white is what we know about
The black is what we don’t. What we know is little. But the little God
given us to know is precious.”
Among the precious little, one might say, is the Nicene Creed, a fo
century profession of faith prayed during Sunday celebrations of Eucti2
“ believe,” at Roman Catholic Mass. “We believe,” at the Holy Euchari
Episcopal churches.
Though you may have said this creed for ten, twenty, or fifty years _
been for you prayer or recitation? For much of my life, the Nicene Cr
worship seemed to be a recitation of beliefs, hardly a prayer.
[ was delighted, a few years ago to read a New York Times op-edb
Luhrmann, a Stanford professor of anthropology, in which she clais

“the role of belief in religion is greatly overstated, as anthropologis
”s

Praying the Nicene
i Creed in thi
id pray, “T set my heart on.” 0 this way. In place of “I/we believe ”

d to this is lov y Ty
a oQ& old story about the difference between “I b liev
set W, |
et my heart on). If you watch a man wcmhhm \
y ga

. two tall buildi
make it across, you believe “that.” buildings and bet ten dol-

W, you believe “ip ” fyou place yourself in the

long known.
[ was drawn in by the clever headline: Belief is the least part of 2

headline is overstated—but, I think, not greatly so.

15. T. M. Luhrmann, “Belief is the Least Part of Faith,” New York Times, May 29,2013,
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CHAPTER FOUR B e service of Holy Bapri
; - - = Ep— : . . aptism and the “ G S
=l : QO:Em Prayer in the Book of Co HM Daily Office” of Morning Prayer and

\V/ B sian Creed among histor; on Prayer. You can fi
j ist . an find th an
* (pages 864-65), g historical documents in the Book of OoBEMHH» wr -
rayer

Faith: Whom Do We Trust? & ——

In his interlude to this cha

w:._m was printed the wor
I hold dear.”

pter, Bill points out that when the King James

nmdwm:mé._EE
. e best und .
What does it mean to hold God dear? erstood as meaning

R These creeds
e are ancient state
ns and disputes i ments of belief th
6 or putes in the early years of the Church nat grew out of ques-
sxactly are Jesus and the Holy Spiri - Questions such as: Wh
divine and human? Is _U%H.vm:, it? Is the Holy Spirit also divine? ~. J .
of i ; elief in God th ¢ Is Jesus
SEli€lin one God? Ho e Father, Son, and -
founcils in Nicea and MMMHmnﬁMm Father, Son, and Holy Spirit _,MNHMMNM e
h pn 1 mumnmw Ombgﬁ.m on, towns in @Hmmmﬂﬂlmmww ‘.—..Cl.nmww BMH p CWOF
Rw—m 2&00 1es to HUOUQmH these @meﬂ. ‘.. uring
ne Creed. The Nicene ions, and in response

o ] Creed i
MY, 5O j i 1S a stat ;
» 0 It begins with the phrase “We believe,” ement of faith by a com-

Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately be
regained his sight and followed him on the way. (Mark 10:52)

In a few words, “Go; your faith has made you well,” Jesus healed blind Barsy
timaeus. Without sight the world was threatening, dangerous, limiting, ai

full of fear. Blind Bartimaeus made a life begging at the side of the road, tak=

eaT mmnw:_mmﬁm &O O
mv S H.@@Q Q.m H mum m € answers to H__Q @ est; on :—0
Crie S

“Have mercy.” Jesus answered, “What do you want me to do for you?" ch asked candid
teacher, let me see again,” be said. Jesus then proclaimed, “Go; your faith Estions are: idates for baptism in the early years of Christiani
made you well.” i Tistianity. Those
Bartimaeus’s faith gave him a new way of seeing, and it showed
world filled with light, hope, and possibility. In this new world with
Jove, Bartimaeus need not be afraid. Perhaps Bartimaeus had been tau
as a beggar. We do not know. We do know that Bartimaeus was healed.
loved Bartimaeus, and he was s0 changed by this new way of seeing that!
got up immediately and followed Jesus. Just like that, he became 2 discip
Our faith too is a new way of seeing. Through faith we see the world®
place in which God blesses us and invites us to respond with loving 2
When we see the world as God invites us to do, we are drawn to beco
lowers of Jesus, just like Bartimaeus. We express how we experience G0

love in our statements of belief.

ou believe in God the Father?

qa:vmzmﬂmg._mmc .
B Ltics s Christ, the Son of
You believe in God the Holy Spirit? o

for bapti

: ptism—or theij )
T OQ a . .

tions to day alon godparents—continue to answer these very

t : g with the entire ¢ .

.vm..wama_. The Apostles’ Creed is a e ongregation gathered to wit-

h the phrase “I believe’ —“T belic ,W r monwzm statement of belief, so it
ein )

B e od, the Father almighty.”

A minute or
P two to read the Apostles’ Creed slowly.

.....Emom.nrm_umnrmw &Swmvg
(3o of heaven and earth, &

Statements of Faith i
i Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord

conceived by the
: pow ..
bom of the Virgin 253. of the Holy Spirit

: H.Eamn Pontius Pilate,
cr cified, died, and was buried.

We have three official statements of faith in the Episcopal Ch
Nicene Creed, the Apostles’ Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. We
Nicene Creed during Holy Eucharist and we say the Apostles’ Creed

an
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He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Setting Your Heart on God
The Apostles’ Creed begins with the words
“I believe in God,” we aren’t asserting that God e
are in relationship with God. I¢’s like saying to so
in you.” In his essay that precedes this chapter,
“creed” and “heart” share the same Latin root. So, as Bill sug
proclaim our belief in God, what we're really saying is,
God.” What a difference this makes—Dby setting our hearts on
entering into a relationship of trust. The creeds are statements

God we love and trust.

Say the Apostles’ Creed, substituting the words "I love” for the words

“] pelieve.” How does this change your understanding?

The Trinity

The Apostles’ Creed

_..1believe in Jesus Christ. .
her, Son, and Holy Spirit. We call God

in one: Fat
distinct, and equal persons, the Trinity. The word
Latin words—iri meaning “three” and unitas meaning “unity.

three persons united in one God.
Theologians in ivory towers did not invent that Go

That understanding of God reflects the experience of early Chri

resurrected Jesus and the comin:
the Church to an understanding of
a God in-relationship, a God who is
God is Trinity is to believe that relations

(like the Nicene Creed)
1 beljeve in the Holy Spirit . .

God as a community of outpo

hip is at the heart of thi

“I believe in God.” When we saj
xists. We are saying tha
meone you love, ‘1 belie

Bill reminds us the WOl
gests, when W

“I set my heart
God we
about

is Trinitarian: believe ink
. Three peis

who exists in three
‘trinity” comes from
” God's natl

d is three-Iis

g of the Holy Spirit. That experience

being-in-community. To bel
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To believe th :
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t
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church on MCDQN% Mu oth the present and the future mﬂb the past
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he future. AJl m” past only in relation to the EmeMMb%MwS el
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ose thr time with
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€
ay no mor
God, we can s
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:Sitv—God the ..T,m.%mH.
: f the H.,HE#Q e ﬁ..On_u
; i first person O J magnificen
we dmmﬁgﬁaﬁwhwwm real, that thereisa éouwmnmm mM Enﬁmmﬁmz concern
affirming that &0 - hom we trust, and Who 15 7 + peorls
Bihonie mﬁmﬂmﬂwwﬂmgm and our relationships with other p
with each of us—our 5

.. e love G
iming that W God
: even more than that, we're procla r&mar% with GOGE
O ME t0 God, and we want to have are ,
. earts 4
we give our

ighty,
the Father almig
creator of heaven and earth.

da
inj d. The God we ~o<m. mmomﬁma c.m as g !

o UMMmMManMMH“MMMmﬁoQ again m..umn MMMHM HMOHMMMM%%
D ol i d. We believe in . %

tinually reconcile us to Go e el hins, evey
MMHMW o mE.w wc MMMM‘MMMWM“HMWJmﬁgm .cwm ﬂ.v mNﬁMMmm MM“ :

S il Eﬁoﬁ the Bible, God is described in B~ ) M -
g 15:19“% nd female. In Isaiah 66:13, m.oH examp ﬂw.o. F
s mmwnm her child. God is mmmmd_umm as bM o el
ok Sﬂo nMMmeﬂ calls God “my Rock. me WMHMQ by
mﬂn mxmﬁwp%hmﬁ“mmmwwammm many wbmmmm MOHFMM%“ mmm Emmum o
churc : .
gy Emw mocHMwMM m%”%m”pmmw acknowledge that .MMMMH.
e A on image cannot adequately momnn._n e
ol >Mw~oa|mba our loving relationship éwﬁmm g

>nwbo€~mmm~nm8§€ different way. When the MMmHm& -
e H \ iourneyed out of Egypt and won msa o
émaﬁﬁwmm . MMM guided them with a cloud by day HM ndap
muﬂ%mwﬂ“wrm% had nothing to eat, God gave them
night.

ing the world, The poo
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enough for their daily needs. When they were thirsty,

rock that Moses struck, ordering it to gush with water to

God led them to a
In the Christian scrip

quench their thirst,
tures, Jesus continued to show us new ways of see-
1, he said, will receive the kingdom of God, the hun-
gry will be satisfied, the sad will laugh, and mourners will be comforted.
.Hgg Wwe see the world the way Jesus sees it, we Io

ok at the world a lot
differently. Later in the chapter, we'll explore how believing ;

d. Receiving the king-
dom of God with

€W eyes prompts us to be part of making God’s dreams
the world come trye,

eve in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.,

in a little country in the Midd]e East two
d years ago. Instead, we're committing our lives to this Jesus and
g his followers,

or disciples. We're committing ourselves to the Law
s (the Ten Commandments) and to the
Our neighbor as ourselves.

second part of this phrase (his only Son) affirms that Jesus is the
human image of the Divine.

Imm:mmmum Eﬂ.bmmﬁﬂ%mroicmﬂrmmmmmbnm
which is love, We call Jesus “our Lord” because we know he brings us
 Father. In the Gospel according to J.

ohn, Jesus says, “I am the way,
th, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”
ev. Christians who acknowledge Je

sus as their way to the Father
ieve that God does not relate to those who commit to God in

new commandment of Jesus:

2d by the power of the Holy Spirit
e Virgin Mary,

God entered history and

one of us. Jesus was born,

and grew up in that family. The Gospels

uth. This shouldn’

t surprise us. The Gospels aren'’t modern
y'are proclamations of the

good news that God’s kingdom
+ the risen Christ.
&ls do tell us [ots of things about what Jesus was Jike, Like
laughed, and cried. Like us, Jesus faced temptations, Like
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d asked God to take away his troubles. ) ,
was crucified, died, and was buried

s faced times of weakness an

us, Jesu
Like us, Jesus needed his closest friends for support. Like us, Jesus felt pain He d
. ) escended to the dead
and abandonment. Jesus was subjected to the great suffering on the cross. Jes ad.
Our belief that Jesus was God in the flesh is called the incarnation. The P nr.%m really did suffer and die as 2 hum
“AJirod e . Chose t . an o
Virgin Mary ) o suffer and die as one of us. We wmww HMM MMomm. Mﬂocmw Jesus, God
scended to the dead n
ot

Becessarily to sa
: y that Jesus li
Bt thet Qo o ous literally went to a place
those who rmM MMMM M&<m.905 through Jesus ﬁowuh w“r” - ammm resided,
ady died before Jesus was born mbﬁw Emﬁo EM mrﬁbm and
world. Death is

‘0ot the last word fi
B Or an
0.all people. yone. God offers freedom from death, or salvati
4 vation,

d among us. We say the words
th the ancienf

Word became flesh and live
nity and to connect Jesus wi

both to emphasize Jesus’s huma
prophecy in [saiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you 2 sighs

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name=

him Immanuel [meaning God is with us].”

the third day he rose again,

"horn of the Virgin Mary" proctaim our belief that Jesus did
nce of a man, but was truly human, as well

h is that God redeemed creation by

The words
not simply take on the appeara
y divine. The scandal of our fait

Hter Jesus died a number of w ,

o dedan omen came to the tomb wh i
g h@”ﬂbﬁﬂ?ﬂmm and oils. But they were msmwwmmmwmmﬁw -

: R e immbw ospel according to Luke, two angels Mbﬁaﬂrmﬁ

B e o hadise Q.HO.B the dead, or resurrected, and the o
e &mQEMm érao_Emm. woﬂ forty days, the risen HmmM v

P Scipe HWEEO H.mn.omENma him whenever they mrnnmmwm/wm&mm

A Mcm in F:W.m 24 is a poignant story of tw w&wﬂmﬂ

b e hat stranger with them is Jesus right at th, oment

BY Conquering %m&mmﬂmm_. e

e , Jesus opened th

| e . e way for eternal life. i

i mHMM Mm anEbmm. Eternal life and wm._<mmnw”ﬂbm._ .

P mwwmimbnmﬂwmﬂ m.cmmmdcm and a life where our sins mwmmwm i

B reriences Oﬁwﬁos ooa.zw_mno_% as human beings livi on

et ottt od and with God’s help we can mak. vsm. -

- ——— HM mwm demonstrate God’s Iove to others e

| . the dead, we no longer have to i .

e - And just as he revealed hj ek
e ashe ealed himself to the disciples, J
ey 9m through the Eucharist, the mwmnmm.m HMmM

o \Ummﬁr chmr the loving actions of peopl )
) id not end the story. Pt

as trul
entering into it.

Jesus was also fully divine. Nothing separated Jesus from God. J&s

expressed the love of God in his life by healing the sick, forgiving sins, meE

broken relationships, turning away from evil, and calling everyone
n that Jesus was just a man who &

hip with God. We don’t mea
ut that God the Father lived completely in Jesus. God toe

ing
to friends
a good life, b
human nature in Jesus.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

It might seem odd to mention
Pilate in a statement of belief abo
He receives a bad reputation in our
of the Bible as the Roman Jeader W
tioned Jesus at his trial and condem
to death on the cross. SO why men’
in the creed? Mentioning Pontius
name sets Jesus squarely into hut

tory. Pontius Pilate was governot
n in Palestine that’

an ancler 1t Hmmwo
Bt
S e

of the Roman Empire, which from hdesus’s resy
: ) spes i rrecti :
A 3 CE, the time of Jesus's crucifixion; nal life ction we are made a new creation and gi
. o A2 L i
G2 the city of Jerusalem. The Jewish’ given a way

Josephus, who lived shortly 2
records Pilate’s rule. God becamt

The cross is a central
specific time and place.

Christian symbol.
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He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
dwells with the Father just as someday we will, too.
ght hand” don’t mean that Jesus is literally sitting

We believe that Jesus
The words “seated at the ri

next to God on God’s right. In the ancient world,
e host. It is a way of saying that Jesus shares in

as ruler of all creation.

at dinner sat to the right of th
the authority and power of God

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Jesus came tO proclaim
kingdom of God has come near;
1:15). God created the world

ruling the world is that God has a
to love our neighbors as ourselves.
living creatures. God sent Jesus to sh
will and to offer the healing we need to love ourselves,

We also look forward to a time when we
ordance with God’s will. We look for the time when our relds

od is completely restored, when we meet God face-to-faces

and live in acc
tionship with G
so to speak.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

The Holy Spirit is the third person of th
our present, and our future. The Holy Spirit is Oom.,

work in the world and the Church—from the beginning of time to ete
The Holy Spirit is the breath over nothingness at creation, the manna
heaven that fed the Israelites in the wilderness, the words of God at the
“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom [ am ¥

pleased” (Matthew 3:17). The Holy Spirit is the rush of violent wind atF€

ence in our past,

of Jesus’s ministry saying,

\VVVN

The descending dove is a symbol
of the Holy Spirit.
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the holy catholic Church,
“Catholic” i

we i

faith communi
unity, all those wh )
Church was f; who believe in Je
ounded sus. Accordi .
: Pentecost. On Emﬁmm when the Holy Spirit descended :Em to tradition, the
~ tized at the founding mvw Mﬁom thousand were baptized WME Wm apostles
i o e Church - We, like those b
~ ingand fell . urch, devote ou B se
e ellowship, to the breaking of bread mMMmMMM to the apostles’ tea
’ e prayers” (

the most important person

on
ap-
ch-

the good news of God: “The time is fulfilled, and the ~ the communion of saints Acts 2:42).
t, and believe in the d news’ (Mark P . ¢
muwmwmwm Mwm MOHMMMMM@. dm%ﬂmﬁ we BMms by 1 w»“ word “saints” here means a communj
| - bers of the wo&vN 5 unity of faithful @momuﬁm the nany
y em-

i f Christ ieve i
nitiated inco tho , Who believe in God and Jesus Christ. Wh
. When we are

life of the Chu
A Py s L o rch at bapti
> s.” This is different from the :wwmwwhwwwm‘%m become a saint with a lower-

orin th i i
e Roman Church for their devout [ Saints who are given particular

lembership j ive: ;
R P in the communj . s and miracle S
ni s. Affi
ty of saints means that we're related i Tming our
in our faith

m:oEmaBmE_u
ers of the Bod .
nship th . y of Christ, or th

P through worship, prayer, and serving Mbmwwﬂ onﬂ. We care for that
Ooh

purpose and order for the world. We are
We are to take care of the earth and all
ow us the way to live according to God's
others, and creation:
are no longer separated from God

giveness of sins,

er what we d
O wWron

75 US even bef, 8, God wants to restore fr o
efore we ask. H.Hmbnmm_‘:mu with us and

; At bapti
uc:Mnm evil and turn to Jesus %h,mnﬂr We—or our parents and spon
€ mark and faj] . 1st as our Savi . -
tolive u avior. But inevitab
things w p to our baptismal . tably we
. edon’tdo. S . mal promises by thj
‘ . Sometimes o : . Yy things we do—
Netimes we fail to do wh ur actions bring evil into the world
3

at God .
kenness of creation. So S mmwm us, which can also contribute
o' : and agai o
Lol t€sorry, and ask for God’ gain we need
diways forgive us.

e Trinity—God's power and pré

to turn a
Yk way from
giveness. We can be confident that

tecost when the apostles began t© §
the good news of Jesus in other lang!
(Acts 2). The Holy Spirit is the perso
the Trinity that strengthens, no!
and sustains us. Through the Holy
we live in Christ and Christ lives i

Through the Holy Spirit, we bring Gt
joy, peace, and justice into the world:

Section
of the body, and the life everlasting.

that God will ra
: . raise us in o .
&.mrﬁcm therab ur entirety to a new life wi
ion. T Mm of the Body of Christ—the Q::_nw wé God.
€I experience paj €sus conquered sin, suffering, and aém share
and, as ammEHM nor suffering, We will be Hmm:q\mg ) eath, we
and erected people, we will be united with Gt s
Sl peace with one another, lovi nited with God, living i
ssible now:. Ultim, T, loving God and each other g1In
earth, not ev: % tely, nothing—not sin, not sufferi oy
P 4 €n R . ) erl.
eath—will separate us from the wonm MH M Mm
0od.

P,
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Faith as Seeing and Responding FAITH: WHOM DO WE TRUST? 91

Bartimaeus's faith opened up his eyes and made him jump UP and fol-
Jow Jesus. Notice those two actions: faith gave sight and sight prompted 2
response. The same is true for our faith. Our faith means we see the world
within 2 relationship with God. And we respond in ways that maintain our
relationship with God and the world. Like Bartimaeus, we're called to follow:
We say we believe in—set our hearts on—God almighty- What we se€
isa God who is with us, loves us, and takes care of us. God is at the center
of our lives and we promise O live according to God's will. We say we
believe in—set our hearts on—Jesus. What we see is 2 world in which God -
Knows us intimately—our pain, our joY, and our fears—because through’
Jesus he became one of us. Jesus still shows us signs of the kingdom ¢ g
God, a world marked by life, jo¥; plenty, and justice. In return, we prom

) w.ﬁ for all life,
b gﬂw Ccame mbﬁ
v ) o the
That is, Jesus ?::MM H% to fulfill the laws that G,
3 he loved himself. >b&omm laws by loving God oﬁwmﬁ\m to the Israel-
\ - more, through hi and loving his nej
gh his r ) g his neigh-
b esurrect =
gh Jesus, God mma&:mrmmmmm for all the times we &“M%mma i
y God:

to be disciples of Jesus: to make the world more like &m kingdom of GO : W In the New Cove a new covenant, a s laws.
We say we believe in—set our hearts on—the Holy Spirit. That means & ed by joy, comm nant, Jesus promises HH ew relationship with
see a world in which God acts in the world today, offering forgive B8Ecalls us to respond unity, plenty, and justice M the kingdom of God 4
sustaining life and growth, and guiding the world toward its Fulfillmen tCommandm, ——— keeping his Fé. n the New Oo«ﬂmnm_hH
We respond by welcoming God’s guidance, accepting God's forgiven i ents: s, especially the followin !
and seeking 1O align our actions with God's will. We do this by taking m:%_ _wsw the Lord you =
ime to worshi God and ach d ffering God uestions with all yo your God with all
time to worship God 2 to pray each day, © ering God ourq ) your mind” your heart and with
. with all your

asking for guidance. Through prayer We invite God into our decision
continue to ask ourselves whether what we are doing is sharing the

that God gives us. ll love your nej
5m~m~HTOW as
yourself.”

. Bow these 1o (Matthew 22:35-40)
Believing changes how we see things and how we respond to the ia%.._ : o o Great Commandm
Belief without action is not betief. ents mir

How Do We Know How to Respond?

s

M W&n and neighbor. The
) offers a specific guide

Remember, our relationship with God is a covenant relationship: i
el _Odeﬁ Wi
ith God
means that
we:

of the Jewish scriptures (Old Testament), the life and ministry of ]
the promises W€ made at baptism tell us about how to live into E
covenant. When God established the covenant with the Israeli
Moses, God promised to be their God, guiding them and mmﬁbmﬂ
food, and drink. In Tesponse, God required the people t0 be £
justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with their God. Chris

to the sacred covenant God established with the Israelites @ ne €
enant. Think of the word “old” here as a term of respect. It
that this covenant is n0 longer life giving OT relevant.

.._m& .
. and bring others to kno
 the place of God. e

2t in thox w n
ought, word, and deed: and
)

ﬂamm fo W i u
T OHmTH@. prayer, and the st Q%

these acti
S€ action
R S a
on who brings s free responses to our lovi
out the best in you, wh oving God.
& o makes
you
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Jaugh, who stays by your side through both good and bad times, and Who Asking for Forgi
asks something of you. We introduce that friend to our other friends, and ' Th aeness
1 € second of the fi
" ive baptis
) and whenever [we] mm:ﬂﬂ_‘.“ & me_ promises is “to persevi
sin, ere in resisting evi
g evil,

we make time to be together. .

These first four actions place God at the center of our lives. They helpvs -
we can see the goodnest Bromise to be perfect or never to g and return to the Lord.” W,

" e QOH—_..H

to know God's generous love. Knowing that love, . .
that God wants for the world. By taking time to love God and putting God - r keep. We promise that wh © sin; that would be a promi
en we sin we will mise we could
acknowled
W@ SW—NH sﬁ.a

; o u0ne,
at the center, We allow God to draw us toward actions that share God's love: ' God HMQ away from sin
o ]
These actions will be to: ¢ and those we've hurt

. love, honor, and help our neighbors;

things that bring peace to the world;

. respect life and do
ourselves and our bodies;

4ll that we do;

. respect

. be honest and fair in

. speak the truth;

. honor the life and gifts of others.
n we join God’s kingdom we also 10
creation as G servation. We take care of the &
o<mnﬁr.5m.5.:. We live honestly. We usually think of rules as a AU
cwm%grm:u wmoEm mocnmr..E.

but they're really 2 way of freedom beca
BﬁEQ.HTm OEOoﬁwde and the New Covenant reveal what it m

be in life-giving relationship with God and with others.

Putti
utting Your Faith Into Practice

. -Nmﬁmu we see E
e W :
up by faith. With our orld in a whole new way wh,
. dments of Jesus, and every action, we try to mM: en our eyes are
are the ways we ﬁﬂu . our baptismal Ppromises h _Os the two Great
Into practice the faith that’ ‘m P us do that. Our
S In our WHGN.H-HW

God loves all creation. Whe
od loves us—withoutre

Breaking Relationship
es we fall short. 188
ive:

own will instead of ! .
d, with other ped t Wh

n't always easy. Sometim
s sin as “seeking of our
relationship with Go

Following God's will is
sin. The Catechism define

of God, thus distorting our
with all creation” (BCP, 848). When we sin we are breaking our
to God and our relationship with God and one another- We often
selves—not God—first. Every day, things that are bad tempt Us
ay our faith and takes away OBk

God. This evil takes aw
love and see the possibilities for a world filled with G

Identify a tj

time w

at happened? Wh hen you felt embraced by God

N 0 was present? What was sajd = Sty leseribe
oes it feel 10 or done?

d feeling at the :amvﬁ“ be embraced by God's love? W

braced by God's (oye? hat do they suggest about wh :M: were you

: at it means

ble: Share
your story with
You a stor ith a companio -
y about feelj nand inv
on? How are 5m<~hﬂ__=m God's embrace. szmﬂ_ﬁh your companion
= Suggest? Itrerent? What do the &3:2% e
Ies and

thelove of
know God’s

e not to sin, but we can promise 0 acknowledge:
h God's help pre

iWe cannot promis
eek forgiveness, and wit

have acted wrongly, S
right choices.

<

“,u_.aa”z:mz
o<o=:mm .
sy for the grace to do . d to give up to take up that
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\. ) “A TROUBLING CALL"
The perennial Chri v

INTERLUDE

A Troubling Gall

o th . stian strate ;
€ apostles’ teaching and mmzmmohmwa 2:42—"They devoted themselw,
. es

u y WHmuI.m...—Mm bee to th

2 n paraphra e breakin

A va share the mwOHmmm.ﬁ £ ed as (1) gather the folks: ﬁWuOhn VMMMQ and the
- i reak the mv.ﬂmmn_w

k a troubled teenager named Jesus to a mor B, 1o the point i,
.. ath

tery, to a monk who had a reputation asa teacher and healer. The®
troubling him. “God,” Jesus said. “God is making!
out who I am. About what I might do. 166

—I— is mother Mary once too

asked Jesus what was
wonder about things. Ab
know why.”

The monk suggested that Mary allow Jesus to stay with him for 21
He convinced Jesus that God would not trouble a young man in
The teenage Jesus was healed. He returned with his mother to N
where he lived a relatively happy life as a carpenter—and died of old

Commenting on this story he heard from Jesuit peace activist £

Berrigan, Tom Roberts, now of the National Catholic Reportet, th

nalist/columnist with the old Bethlehem Qobumﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁv Globe-Tines th
tand as signs of contradiction it i

“Christian communities should s
they don't, then either the kingdom promised is here in all its ful

we're doing something wrong.”"
The remedy is God’s, Roberts continued. Nevertheless, '
live at the intersection of very mysi&

.. Never did those freedoms brush 3
fe of that wild holy thakSs

v, H.umm been my hero
: umv_mnowm_ Church,
¢ar Romero of FJ Salvador was ma

Ng Mass. He h
. : ad preach
t violated human D.mmﬁmmm a serm

rtyred .5 1980, shot to death
on calling on soldiers to dis-

which, according
ts, “held that evo-
arranges itself toward
emerges . . . in which
m:oamﬁﬁoon_:.nrm

urch bo
ok that tommemorates the sain

hi .
4Ty until reco. nr atter inexorably
fome to gnizable consciousness
e moa.mﬂ. unity and find its,
Nisciousness, al

takes us into account. We
doms, God’s and our own. .

other more intimately than with the lift
thousand years ago in another Bethlehem.” wa ;
1 £ vﬁ _&: .
All we have been given—energy, talent, time, money—has m.mmamd\. 18 pulling the evolutionary process
for the sake of God’s remedy, the kingdom where everybody 154 $9E0ade him to teach. He o B
: ; You think? Still, he re © defend himself against

all. May we not! .
. s ma.
d: ‘O OOQ\ if in - i ined ~Ov~m.~ UEJEW the year

God’s remedy begins with God's troubling ¢
dav fe
nday.” He did. e [ have not been wrong, allow

==
doms and a Wild Holy,” Bethlehem Globe-1¥

17. Tom Roberts, “Mysterious Free Grea
reat Cloud o Wi
of Witnesses (New York: Church Pupjj h:
ishing,

2016).
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Dorothy Day adopted a life of voluntary poverty, opened 2 chain of
soup kitchens and hospitality houses for the poor of New York City’s Lower
East Side, protested war, and supported labor unions. Michael Harrington ;
described her as“a mystic out of a Dostoevsky novel.” Thelate Cardinal Joh:
O'Connor, in 2000, then Archbishop of New York, recommended her for-
sainthood. “Rare was the young priest untouched by her life,” he wrote. E
worried us. That was her gift to us.”

As a relatively young priest, [ was asked to lead a retreat for some 0
hundred nuns, many infirm, waiting to die. I spoke of the crucial differe
between the occasion of a call, perhaps long ago, and its meaning, Wi

8 CHAPTER FIVE

Navigati ;
g vVigating the Church:

rom Local to Worldwide

comes later. .
Some of us may not experience the joy of mining the depths of the meaft
ing. Some of us may receive periodic insights, renewed zeal, and other ¢0F
solations—including that the wisdom and rhythm of Christianity is th
of the cross, allowing God to draw greater good from whatever evil
our way.

The most powerful meanings are often those we don’t recognize Ul .
look back, reflecting in completely different contexts on the occasion :
calls. Then, having waited for the unfolding of meaning, We may

God opening to us DEW life and new possibility.

éo
e vmﬂw Mowﬁwr:wnr\ ekklesiq,
L. ed out by God to be i
g e all. The entire Chu e

: ure of the Epj
4 Pisco

£you to hear and wmmwoww HQanr Sl

0

L 0f the kip o ,_
o G s call?” “Is the Church stand

m. . . ~ . >
nhu ur OMH WOr wﬂm W H= .~H0~ %o: €X MOH e H*Hmmm zmmﬂﬂon

. “ »
MHHOHN:% means Om.:mhw out. H :.0

chap-
ask yourself, “Is mwm

Knowing
S.

of the Nicene Creed

- hol i T
. .E. il Qomm@ﬁ catholic, and apostolic OM” EM&
. Hﬁu -_-_‘

tr m“wm%nrw and poor alike
Y class and level of m

for both m
| en and
A € pray for the whole Ch o

ducati
e Mmmou. In the Prayers of
» all Christian people

19. Ibid.
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NAVIGATING THE Q.Ex,m:” FROM LocaL 1o WORLDWIDE

i{]
God and each other in Christ” (BCP, 855). To 8row the kingdom of God th
i community of Church needs each of its members to carry out his or her role
s about how the hurch s e here he can be - these mempers toactin a coordi
The oneness of the Church s w_u—mnm at the Father's heart w .
led to the one liams?

. E:N_MH he can be seen. —Rowan William
known, w

i

. ching =
tinues in the tea
stolic because the Church nwwupwma Jesus's death and
) . a iter
The Ovca.o his »W Mum apostles began 1n the me on Pentecost, the énﬂm.....
and community ﬁrmm the baptism of thousan 1y baptized “devoted Emﬂﬁ.....
resurrection. Just & Q.mmmm tells us that the new &%m breaking of bread ané:
(o} S . inan
of the Acts of the Zw reaching and mmzoéa.%“ 8@5% central actions in 4
selves to the %ommmwmv The Church noucucmmﬁwm present day.
the prayers” (Acts 2 w.a birth on wmbﬁono.m N community of people
unbroken history from arts, the Church is the hrist as their Savior.
Asawhole and Emﬁmowm and turned to gmmcmm i God the Son, and
. e ) ther, .
at baptism, Hmuoc_nnéro believe in Oom the Mmm the one, holy, catholi¢;2 ;
S w»ow—;ﬂ Episcopal Church is part o
o N
the Holy Spirit.

Everyone Has 3 Ministry
tism is fu]] initiation into

» €ach member
: the Church, The baptized can also think
. iselves a5 missionaries sent out on behalf of the welfare of the world.
A SHEMinisters of the Church include laypeople, bishops, priests, and dea-
. ile 3] ministers share the basic minjst and mission of re resent-
) h. ¥ P
apostolic Churc i and his Church, each person is called in 4 different way to fulfill that
. f hexagon & mice: . . .
A Living Organism < acca beautiful mﬂmﬂmm%mﬁom deir hosd S an E_mmwow Mlmwﬁmov_” find nrm_M Mministry ,_...M.Fn.m .mbn_ mnMEm
bee colonies . the beauty of the i ® Students, workers, parents, communj activists, and so
The homes of M&mﬁ More mBmNﬁm than reanism, each with a sp! g three ministries are ordained ministries, whose Primary
iR pEHEey ﬁommna in a colony as 2 mEm._o M NEQ. One queen bee O Support the ministry of the laypeople
vmrmiowmomm ps the entire noaaanmwa Mmmm of life, worker _uM@M ) the specific Ministry of each of the ordained ministries, also
to play tha h day. Depending on t hed eggs), clean house, 0 B In chapter 9, In the next chapter, we explore the Ministry
1500 Mwmm HM of larvae (the newly hatc Mnm bees begin to monwm. N “I€ is a brief explanation of the holy orders, Bishops serve a5
bees) take ¢ w increases, m nes (male b .
food. When the nectar mwm bees attend to F?mm&UMo heir colond 3 Um”m wmﬁoﬁw ofa &o_”mwmw Priests Hmmn_mnoamammwﬂoum mw a
& ] . o ) =0ple. Deac
e i oo o o o B ol e
with virgin @cmmd.“& depends on the ooBBMMMﬁMQmm. Bees are S0 In Worship ‘hmsumowmm bishops v:.mmw and deacons are 4]
> 114 e k r ? )
The n&oﬂMm mcH and on each bee ?EE Jm. ~mm to protect it. A g : Piscopal Church,
needed to flouri ill give up their i T t0 its COMES
. that they wi -ved to be a dange -
to their no_oa. it has perceived to' ism with
soon after it stings MN . ”bm Church js a living organt
g bee hive,
Just like a

king well
. When wor
h with a specific role .no.vgw restore all people
members, eac év dy with one mission: to

.y one bo
rwlwm acts as

The Episcopal Church

¢ Comprises ahoyut 1.8 milli
I

on members jn about 6,500
; NS organized jp 109 dioceses, three hundred bishops,
<« Church: Archbishopl S 0 nowmamMmﬁ.osm\ and Dearly 3,000 deacons through-
Holy Catholic and Apostolic C October 28, 2005. . Latin America, the Caribbean,
. ! O " S
20. Rowan Williams, Mn_”oc:ﬂm_.. Ain al Sukhas, mwwwusn_.nm‘vrﬂ\ 1675/68 Caribbean count:
Global South to South mﬂszmw%ofzsacéba
illiams.
w_nnﬂu:waiwﬂﬁ
ic-church
apostolic-c

Taiwan, and Europe,

Ties included ip the Episcopal Church
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Puerto

Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras,

are Colombia, the Dominican Republic,
Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Venezuela. The Episcopal Church in Europe
rches whose membership is made up mostly of US citizens Parallels between th .
" the military, employed in busi and the mﬂm_muma_ mmﬁmﬁmm Government
pal Church

ion. . .. ...
..... «++o... Episcopal Church

comprises US chu
{iving abroad, for example those serving 1

ness, or studying in a foreign country.
Episcopalians understand themselves as both Protestant and Catholic- President . .. .. .
their own language, use a Book of . Congress -+« Presiding Bishop
terpret the ;. e
i _ | Senate. . . .. General Convention
..... +++++... House of Bishops

eason, and tradition to in
hrough

because they worship in
h of the early Church t

Protestant
r, and rely on scripture, 1

Common Praye
Bible; Catholic because they uphold the fait
.......... . Diocese

the sacraments and creeds.

Hous
e of Representatives _ Hou
- se of Deputies -

The Episcopal Church affirms 2 principle of comprehensiveness, .
considersitself tobea Church of the radical center, Catholic and Reforme¢ . overmor..
once fully Catholic and Protestant. «“While applying this principle of com§ : State Legislat o
hensiveness is extremely difficult to doin ?.moﬂnmw writes John Weste! { ure ........ sz Dioce
in A People Called Episcopalians, “the struggle to do sO is an important Gty............. san Convention
of our tradition.”” Nevertheless, the Episcopal Church is commonty €0 -~ +---... Congregation or Mission
among Protestant churches (that s, distinct from the Roman poicand RN seeveseiain....., Rector Vi -
Fastern Orthodox Churches). N B ) Hmm_‘_ Missioner,
While just over half of US citizens are members of a Protestant € L City Council . . . Sl (arge
only 1 percent are members of the Episcopal Church. (The largest P sesvseieaniii., Vestry
denominations in the United States are the Southern Baptist Conventi
the Methodist Church.) More than half of all Episcopal churches B s, ]
have members numbering in the th = m MWM as .é#r the US government, each
o ming bod » €ach leve
ayp eople mbw Qme.vM_JMm House of WmmToHuw - Q_ﬁwmmHWm church pol-
ected by their dj el Emm_”o:wm of Dep-
every three

hundred or fewer members. A few
Conventi
. : tion, its pri
fi3titution and muNEOE,:E:.VN responsibility being th
dlutions concerning bbm .Om the Church Amoﬁwgmzm d - mainte
e a
relations, and soci tional and world affai § documents)
. social issue IS, interreligj
Parallels with th S, among other topi gious
cs.
e two houses of the Gm@O You prob-
ongress. The

- uuMﬂ.OﬁmH OTG.H.OHH i eant to aCllitate 1t (o) W1
1S m ili
n *. ;H i S EmmmH n r
» .O- at

A Bird's Eye View
Episcopal Church 18§

US government. The box on page
vernment has three levels of m.aﬁ
al Church is divided into

Structure of the Church:

A helpful way to get a handle on the way the
is to look at its parallels to
larities. Just as the US g0

the simi
federal, state, and local—the Episcop
too—churchwide, diocesan, and congregational, each with its @
f the Episcopal Chu S t0 partner with
._ on of God local churches in their minist
) H.w\ to mvmm.l

leader. The presiding bishop is the leader O
and rectors (or vicars or priests-in-charge or

lead dioceses;

and Tobias Stanislaus H
d Edition (Harrisburg,

Your Local Church

aller, A

pPA: Ma i
. 2 church ha
s cha
nged over the centuries J
. Jesus didn’t

s —
haron Ely Pearson,
€ Was Jewi,
sh) nor dj
did he establish churches, J
. Jesus was

21. John H. Westerhoff, S
Jlians: A Brief Introduction to Our Way of Life, Revise

2014),22.
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on a mission. Traveling with a group of people who shared his mission, his baptized in T0 WORLDWIDE
s « » tal Or a m
was a ministry of “The Way. Communities of people who followed Jesus received ember of th
a letter of e church th
trans at has

and established unique Christian practices in a specific geogra] hic region fe
q p P geograp . or her as a member. er and then recorded him +++++

didn’t emerge until fifty or so years after Jesus died. As mentioned earlier, ~ chur Not eve
these communities were referred to in the Epistles as ckklesia, translated most B Mwﬂcmwnwwﬁm a formal SmEvaWMM mmouqro m#m.:% +F +.+.
commonly as “church” in the Bible. What it meant to be Church changed in The Can M.B& members attend regul Mwh.mmmcosv
the fourth century when Constantine made Christianity the official religion Written rufes HMG of the General Conve M W
of the state. No longer was it illegal to be a Christian. Quite the opposite; ognize Evamnwﬁ MMS%.B the Episcopal Chy MH-\ the
o , Tec-

being Christian benefitted a person’s social standing and career.

Atits founding, the Episcopal Church was a collection of parishes within
a particular geographic territory. Many served dual roles—an assembly that
gathered for worship and for community governance. Again today, people
are reimagining what it means to be Church, with more and more local
faith communities defining themselves not by the structure and traditional =
practices of the Church, but by 2 shared sense of what it means to ua.....

vacam on ﬂrNﬂ OTEON‘H mﬁnMHQﬁQN 0‘.\.:: cn.

nti
tin good standing js 3

ticipate in the mission of God. Participating in the mission of God is oft * : : d.722 Praying, and giving for th
understood to be caring for God’s people and creation, sharing faith st= “eefnance of q Congreqat; €
. ) . . . : a
ries, and working toward changing unjust social structures. Some of th s o0 getion

govern themselves i

new communities are known as emergent churches. Faith communit
are as diverse as the community of individuals gathered by the Holy Sp
Because the nature of emerging faith communities are diverse and

be easily %Mnav& as a whole, in this section we will introduce tradi doing m:m.ammm M.Mm you might want to inves M&E.nw could be different
local churc communities. di . €ry vear, a gate your
Iscuss Emﬂ sfo »acongreg own church s

A congregation is 2 group of people organized into 2 local church. M8

of the nearly 7,000 churches in the Episcopal Church are self-suppors EM” MHMM.J .Hm_mzmzwﬂoﬂm s L Mwn.mna m.wmmm their concerns. At E.b

communities that worship regularly together. A priest who leads a € seit's d 5 hey also elect delegat, mw ﬂmmmn_ou. s budget and Emnﬁn m is

is called its rector. The governing board of a church is called 2 uSs all the ._nEn for mﬂmqmﬁﬁmaﬁun the diocesan convention o

Churches that receive financial support by their diocese have missions < and ELMMMW n.-m running the nObM“.. mom“nwm church to get together
(] i on,

Cision, e
- 5“ Mmﬂocn the local church’s u&m_mmnnmw i
gy . on, fin
st meetngs. The size of the ¢muamm.
— ion depend on the b e
e laws of the state P e

and have a priest assigned by the bishop.

Members of a Church

A member of a church could be defined as someone who shows up
tributes to the community in some way. That's all that is important#
communities. The Episcopal Church, however, has an official d
Although all baptized are members of the universal Church, the:
congregation you belong to depends on Episcopal Church rules:
person is baptized, their name is recorded as a member of tha

tion and they becomes 2 member of record. Membership can be

from one congregation to another by requesting 2 letter of transfé
original congregation. So a person is a member of the church he

1 Som
o .m noanQWmﬁ.OU@
Nior warden acts

aurch, Cang
! n 1.17.2-4
York: Cp in Constitys;,
= Church Publishi on and Canops-
ng, 2015) ? The General Conyent
' nhon of The
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Every legally incorporated congregation r».m bylaws. .H,.rmmm laws, mm_wmﬁ.m 3 Each congregari ALTO WORLDWIDE 10
by the members of the congregation, determine such things as who 15 eli- L of the bisho Wmnn.i contributes money ¢ .
gible for election to the vestry, how officers are elected, and when the annual a portion opﬁmr and diocesan staff and to M w the diocese to pay for the sa]
meeting is held. The bylaws of a church must be consistent with the canons churchwide Eoomm contributions given to Mrw run diocesan programs salar
(rules) of its diocese and the Episcopal Church. B Cornmitices nmzmeBm and staff. Members of mrmwanovm_ Church o « , witt
: . ' ed commissions of churches also s upport
y erve on diocesa,
n

Hmﬂm.ﬂ WCHQW Hrm Tmmwﬂow I
a Q QHG ccOH.mﬁ

ns T w
are ﬁVOmm M.OH. memmﬂ
’

Mission and Ministry
The Catechism in the Book of Common Prayer (page 855) tells us that the’ orities of 4 g for evangel;
Bmmm._oao:_.—m Church is “to restore all people to unity with God and each locese. Diocese sm, for

other in Christ.” It doesn’t say anything about buildings, clergy, vestries, 0
budgets. But every community faces practical, ordinary details that helpit
carry out its primary mission. At most congregations, vestries oversee bud=
gets, the clergy lead worship, and committees carry out the work of Chri
e next chapter we carefully explore the mini

formation and mission. Inth
ntinue to look at the way the organizatio

of the Church. For now, let’s co
the Episcopal Church helps make that ministry happen.

rbs: repent, be, do, give, e ©0 be to oversee angd
nd su

How does your church live into God's strong ve
e hungry, clothe the

forgive, g0, SOW, Pray, judge nof, fear not, feed th

naked, heal the sick, welcome the stranger. .. ?

Your Diocese

The Episcopal Church isn't 2 congregational church: it acts not OB

but as part of a diocese led by a bishop. A diocese is the basic mi
administrative unit of the Episcopal Church. Individual churches act¥
the rules of the diocese—and share a common mission.

Your diocese is one of 109 dioceses in the Episcopal Church (9
and 10 international), which range in size from fifteen (the Did
Worth in Texas) or thirty to almost two hundred churches (
New York, one of sixin the state of New York). The Diocese of ﬁ
largest diocese with over 84,000 members in 111 churches.” M

cover entire states. Others, in densely populated states, cover ontjl
of a state. The state of California, for example, 18 made up of Si%

while the entire state of Wyoming is one diocese.

PS have author;
tdiocese, Bish,
..&Femw who

Q over m
atters . .
ops ordain pri of faith, discipline
I priests and deacons , and gOHwTJu

wish t . ;
O receive the sacrament m“ ordain other bish-
o

B
|
=4
=]
=
A
=]
Q
=
=3
o
]

€S, one chur

ch se

ﬁma from the hmﬁ.”mm as the diocese’s cathedral

3 the oldest sj word cathedrg, that i . The word
. sign of the auth 7 is, the teaching seat

ori i
ty of a bishop. It's similar to

urch from 2015 Whose r .
- OO
[ [wrerw.episeo ; fis a cano

e

33, The Episcopal Church, “Table of Statistics of the Episcopal Ch
The Office of General Convention, January 2017, found on https:
nnv_muaPmmzmnﬂnaum:mrlwc.__ 5.pdf.
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nmw_-mﬁ. oth .

the ordination of a bishop- The lead clergyperson at a cathedral is called a expre er bishops consecrate 10
dean; assisting clergy ata cathedral may be called canons. L S5es our belief that th a new bishop by the |,

3 ‘mw.Ew_orwmm a continy € ministry of 4 bishop is Ying on of hands, This
The Diocesan Convention . _wm_um: communitieg §M”_m apostolic ministry m:%nﬂ.mﬂ of the Holy Spirit

! ! ome di one ec
Each year the diocese holds a diocesan convention of both laypeople and o e dioceses are 5o large th another. ommunion of g
’ . -~ UCEse alone, g 8¢ that one bjsh ;
clergy. All clergy in 2 diocese, plus a number of elected laypeople from each additiona) m o they elect anothe Bish Op cant serve aj] ch
g ishops: ei T bishop to he urches in the

congregation, are given seat, voice, and vote at convention. Some dioceses
have youth representatives. (The number of laypeople that 2 congregation
sends varies from diocese to diocese.) All Hm@nmmoﬁwnﬁm to conventiony
clergy and laity alike, elect officers to various comimissions and councils of
the diocese and vote on the diocese’s mission, ministry, and budget. They. e

may also vote tO change the diocesan constitution and canons. Every thrée $hips il OH n z.um Episcopal Chur
years, every diocese elects deputies tO the General Convention. i .

Diocesan Constitution and Canons B veen the Diocese of Beth]
1 | e

Diocesan constitution and canons are similar to a church’s bylaws. The
the rules that govern a diocese. These rules determine things like sta d
new churches, supporting churches whose membership or finances _ n:_wm worship, support
dwindling, electing 2 bishop, sending delegates to convention, choosil
committees, making rules about church governance, and deciding o8
duties of diocesan officers. The constitution and canons are accepis
modified by diocesan convention, but they must always be consistelts
the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church. " : roughout the worg

Diocesan Council

Between conventions, the business of the diocese is coordinated by a
esan council. Diocesan councils are similar to vestries in a church. T8
on behalf of the diocesan convention during the year. The dioces
is usually made up of the bishop and other elected clergy and 1

Election of a Bishop

=5 Detwork; ral
. . . . . aa ng a and Soy
When a bishop reures, dies, resigns, Or1s called to another mint to discuss wo cross diocesan lipes and th America Each
diocesan convention is called to elect 2 new bishop. Usually 2 thority over the mmon issues. Provip often offers Jead
. . . i . ; : . 1r ces a
committee 18 formed that reviews resumes and interviews can member dioceses ! rosmémﬁ hold no

egates to convention meet the candidates and vote to elect a
tain majority of both laypeople and clergy delegates at the spe
are usually required to elect a new bishop. Just as the dioces
approve a priest for a church, the election of a bishop must
by a majority of standing committees (a body that serves as
Lichan) in the Episcopal Church. Once a bishop is elected ant
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Provinces of
the Episcopal (hurch

2016-2018 TRIENNIUM

Province |l Includes:
CONVOCATION OF
EPISCOPAL CHURCHES IN
EUROPE HAITI

VIRGIN ISLANDS

e

EL CAMINO LOS ANGELAS 3
REAL

WASHINGTON

The Office of the Suffragan Bishop

for Federal Ministries
{Hospitals, Prisons, Armed Forces)

Under the Direction of the Presiding Blshop

The Episcopal Church in Micronesia

Convocation of Episcopal Churches
) In Europe
L Under the Direction of the Presiding Bishop
>t
- |
i s
UQ.:M.D.EWDH_RBEHP :
ADOR CENTRAL,
mﬂnc.rnﬁn..«aﬂzr
zbmo:._u.»r PUERTO RO,
T VENEZUELA
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Just like the US Congress, General Convention 18 made up of two leg- the Chy NG THE CHURCH; ERoy LOCAL To

islative bodies—the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies. The betwee reh.” It serves a5 the d WORLOWIDE 17
House of Bishops is made up of about 300 Emrowwi_uo.% active and retired. n Gen, ecision

[t meets once every three years during General Convention t© consider leg-
islation and twice a year between conventions for worship, prayer study; -

and dialogue. At these between-convention meetings, the House of Bishops. A Viconre: of the K,

. . President of ouse of
often issues pastoral statements that offer guidance and advice to members: e Epis of Executive Coy ncil
of the Church. ?%wua Church sets jis }, =
The House of Deputies has about 900 members—four clergy and fo : 016-2018 udget every

lay deputies from cach diocese. Each province may also send twO youth ..

B trienn; B, gn.
; .z:EQw about $25 ninium budget for the B 8t Genera] Conven

General Convention, each of whom can be present and speak but canfts . J..“.H... Individy,) nrc«%“.mu”ma for every bap _.,MNMM 1copal Church was ap¢
vote on resolutions in the House of Deputies. A president of the Hot E&& ministry, over 3 ave a combined byg member of the Episco “ﬁ
of Deputies is elected from among the deputies. With bishops, dep e _Hua.w of the an.Q‘m.mo for every mem wwmﬁ of MN 2 billion for »r_u
youth, and a multitude of observers, OVer fifteen thousand people attet . eir dioceses, cop, 118 at the nobmu.mmmc.oﬁ. This reflects that EM o
General Convention. | €S budget. The wmmmmwmhaom.m fund aboyt m% al and diocesan mm<m__M~

| i B

The Presiding Bishop

Piscopal Church s
The presiding bishop is the Episcopal Church’s chief pastor and P Emuﬁmummu mewﬂwmmr is divided into mjsg; .
representative to the world. At one time the presiding bishop Was the B ecuon taddress the Fiye bmwanmzﬂ of the bud mMM.“ governance,
bishop present at the meetings of bishops; today the presiding B A En.ﬂ and interfaith m; .mla of Mission mm nds mission,
clected by the House of Bishops and confirmed by the House of e mission, 12 percent moh‘m: as local and
serving for a period of nine years, Ot until his or her seventieth bi > Proposed by the Tt Thance, and 30
presiding bishop leads the Episcopal Church by serving as its sp! 0 EMM and reflects the pri mﬁnn_nm Committee
to churches throughout the world and providing guidance and uﬁma 018 budget E._.oan.obnmm adopted by the Oou Program,
Episcopal Church. The presiding bishop presides at the House e i by the Anglican Oohmw are guided by the Fj eneral Cop-
and General Convention, visits all dioceses of the Church, a0 oceses around the v, Mmunion and adopt, M ve Marks of
chief consecrator at the ordination of 2 bishop. As is true for all met . € Good Ne orld: Pted by a numbper
the Episcopal Church, the presiding bishop must act within the o Bbaptise, o Ws of the Kingdom
and canons of the church. . Bt ., furture new believers
i ; az: need by loving service
Not all the heads of churches in the Anglican Communion are E BvME:ﬂ Structures of soc;
. rsue Ociety, t
example, the archbishop of Canterbury, the head of the Church! Peace and r, econcili 4 o] nwm:mumm violen
is appointed by the prime minister of England. ation .

n.. m

n .
d sustain and renew

8 mmﬁﬁmnm s
cutive Council N . ~“tedin that t+; )
Executive . Onciliation to triennium’s budget i
Between General Conventions, the business of the Episco the Uniteq & enable the Ch ek § & commitmen¢
out by the Executive Council. The Executive Council t2K ates © respond to sys.

dination, development, and gvﬂmgwuﬁmaou of the m
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. Wial basis by 4 number of congregations throughout the country that gave
Church i 1 .mmmn_vmn_n to the mnman__.um Commission on Liturgy and Music. In 1973, addi-
. d Canons of the Ep fecone! iscopal Church, local nwn- : _ tonal rites and revisions, which included Rites of Initiation, the Daily Office,
Constitution an -« 2 o of diversity ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ“mqwﬁﬁ abide by the Oouﬂﬂmn i w“_a the Psalter, were authorized and again tried oyt throughout the Episco-

there is 2 ey please. The example, SP Pal Church. In 1976, the commission submitted 4 ¢
JMMMMM”m cant do ir»ammﬂwwww“ mqu.nF .ﬂ._a_.#m. ﬂ‘wh““ﬂm we can use dur- L ETayer, which was passed.
& of the : 1| as whic vote 10 \
tion and Omhwﬂaﬁmm and remarriage as M”Mmﬁ in stone. Delegates can
rules about m these rules aren
;ces, although

:._.m services,

raft Book of Comtnon
.
a] Conventiol.
Jutions. Those passed by Gener
SOLU ]
rules through re
change these

. iscopa-
our life as Epis
eral Convention and mo4Mﬂan opalarchives.org:
become Acts of the mmwﬂ._on are published at WWW.€p
> Acts of Conve
lians. All

At each of these Genera] Oosﬁ_naonm.
Use of Deputies discussed the revisions
me official with the
1, Canon 3 of the Canons of the E

both the Hoyse of Bishops and
and additions, The prayer book
approval of a majority in both hoy

ses in 1979 under
mmon Prayer
le of Legislation: The Book of Co
An Example 0

Piscopal Church. The process of
el ﬂﬁw%,.H%Mﬁwﬁmmmﬁ Churc s govermns
e o s 50 b o e
The Book oﬂﬂ _Mo%:wﬂowmwﬂoﬂmmﬂwmﬁm%ﬁ mﬂmwmﬂmm &MM.H W” .
MM.__HMMM:%EEN ﬁhm“ﬂwﬂﬂmms to authorize its use. Every i
Convention mus

. the b
ommon mqw%mﬂ.; '
ch worships using the moomuwmhmng ctions within the .v‘ F
Episcopal RO who does't follow hange continually, along Vi
can reprimand a pri language and culture time to time we chang
book. But cmasmuwcm& and the Church, from
way We unders

The Anglican Communion

ber of the Anglican Communion,
¥ governed ch

a group
urches with 85 million Christians in more
that share 2 common faith, rwno_.w_ and tradition. Mem-
ention took steps t0 €5 of the Ap glican Communion, sych as the Church of England
book; the 2015 General Oou%bm the opening Prayer o Aurch of the Province of Southern Africa, are called Provinces
update the prayer k om Common Prayer. Rea shows how language €52 h has its own chief bishop,
. 979 Boo mon Prayer RS
revise the 1979 Boos s/ o8 4 all des
mﬁub&u.m 15 bee open, an
Buchar IE God, unto whom all hartes
ALMIGHT H

Primate of the Episc

known a5 4 Primate, and jts own
opal C
jurisdiction over the

hurch is the Presiding bishop,) No
bers of another Province withj

htes

s e the thought

hom no secretes are Ea...w_w..pﬂm we may ﬁm%mn&_

knowen, and mwoB = cion of thy holy %ESH through Christ 0%

hartes, by Qmwwwmw:wammuﬁa thy holy name: :
ely

thee, and wo

Amen

mem

n the
B0 churches share a com

mon history j
Ieir faith, :Eww&

n the Church of England
and Sacraments jp

a
€ Q,m O.—OHV ]
AW p@&wﬂwogm to ﬂ#ﬂm an.m er #VOOW ar
..

s roup of clergy
ission on Liturgy and Zsﬂwﬁwwﬁ and between €
Liturgical Commis Convention that meets 1979 Book of Co
elected by Oma._ma& he process that led to ﬁ.Wm. n on Liturgy an
Let's no%aﬁw ﬂ%m Standing OoBBaao* Common Prd
Beginning .H.b mem mﬁ&mm on the 1928 Book M a new Rite of
lished a series 0% S time. In 1967, it @Ho.@o%w trial use. 1
prayer book & .&M at General Convention %Mmmm new Tite
which was WMWME Eucharist were passed.
new rites O

[ —

19
Dent and Sons,
London: J. M.

d Prayer Books of Bduerd 0o o,
24, Firstand m__a,“‘ﬁ resources/bep/1549/BCP—
. lican.o
justus.ang

. The compass ypse is the
n from official symbol of the
Anglican Communion,
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You can read the exact wording on pages 876-77 in the Book of Common
Prayer.

Sharing in these principles, however, does not by itself mean a province
is a member of the Anglican Communion. A province is recognized as 2

member of the Anglican Communion when the archbishop of Canter- God’
bury (the primate of the Church of England) invites that province’s bishop '\ After the - s Promise to the New Ch
to the Lambeth Conference and the Anglican Consultative Council recog- oly Spirit desce urch

_”#o.a% of the Prophet |,

nded y
nizes that bishop’s membership in that particular province. The Lambeth oel: pon the apostles, Peter spoke
s y H.mnmEbm the

Conference is a gathering of bishops held every ten years at Lambeth Palace, & In the Jast days it wi
the official residence of the archbishop of Canterbury. - that Twill poyy 9“;: be, God declares
The archbishop of Canterbury is considered the first among equalsy and your sopg m“% Spirit upon all flesp
emphasizing the equality and joint authority of all primates. The archbishop and your young men &Wos daughters shaj proph
does not have the authority to tell any church in the Anglican Communio ~ andyour old mep mrﬂﬁmm My e
what to do. d " What e i ream dreams. (Acts 2 17)
“ 4rn from this sermon?
\ TO s " on? A
The archbishop of Canterbury, the Lambeth Conference, the Primates’ . .“&.mmn_. Mﬁmﬁmﬂwww - . See visions,” %mm“w&dbm the Iohwmv:.: Wi
Meetings, and the Anglican Consultative Council are the four “instruments’ Wit God to bring Oon_.m active hands of Christ Eﬁnﬂsnmn to become wﬁw ow
of communion” for the Anglican Communion.® ; urch. The mgnnhu.”h”wm”ﬁ near. We are nrmaMMwoza who can .&o_.r
1 dWork. Some wa ¢ Episcopal Church is t0 do the work of
The most basic way Anglican churches express their unity is tom Y$you can become nvolved in Mwﬁmnm:nrnbmﬂ“wﬁ ”w -
Te of the

dialogue, prayer, fellowship, Bible study, and Eucharist. The Lambe
ference is one way of doing this. Another is the Primates’ Meeti
annual gathering of all primates in the Anglican Communion. A
Anglican Consultative Council, a gathering of laypeople, bishops;|
and deacons from churches throughout the Anglican Communion:

By gathering together as one, the Anglican Communion &
together to serve God's mission in the world. The Lambeth Co
Primates Meetings, and the Anglican Consultative Council 2
sible for activities and projects such as helping to relieve Suticl
world. It also maintains the Office of the Anglican Observer @ t
Nations to express its concerns and collect and share informa
UN initiatives.

The Anglican Communion, as you can see, has a loose de
not every province shares the same practices. One exampl
between two people of the same gender, a source of active
among primates in the Anglican Communion. Another is the
women as bishops. Provinces, diverse in their histories, cultur

——

25. See www.anglicancommunion.org for more information about the instrim



118 BE REASONABLE

Transforming Questions

1.

n

wd

k.
5.

Be Attentive: Look at the five prioritie

2016-2018 trienni
of when you did s
remember?

Be Intelligent: What does your experi

are possible?

Be Reasonable: What

experience? Read

um. (You can find the list on page
omething that fulfills one of those pri

Does your understanding provide new

Be Responsible: what will you do as a res

Be in Love Transformed: Researt

(Look on www.epi
and the new prior

ence mean for yo

story from the Bible, h
it. How does it challenge or confirm yo

h the new priorities

s of the Episcopal Church during the

insights?

mnocm_nscqn:.oqm.v wWhat does your experience exp

ities suggest that yo

u do differently?

113.) Recall an instance
orities. What do you

u? What other meanings

ymn, or liturgy relates to your
ur understanding?

ult of your understanding?

of the next triennium.

lored here

Part Six

ng the Good
Responsible

.
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INTERLUDE

==°=

This is wh ‘00" 12
Y your beg . '

read and inwardly g; t way into or through the Ep:

fach woow in the e mwanovw_ Church i

reflecting on the Bible, con-

_uamm._c.bw .
Piven rmmh.nm : Into F,E..DN._H T.mwno._.m\ %6 ;
- = H chuﬂuumﬂﬂ QOQW we mi

; . t
.. nt mmﬂ oth Hmw.“.-.qn QOQ.M Wmu UH@NW out wi

cﬁgm one of your readings through the four Gospels, circle or und heart’s desires With new Gog-

line the strong verbs of God’s good news. Repent. Be. Do. Give. Forgi
Feed. Clothe. Go. Sow. Pray. Heal. Judge not. Fear not. Cast out. Trust.

You will find that many of those strong verbs introduce gospel imp
tives. Marching orders. Mission statements. :

Feed the hungry. Clothe the naked. Heal the sick. Welcome the st
Visit the imprisoned. Raise the dead. Proclaim good news. Sell what
have and give the money to the poor. Love God with all your hea
your neighbor as yourself. Love your enemies. Pray for those who P
you. Be reconciled. Take up your cross. Follow me. Lose your life for
and you will find it. Make disciples.

An impossible job description begins to be written on our hez
our baptismal promises to “believe in God the Father . .. in Jesus €
the Son of God . . . in God the Holy Spirit [and] to continue in thes
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the praj
persevere in resisting evil, and whenever you fall into sin, repen
to the Lord . . . to proclaim by word and example the Good Ne
Christ - . . to seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your &
. yourself . . . to strive for justice and peace among all people, an
i dignity of every human being” (BCP, 92-94).

“1 will, with God’s help,” we say.

“Jesus of Nazareth is 2 troubling and troublesome figure,” the
Dozier wrote in The Dream of God, “and it seems to me the Chus
known what to do with him."

26. Verna Dozier, The Dream of God: A Call to Return (Boston: Cowley, 1991), 67 -

_.Em&no €ntio. mEQQ.
nen bﬁr.—mm.ﬂ
ntly.



CHAPTER SIX

Ministry: Participating in
the Mission of God

|—|rm “strong verbs of God's good news” that Bill reminds us in the interlude
before this chapter are gospel mﬂvmnmﬂimmlmmna‘ clothe, heal, welcomé,
ant ministry. The call to servanthood 1S

@noamgléﬂwm of serv
We begin by looking at ministry with the “Ser=

visit, raise,
found throughout the Bible.
vant Song” from Isaiah:

Here is my servant, whom 1 uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
] have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
A bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he

he will faithfully bring forth justice.
(Isaiah 42:1-3)

will not quench;

ge above slowly to yourself. Pause. Read it again. After

“Who is the servant?” “What is the servé
Song was written as a call to
n—a mission of f

but this time for

Read the passa
second reading, ask yourself,
being called to do?” This Servant
calls his chosen people, Israel, to a particular missio
We see this song again in the Christian scriptures,

servant Jesus:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.

Tsrael. God

MI :
NISTRY: PARTICIPATING IN THE MISSION OF GoD 12

He has sent me
to proclaim release
tot i
and recovery of sight to the EEM apt
. wo&ﬁ.u let the oppressed go free _
prociaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

(Luke 4:18-19)

In thi
mom:M lﬂwwm wwmmmmm Jesus proclaims his m
S release the captives, give sight

et everyone know God’
Just like Jesus,
in [saiah.

3 ”m baptized members of the Bod
1ty, chosen by God and helped b

_M,ﬁob to the elders in the syna-
e S M the blind, free the oppressed
e ome. We share Jesus’s mission.
istry of servanthood that is proclai .

oclaimed

VWN .F.Mw m:nmr wﬁ.w.m_\m a missional com-
he oly Spirit to bring justice to all

Episcopal bran,
ch of th
A e Jesus movement in the world”>
o owed us the way of servanthood o staned a
i .w the Servant Song on page 122 .
¢ and “him” and insert your own

__

Baptismal Promises

] DQHQNﬁmm mv
I O 1Ve prou 11Ses
y T 1 HVN.H.mDﬁm N.HHQ m Q@Nﬂmuﬁm Bmmﬂw %.
ca Or the 5 1S
)

mises. The i
o mw are promises to do the work
—our mission. Whene vy

. .
or Hmmm%ﬂﬁamﬁﬂou we renew OCH.HZO i e % answeri t m._:—l
Imnises Wv

.. 1estions with, “T will, with God’s help”:

tion,

WY, Crazy Christi
ans: A C
all To Follow Jesus (Harrisburg, PA: Moreh
, PA: ehouse Publishin
Wa

g . - - -
1n WEFO@ Found at an_um \\J-..S___ﬁ__ e mgmvﬂ_h_u.s ch OrE;
Pt
-curs !rmmwgu_H_Oc_gﬂﬂ_—nnu._un_uiﬁls_ @lmﬂ.hmncﬁﬂlgﬂuﬂf\.
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125
we do, we promise to strive for justice and peace among all people, that is,
to deal fairly and honestly with others and work toward bringing all people
together as one Community. Because we are baptized Christians, living out
these promises is our ministry and mission,
One way the Church Xpresses its mission is with the Five Marks of Mis-
sion mentioned in the previous chapter:

TELL: To Proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
TEACH: To teach, baptize and nurture new believers

TEND: To respond to human need by loving service
TRANSFORM: To seek to transform unjust structures of s
to challenge violence of evi

ociety,
ery kind, and to pursue peace and
reconciliation

guard the integrity of Creation and
Sustain and renew the life of the earth,

»

mission” can bring to mind the Ppractice of increasing church
introducing People to Christia

nity, or sending individuals or
d to teach or provide services.
St00d in terms of what God’

$ up to—healing and restoring creation.
nis Participating in God’s Project.

When we are participating in God’s

Mission, however, is correctly

Ministry: Sharing God's Mission

om. The ministers a

re laypeople, bishops, priests, and deacons,
Who's been baptized shares 2 common m
s Church,

inistry: representing
out most of God’s mission in our

40ing our jobs with love and respec

daily lives by greeting peo-
Cooking for our family,

t for others, lending a hand
and laughing and co

msoling friends

s mission by working to change laws

Ple are treated fairly, Occupations such as researching cures
Ing to address climate cha

nge, lobbying government for just
'8 a year serving the poor ei

B1s., We also carry out God
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world more closely. What does recon- * PARTICIPATING IN THE mis -
OF GOD

a bank statement? You compare

awals with the bank’s records . ; of a w
orld whose ygfj
i glines

o balances match. Think j

There are two things: : thanged into thei

alls us to live (God's does God el eir glorio
you?

at reconciliation in the
? Have you ever reconciled
f deposits and withdr
our account until the tW
the world the same way.

Let's look
ciliation mean
your written record ©
and make adjustments 0y
t the reconciliation of

;am Mam: and hostility

nd disharmon \

Desmond Tutu.2 What W_\MW
m

abou

the world as we actually live it and the world as God c

kingdom). So the work of reconciliation is making adjustments in how we X
lace of peace and wholeness.

o make the world be 2 p

etiti i
iveness, its alienation
Us counterparts™ }

live in an effort t

ﬂ n- u H ﬂ_.— H H —.— T ﬂ

From th,
; eve
A orld filled wi s always tellj
wh with j ing us what hjs ki
ere needs are met m“pwww a2 world of imacmmmmvﬁa kingdom is al] abo,
] iﬁr OﬁTﬁﬁm

o a Royal Priesthood
comfortable thinking of
od’s kingdom is roote

Anointed int

You might still feel a little un!
inistry. Our ministry in G

yourself as someone

d in baptism. Just a5
those who have

with am
the Holy Spirit anointed Jesus when he Was baptized, so are
been baptized today. After being baptized with water, 2 person is anointed | Creation story i the f: world whe
with oil of chrism and blessed to share in the royal priesthood of Jesus Christ L for creation e e first chapter of Ge P eople are honest angd fu;
In 1 Peter 2:9, the writer tells early Christians the very same thing: “You aré &ind, of the FbM_ zg.m beginning, God Q.Hma tells us aboyt God’s i fair. ..3
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 2 holy nation.” . d blessed EEL M:u and sea—and then vwma plants and nnmmﬂﬁmmsﬂmzse
The oil of chrism hasa Jong history that symbolizes vamﬂrooa and min= ~o0; God's kingdom is mmmmma them. God created kel
istry. Samuel poured an entire horn filled with oil on David's head to anoit om is filled é”r humans have oo ed with life and oy, G “csm:
od anointed prophets (Isaiah 611 Hmun“v M.. elationships and noENMm. This reminds ys %MH M_ mM__
: ) 1€ animals, and the rchm_mw. To each of the cre -
ns— atures

(1 Samuel 16:13). G
abaster jar anointed Jesu
Matthew 26:7). The bapt
prophets.

Moa Commanded, “Be
. a E.olm where there

nd finally, God gave
Power, but for servant-

ful 2 )
B wsaav ly” (Genesis
o gh for €veryone. [t’s a

s with expensive oil before

him king of Israel
ized are anointed into miff

A woman with an al
death and resurrection (
istry with the oil of kings and

1:28). God's kingdom
T every r@@.& of abundance,
ving thing—not for

Our Ministry Proclaims God's Dream for Creation
So how do we live our ministry today? Many of us have loving families g ries about when th
friends, times when we Jaugh with others, basically healthy minds and bo #dom and e“”wr During these time M world was far from beine i,
ies, and not too many roadblocks getting in the way of what we want. 508 of Israe] :ém&w God wanted for EM od reminded the peo h:_m Joy-
of us may face difficulties—loneliness, grief for the loss of 2 loved oné; i ves, m:mmn&_b.mxmm in Babylon ,ﬂr One such time s M M about
ness and disease, discrimination and hatered, and perhaps days We dont o disease, and didn ; € Israelites lived in 4 mmu .ﬂrm
enough to eat or warm clothes to wear. The world falls short of W . aprophet Isaiah to te]] Qé long. But in the mig o
would like. Although we may €€ signs of God’s kingdom, it isn't he Tejoice in Jerysale em about God's dream _qmﬂ i
Em\nm:.. To know what our ministry is, we need to understand Wi ﬁ_mmm_: in my wwb or them:
kingdom looks like and figure out what we can do t© help make it happ shall the soungd MWF. .
“ €Iy of distress, Weeping be heard in j
] wmw:&mpmam be in it \
nold wmw,m\.“””“mv%m a few days,
PSS oes not li .
31.1 am indebted to John L. Kater Jr. and his unpublished work, “The Persistence of tHe Iveouta rmmﬁgm\.
1 of the reign of God. ‘ww : d Douglas Abrams, God Hys 4 B
eam: A& Vision of Hope for Our Time (
¢\New York:

miding much of the discussio
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for one who diesata hundred years will be considered a youth, . Jesus )
and one who falls short of 2 hundred will be considered accursed. - performing mir, ;
__ together. Jesus al cles, healing, forgiyin
SO sent thj 4 g, and :
God this group of ordiis gathering more P

's work in th e
world, 4Ty people to continye ¢

They shall build houses and inhabit them;

they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
They shall not build and another inhabit;

they shall not plant and another eat;

If these seemingly un

: i worth
. kingdom, we can too. Y followers of Jesys coy(g help bri
rin

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. b
They shall not labor in vain, ., /mmgﬁmoa
or bear children for calamity; il The peo
. : . ple
for mﬁw MN&_ Wm ommwnum Emmmm_m. by the Lorp— ) m.«__wmgmﬂ.. Onrm%mmhcw ”%anmqmmm ordinary people’s
and their descendants as Well - Collectin rk that Just like
Before they call I will answer, of times w.. taxes. The disciples ﬁm“mh.gmm_uama in the Jewish nﬁ”_ s- Some
while they are yet speaking 1 will hear. & ot The ey n_c:.vﬂmm Jesus, and the ﬂmnrn Smartest or the BoﬁawﬂnEa.. 1
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, . E% weren't particularly re] vu\ owm_.z over who was th aithful, L,
the lion shall eat straw like the 0X; 3 .Muu.ﬁrn before Jesus v iable either. After 4] they mmm most impc
Wi . as cru ﬂu..m 7 a H .
him. They hag weaknesses Mn_\ even though he a_ﬁwmﬂ .
. s ) em

but the serpent—its food shall be dust.

They shall not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain, says the Lorp. carry out God’
Isaiah 65:19-25 s could b ~0d's mission. If th, s beloved
(Isaiah ) EFWmmMM bring about God's kin mmm Seemingly unworthy mwﬂ@d:b:
God desires people to live long lives, so long that those who live to D rough ordinary ﬁmoﬂmm Om, We can too. God does P
hundred will be called young. In God’s kingdom, people live in the ho gdom Markeq by Justi . e
they build and eat the fruit of plants they grow. All people are treated fai after cali Stice
People do not live without because God provides. God's vision of creaion® in the mm_,”m the first disciples Jesy
marked by abundance. They Jive in communitywithout enemies—where s blessed on on the Mount, or ¢h s told them aboyt the ki
a2 community of peace : are the meek, b ! e Beatitudes: p] ngdom of
i » Emmw d u memm_u ar < Dlessed are th
ed are the pure e those who hup ose who
i 8er, blessed are the

wolf and lamb feed together. God longs for

Jesus's Ministry Proclaiming the Kingdom of God

The four Gospels tell the story of Jesus proclaiming the coming of the by , receive

dom of God. In Mark, for example, Jesus proclaims, “The time is fulfil . Filled with 7, Giods kingdom wilj be filled s_”_ﬂ.nﬂw m.mm God,

the kingdom of God has come near” (Mark 1:15). Jesus spoke about ut Jesus’ y e

dreams as the kingdom of God, a place where God’s will rules. Jest W US's ministry he heale d

the metaphor of kingdom because in the first century, the Jews lo i . Jesus br ought them jo the sick and forgave th

the restoration of Judea as a nation. They were eagetly looking for !Mnﬂocnw Was to his h.:whmﬁmn IS amazing in EM.Wm Who had
who would overthrow the Roman Emperor who ruled unjustly and Jesus touched 4 | 7 of healing ang fo " Stories is
a new kingdom ruled by a just king. » red. A woman who rmwvm_. and said, “Be made nﬂwnﬁmw ess. For

Jesus' words and actions show us God’s dream for us by b S cloak and wag healed oo rmﬁ_o_q&mwﬁam for MM.P and the
community, abundance, and justice to the world. One of the fir n&m:ﬁ Touched by J m«m%mmzm laid his hands op the M _w.m oy
Jesus did after his baptism was to call together a community ! ves with joy, free of di > ealing Power, these lind man
his disciples. They worshiped, studied, and prayed together, and th bt not be able to rmmw Mw.mm What we can hmmhuvm.olm e
_ €M to let them know E%nmm.w.mmcm_ We can bring ca..oa“ this is
e. And joy by
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MINISTRY: pa
or handshake of forgiveness to those who have hurt us. By our touch we can Y: PARTICIPATING IN THE missq
bring joy to the world. : N OF 60D

A Kingdom of Abundance

Jesus's ministry demonstrated what life is like when people are given more ;.
than they can ask or imagine. When the disciples were faced with a hungry b
crowd of more than five thousand people and only a few fish and a couple _
of loaves of bread, Jesus fed them all—with twelve baskets of food to spare.
Nothing ran out. When people asked him to describe the kingdom of God,
Jesus told about 2 mustard seed that grows into a tree that provides 2 home
for the birds, yeast mixed with flour that expands into nourishing bread that
can feed a village, and a field that yields a hundredfold. In Jesus's life of abun-
dance, out of little comes much, We too can share what little we have, and
together with others who have little, provide enough for everyone.

A Kingdom of @ Community

Jesus was always calling 2 community together. He called the disciples’
welcomed the outcast, and forgave the sinner. Consider the story of Je
and Zacchaeus, 2 Jewish tax collector, in Luke 19. Because Zacchaeus
Jected taxes for the Roman Empire, his own community considered

: : respect the dion;

. :mr baptism we sh ° n.w_m‘. as Jesus did € dignity of every hum,

ministry markeq are in the mission ur community m;

proclai by healing, fore; and min y of fait
ms HFNH OO&W W.Hﬂmbmmy V_mmmmn_.

; gcient, kingdom i g, and :

to be unclean and a sinner. He was an outcast. When Jesus came to 0y .noz.ﬁ_ d.:..ocww our BEMH Om Is near. We are me m“u.ﬂ porting othe
~ he announced that they would dine together at Zacchaeus's house. So o murity, abundance muﬂw,ﬂqm participate in Go, %E ers of the Jes,
“pefore Zacchaeus confessed his sins, Jesus forgave him and invited hi » 4@ justice, s kingdom of a Jjf

his group of friends. Zacchaeus responded by repenting and giving b?
taxes he'd stolen. Jesus gave Zacchaeus the strength to change his way
forgiving him and bringing him back into the community _

Jesus's acts of forgiveness restored community and brought pe
Jesus, there’s always more room at the table, and the community ¢l

Where Is 0
- ur Mini
Said earljer, Ministry and Mission?

K b 2.

be expanded. In the parable of the Good Samaritan Jesus tells us » 80 We too are sent out ”:mﬂv_ma out into the wor] God is out
neighbors are those who society says are unclean—those whom! »Eu happens at work, at % serve God E_.ocwroca to spread the
seems to love. We, like Jesus, can invite others to our community’ neighbors d«\wmmm ome with your fami] t the 4@% Your
those who don't seem t0 belong. oc_.mmﬁnr a joyful rmwwﬂc see people calling wm out with friends,
d's kingdom bej » Biving generous] ople together in
’ ing _UHOﬁmmmEmQ. sly, and Nngm .mcm_uv.«

We, Too, Are Called to proclaim God's Dream Hision and Minjstr,

Jesus shared this rministry with his disciples, granting them the pa! . ; .
authority to heal and proclaim the kingdom of God. They ¢OF : .Q.m about gifts of th S s 1n Corinth
= ; . e ..Hv . ’

ministry after Jesus's death and resurrection, and with the powe! Aission in the world P Irit: talents and abiljt , the
Spirit they baptized believers to do the same. Through our ba aul was addressing th tes God gives
. . ; e
are part of the commumty that is sent out tO do God's WO “Answers to Qu struggles thege
estion:
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MINISTRY: PARTICIPATING IN THE MISSION
communities were facing. What were their ministries? What gifts did the . FGOD ]
people have to fulfill their mission? How could the individuals in the com- F B —'/
munity work together as one? We continue to ask ourselves these very same : YOUR MISS] ON AND
questions. This is what we learn from Paul. What does your missi MINISTRY
slon and ministry look like? People minister in a

. \ . variety of wa
There Are a Variety of Gifts g to lif ys. Some help others as he

e . alth i

There are a variety of gifts. In 1 Corinthians 12:4-10, Paul lists the follow- ) as te mnﬁ_ﬁ._.om,._wmﬂh:“mh m_.__dn_ art, some prepare ﬂmm”umw:“w.mmmﬂ._m bring joy
ing gifts: wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, working of miracles, ?.owv&_ how you minister be Ju &rs... the list goes on and on, To e of service
discernment of spirits, tongues, and the interpretation of tongues. And in of the Five Mark +DeEn .S. remembering one way th - To consider
Paul’s letter to the Romans he lists more gifts: ministry, teaching, exhor- arks of Mission., Y that you fulfill each
tation, generosity, diligence, and cheerfulness (Romans 12:6-8). Both lists
addressed the needs of the communities to whom Paul had written; neither
was meant to be exhaustive. The Spirit gives different gifts at different times
to meet the changing needs of the community. So, let’s look at the nature of

spiritual gifts.

I proclaim the G
ood ;
world by: od News of the Kingdom to bring wholeness t
ss to the

e

The last time I Hmcmim:a:::

their missj Sma:m .
EIr mission and ministry was whan: W believers to support them in

Everyone Has Spiritual Gifts; Nobody Has All the Gifts

Every member of the Body of Christ has been given spiritual gifts to take /
their place in God’s mission and each person’s gift is different from everyor
clse’s. Remember, community is jmportant to God. So you shouldn’t be U
prised to know that, while everyone has at least one gift, no one has thema
No one is meant to pursue God’s mission alone. The Body of Christ has ma
members and the gifts of each are to be used in partnership with others.
Corinthians 12 Paul talks about the Church as a human body. The body
many parts, each necessary to the health of the body but none sufficient
its own. “If the foot would say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not bel
the body, that would not make it any less 2P
the body.” And also, “The eye cannot say to thel
1 have no need of you” (1 Corinthians 12
Suppose the person with vision didn’t sharel
Imagine the harm a body could do if it could
what it was doing. You need to use your gifts
with the gifts of others to serve God’s kingdo!

O__m .ﬁ—_:m H _mm O__ ﬁO __C___m__ __ Q —O<=_W m_ msm:.
_

__ /
. Oie way [ cap seek to tran

i sform unj
y olence, or pursye peace Just structures of society,

and reconciliation is by: “iSlisnge

IS week I strove t,
_ 0 safeguard the integri
. in '
@ renew the life of the earth by: tegrity of creation and sustain

God Gives Generously

:wwn the actions you've alread
%10 address the Fiye Marks o

: . y taken and considering possibilities
t participate in God'

f Mission gi
; gives you some i
T R idea of
these questions is gir 15510n in the world. The way each of o
ully made. Each of erent because each of us is ynj us
. ot us has received our own unique wﬁ:w:\w:a

s to fulfill

Haveyoueverreada Bible story where Go

The seven doves repre- .
sent the seven gifts of a smidgen? God provides spiritual gifts genert
the Holy Spirit (see Isa. ~ Hidden behind what might not seem like mu

11:2; Rev. 5:12). something beyond imagination. You, !
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3 MINISTRY: PARTIC
: . : Ip
others in your community, have all the gifts you need to do what you need kindness ATING IN THE MISSION OF Gop
to bring about God's kingdom. In fact, God gives even more than we need. v Suggest m,_.mmmbmaoz.? faithfulness, gentl
Think about the parable of the sower in Mark's Gospel (4:3-9). The farmer # _ We L mmowh joyin H.&maoumEm ,S.ﬁrmuwm@ and self-control. The qug]
v are adept at doj others ‘ qualit
n . .
g many things. Modern life seems to
require this

r the place: on the path, on rocky ground, among thorns, : : your daily I
4 is like that—giving generously and hoping that the . 88::5% ife, a.a&ms managin
job is to receive God's gifts and nurture them to : plan eve MN ermme.o:m“
bear fruit. ! B i , diagnose di
Superheroes in the movies can show us what's possible with abundant QOMMMMHQ at many things. But just be
gifts. Superman flies with lightning speed to save a person in need. Won- B o usin canitis your gift. What Em_mnmcmm you might be
der Woman lifts meteors the size of small cities. Batman has supersized . M gifts; using your skills tend es a skill a gift is tha
powers to fight evil and crime in Gotham City. That's what abundant gifts those MH.: cannot or should not use $ to deplete your e
look like—enough to fight oppression, avert disasters, challenge violence; Ings that come from your h your skills; it is ju,
and renew life. Takea minute and imagine what you could do if your gifts cart—your gifts.
were supersized. If you had unlimited generosity OF wisdom, what would .

you do differently?

threw seeds all ove
and on good soil. Go
seeds will take root. Qur

g your household
you may b . and fulfillin .
¥ be required to write ﬂ%oZm M“M ok
4 meetin.

seases Omum ate Hﬂmmc w NO~H~ T % -
s T
m. ne ) N.HHQ SO on You d

good at somethi
t you look forwa
nergy. This doest
st a way to look f;

_W.:”mﬂ_. VNOC mwmﬂm to Tﬁl& oo . . .
pEis UAW__-H ..—Hw.m\ and Vﬂubw BCBHQ\ MHHQBWQHQHH Hmﬂm.ﬂ. Hﬂ.va 18 ﬂw.vm.ﬁ OOQ TN
OUr gifts orig : people closer to God ] ._ob&:w@ nourish
ginate with God and we - As Christians we rec &t
ognize tha

i

sihgdom of God must

L an use th ’
i » and not for our own purposes em for God

Use Your Gifts for the Good of Everyone

not to boost ourselves,
thing. Each member u
the community to its gre

but to serve others. The apos:
ses his or her gifts for the
atest ability to live int@

We are to use our gifts
tle Paul tells us the same
good of the family, bringing
their call.

§ mission, the

Finding Our Spiritual Gifts

stry is to claim them and be

n using your gifts for mini
ght your gifts be?

An important step i
you have enough. What mi

confident that, indeed,

it for the big screen, but when you use}

You may not be 2 superhero f
gifts in everyday acts of ministry youTe an everyday hero. What may 56 ; in
like simple acts to you can be great acts of ministry t0 others. A friend’ Bsee each o discernment pulls apart Mwé our gifts is called discernm
me that once, when going through customs, she greeted the officer *ch more clearly. It is a pr e various possibiliti ent.
. . . , . o T ishing our gift process of distinguishi ies to allow us
simple, “How are you doing today?” The officer paused and then smiled fom pifis gifts from those of oth guishing the variety of gi
replied, “Thank you. No one asks about my day- You've just made it 81its not of the Spirit, ers, and distinguishin, ¢ those w%a“
one.” A simple “hello, how are you?” can sometimes change 2 persons of the
outlook for the day. D uestions
y B to ask when discernin .
s 8 your gifts are: (1) What do 11
01llongto

g Joy to the World When You Use Your Gifts a - do the things I long to do fit into -
ssed you and wants you, and all of God' od’s dreams?
to have joy. So using your gifts will also energize you and make Yot o
good. Paul talked about joy in terms of the fruit of the Spirit. In his 1€ unity change
the Galatians (5:22-23) he lists the following fruit: love, joy, peace P& e )
i might want to B ores nes you can ask yourself from time ¢

o

You Brin

God created you and ble
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are three exercises that will help you identify specific gifts grounded in
and see which one most clearly

ture and God’s work in your life. Try each

S TTe—_——

MINISTRY: PARTIC]
- PARTICIPATING
IN THE mIss
ION OF 60D

scrip-
1

helps you find out who you are and discover what God is calling you to do. List as RevenlEE? d about. T
. e six wh many of these peop] fonal characters from g bo hey can |
Discernment Exercise: Listing Gifts ¢ O especially stand oyt mv € as you can. When abook or a movi
o . i Taits th or you're d
Paul listed a number of gifts of the Spint, which provide a good place to - Mwmﬁmzm out. For mNmEHMM:. Next to each name SH#MNM\ underlip
begin. But because communities and cultures change, those gifts will also T H:@@onm Your work ud\mm:m%omm You wrote the ng ree or fou
change. So to add to and update his list, write the four characteristics of the spoken.” [f at name, yoy might A.SE whom you can gis me of a co
kingdom of God in four columns on a piece of paper: life of joY, abundance, you HE.WE %Q.H émoﬂm the name of MS,:P encouraging,” fimwm:m cmémmmmm
community, and justice. What abilities do you think would help someoné next to hs WIlte, “compassionate,” aMww eat leader such a5 gmrmw and “well-
create 2 world where there is less SOTTOW and sickness (filled with joy); one finished | name. Do this for mm_omH edicated to peace,” ang ma Gandhj
where people are no longer hungry, homeless, or in need (is abundant); one mnnmammﬂHMm 0ok at the qualities %o:(MQ, SO you wrote down /&WMH severant”
where people relate to one another with care (has community); and one that ] have Jiveg M\oz mS.a among those yoy M%Bmm. What are the com €n you've
treats people fairly and honestly (has justice)? Write those gifts below each  Larities in 11, ery different lives from mire? While the peopl mon char-
| 1 - .
i i ’s ki i . our eir cha one anoth € may liv
Mcwrnw Mrmﬁ amrumﬂmom s E:maoB. Write as many as you can Share Y : What this exen o” Moﬂmnm. er, you will likely find mhb or
st with someone else. Examples are: I yo . e reveals i-
_.. EMw“Mo%Em exercise in 2 WHQH e the gifts that you value and
Life of Joy Justice . >“Melist. The people wh » You will find that ave yourself,
o 0. no twy . °
Knows right from wrong e that are common to you g s, E1 b Simil ok e
ur i ar, but the char.
ac-

(an play an instrument
Laughs and is cheerful

Comforts and/or cures the sick Encourages others

Teaches truth

no==.===_2 Counsels others
Forgives
Shows compassion and mercy Abundance
QOversees projects Gives generously
Has a strong faith Forgives

Shares faith

Likes to invite
Has a strong faith

Gifts likely address more than one aspect of the king

provides you with gifts that are actively used today.

Discernment Exercise: People We Admire*

Continue with the following exer
We often share the spiritual gifts of
whose life brings about joy, community,

-
34. This exercise is based on one
Cowley Publications, 1988), 55.

in Lloyd Edwards,

Can persuade others of what's right

dom of God. Y r!

se to see additional gifts you!
people we admire. Who do ¥@
abundance, and justice? B €

Discerning Your Spiritual Q_meﬁm.._ ..

.. St are unique to youy

Disc Mmment Exerc;
se: Considerin
i g Your Own Lj
ife

teryou lj
s of M sted exam
. ission. Whether you reqj; Ples of how you contrip,
Is exercise of dig ealize it or not, you! ute to the Five

her sy t Mark. If you

m Pport for affordable ww Wrote a letter to a ¢ i
INg unjust structyres ousing in your town ongressperson
ME your answers mn‘. you might write “wisdom” - an example of
2 You might e a#uo.%w for example, did wisdo and compassion.”

from the Bible of ,E“_c edge of local housin m and compassion

Sense of responsibil at Jesus asked of his nm ordinances and my

m "
Herently than eve ty for the poor.” You see ooy And you
ObﬁOHﬂ.CEU.mM W
or

do ¥
tell your ijf

_ ; e what yoy |

.no With you, ~pary Intend to do with it, |

erJ, _um:,_._mﬁwm _.m.nm: for what it

oy

A.N\m“uE\:Nkm ak C1sco: Jo: €y- 3

.\. S

pe Ammb .ﬂﬂmb 1SC .-w 1SS Bas 2000 3
S, v-
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a shorter list of

You now have three lists: one that shows the possibilities, o
. ) v
those gifts you se€ in yourself, and another list of those gifts youve already For HM& moment today am I most
realized you have. Keep 411 these gifts in mind as you continue in your minis- at moment today am I leq grateful?
try, and see how they guide you to respond to the needs of the world. and st grateful?
Wh
§m: was [ happiest today?
en was I saddest?3 :

piscerning Gifts in Community

It's always important t0 discern our sp
many reasons. Disc

clse. We do this for
mbers can give us gui

mentors and family me
human, we can be led astray by our own e

iritual gifts with a group of someone
ult. Our friends,

ernment is diffic
dance and perspective: Because
gos and lose sight of God'’s

1 The examen is to be
.ﬁMam each day, we will b
) ese patterns suggest

e
S We are happiest,

m
€gin to see Nﬂﬂmn: In our ﬁrﬁ:nm a m e ET1en(

od’s
energized, and m call to us. As you may guess, 1

we're
call to us. Abba Moses, a fifth-century monk living in the deserts of Egypt T
told this unfortunate story of another monk, Hero. Hero believed he could When we are usi
' ng the gi ost gratefi g
and so he went t© €an be open to God's noﬂ”ﬂ aﬁﬁ God gave us. By m_“w_“, 2= likely to be tirr
ual call to us t. g simple .
o questions v

11 without the help of his community
jeve that God, wanting to test his

discern God’s ca
live alone. After 2 time, Hero came to bel
faithfulness, called him to jurnp into a deep well. Hero jumped in. A few
days later, the brothers found Hero and ?Ema him out. Hero died two days
later. Now, thisis a dramatic story of someone hearing and acting on Voices
other than that of God. But we to0 cail be led astray by our oW desire t0
prove ourselves.
OQur community’s
also identify gifts we mi
gifts in a community that
gifts we need to do that. But

el
Oser to OOn—_w QHQNE be ministers bri
y DI :.HWH.HHW ou
I Wor

for it.

st keep us from going astray; it may,

ght not recognize ourselves. God wants us to use OUF
has discerned God's will, and God will give us t&

we can’t do it by ourselves.

guidance doesn'tju

- mnm-.ﬂ_uh OO

e rcionsy e
a.%OCH Son our Sa

.n.w you have fed y

Em MNOH.NBOBH 5

Ignatian Examen
oschcnmd continue to ask yourself each day as a P&

y accepted us as livi
) s livi
Sod esus Christ ng members
M sw:r spiritual food
r?m Body and Blood
an € world i )
MEDH us strength and nOE peace,
Ve and serve you CHNW@

Two very basic questi
tice of ongoing discernment are:

When did I feel most alive?
When did I most feel life draining out of me?

These two questions cOme from the practice of the Ignatian Exame

g for God’s voice in everyday events developed by 2

;sh saint named Ignatius Loyola in the early 1500s. The examen helps |

understand God's desires and will for them within their daity lives. T

s us. God speaks t0

sed on the belief that God actively guide

men is ba
and the bad times. The questions might not appear to
e us as we ask ourselves the dt

in the good
y asking God to guid
d answers are more Likely

God directly. B
and seek the answers, our reflections an
Other sets of questions to use in the practic

what God wants of us.
men include:

gladness i
and singleness of heart:
4

practice of listenin
gh Christ
0
ur Lord. Amen.

(BCP, 365)

=SHONS are from Den

2 What Gives You Lt nis Linn, Sheila Fabricant Lin
1,

CSmrF.w_.— and
, NJ: Paulist, 1995) nd Matthew Linn, Sleeping with

) 6-7.
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Transforming Questions

1. Be Attentive: Think of a time when you ministered to the needs of a person or
group of people. Describe what happened. Where were you? What did you see,
hear, taste, smell, and feel?

Part Seven

2. Be Intelligent: What does this experience suggest about what God is calling
you to do? What does it say about those to whom you were ministering?

3. Be Reasonable: What past experiences led you t0 this ministry? How do these
past experiences affect your current understanding? What other meanings are
possible? Does the forgotten detail suggest a new insight about the meaning
of your experience?

eeking God and
Be in Love

k. Be Responsible: Does this experience lead you to new ministries or to deepen
your commitment to this ministry?

5. Be in Love Transformed: What do you need to make this change or deepen
your commitment? Ask God for new possibilities or new opportunities to
practice to fulfill your ministry.
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Transforming Questions

1. Be Attentive: Think of a time when.you ministered to the needs of a person or
group of people. Describe what happened. Where were you? What did you see,
hear, taste, smell, and feel?

2. Be Intelligent: What does this experience suggest about what God is calling
you to do? What does it say about those to whom you were ministering?

3. Be Reasonable: What past experiences led you to this ministry? How do these
past experiences affect your current understanding? What other meanings are
possible? Does the forgotten detail suggest a new insight about the meaning
of your experience?

k. Be Responsible: Does this experience lead you to new ministries or to deepen
your commitment to this ministry?

5_ Be in Love Transformed: What do you need to make this change or deepen
your commitment? Ask God for new possibilities or new opportunities to
practice to fulfill your ministry.

Part Seven

eeking God and
Be in Love



INTERLUDE

“(veated to Be in Relationship”

my abbreviated version of 2

variety of podcasts. The following is
1y on one. It lacks the impact of the woman'’s 15-20 minute

tory, but it retains the surprising ending.

listentoa
story told recent
powerful telling of hers
n to drugs. At a low point in her
ich her mother had written the

She spoke in detail about her addictio
or. She hadn’t spoken with her

life, she found a piece of paper on wh

telephone number of a Christian counsel

mother for some five years.
he heard the rustling of bed-

She dialed the number at 2:00 am. S
s a man said hello.

clothes and the turning down of a radio a
She told him about the note with his number and said she hoped he

could help her.
He replied gently . - - and listened, listened, and listened. Until the

sun came up.
ed me a lot,” she said after some

“You've been so kind and have help
four hours.

“I've been expecting that you would say some prayers or give me a
few Bible verses,” she said, “4nd I want you to know that Tam quite will-
ing to hear them. After all, that is part of your profession, and you have

already helped me so much.”
The man said he wanted to tell her som

hang up after he did. She agreed.
“You dialed the wrong number,” he said.”

ething and asked that she not

-
» The Moth: True Stories Told Live,

37. Auburn Sandstrom, “A Phone Call,
hteps:// themoth.org/stories/a-phone-call

podcast audio, July 3,4 i

T —

"CREATED T0 BE I RELATIONSHI

Catch
your breat]
caller? Now th mr folks. Four hours? The wron
Broth HSmHm § a spiritual discipline § number? Staying w
.“ er Martin i :
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“ SPIRITUALITY: CREATED FOR PRAYER

The Book of Common Prayer defines Prayer this way:
ing to God, by thought and deeds,

actions in the world, our ministry,
the last chapter,

Prayerisres
with or without words” (BCP, 856). ¢

are prayers. Since we explored minjs
we will explore other forms of prayer here,

I

n his essay, “A Troubling Call,” Bill tells a story of an accidental phone

conversation transformed into prayer. Can you remember an experience
that became a uanzﬁmogqmﬁa

—

Jesus spent most of his
celebrating, worshiping,

CHAPTER SEVEN

o

Spirituality:
(reated for Prayer

years of ministry among people, studying, fas

and being in fellowship with others, These ar

Unceasing prayer, .
A number of spiritual disciplines can bring you to a closer relations
With God. We are not meant to practice all the disciplines all the time, Sc
4Are appropriate for particular seasons of the year. Lent, for example, isa s
S0n of fasting, while Easter is a season of celebrati

A Relationship with God

. voz,amua_

. . e ﬂwﬁmﬂ.—ﬁ&m ;
nversation Bill describes in o can be thought of 254

1 CO er i

The early-morning d a woman in need O ken in the middle of the -

accidental listener an ﬁrmBNEQBm mEmn..

. . ; a5
ce. It was no accident; Rather, he listened. He w!

on. Be attentive to Wi
g number did not hang up.

w@.ﬁ.wﬂﬁmw practl

. Ty person. It’s like any other act
: calls you You might love to hike in the mountains while your best friend mij
night by 2 wron " into a practice of prayer. Your life, too, lest swimming in the ocean, Be intelligent: take a look at each of {
called, unsuspecting, 1nto ting ways. o a lifeof Practices that follow, and be reasonable: decide which ones mig
ally metimes in unsuspe le being drawn 10 P you find a closer relationship with God.
B e is filled with examples of peop the city of Sodom. Hant
SHHERBL B _cm otiated with Gt times—revealing his oW
prayer. >vm§»8 u mgo%w spoke with God Bmwwm always talking with ,_ . - Conversations with God
d God for a son. “] can’t do it.” Jesus t what does _
mmWMWummmom and telling God, "1 nw.ﬁmnm a life of unceasing prayer. ED We talk with friends, we generally talk about the many different thin,
we we might say that Jesus v  ses 0g In our lives. So
In fact, , e. an activity many O
that mean nee,

. e and in sile
ent time alon:
Well, Jesus sp

metimes we share a hurt or celebration. At oth
tup the mount We might say how much we appreciate their friendship or give them
wen = 3 .
In Matthew 14, for example, J mwcnmoam to hear him pré , nent. If %M wmum WEM a friend, we might ask for mMM_mNmeH to restor
;dentify as wamﬁm. ding the five thousand who rm% - o and again’ Li g i : about prayer as conversations wi od that are ju
. frer fee ting awa . wel e ranging
by himself a . re than get ; all that . . .
Prayer, though, is Bsnw awwgoéwmam;m God’s wHngn.m”Mwom ndo Principal kinds of prayer are adoration,
life of unceasing ?.m%mma : tion in close relationship Wit
. ife of transforma
is living a life 0

confession, thanksgiving
m is the acronym ACTS
€xpress our love for Goc

ng Holy Eucharist when we sing
We ask for n.

. : plication. Ap easy
i ¢ without ceasil sup
] s the Thessalonians to Pray
aul urge

i there &
f vour life. Is
ians 5:17). Be attentive to ar.m S muwmamﬁmna how you
Thessalopam > are your days chaotic? Try ﬁor ¢ follow might bestel
Lo ¢ Which of the practices tha _
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?
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[
. SPIRITUALITY: CREATED FoR PRAYER

In a prayer of confession we admit that we have done something wrong, |
turn away from sin, and seek to restore our relationship with others through A_
God. An example of a prayer of confession is the general confession during
worship in which we say, “We have not loved you with our whole heart. . ..

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.”

When we express our gratitude to God for all the blessings and mercies
God gives us, we are offering a prayer of thanksgiving. Before eating din-
ner, people often return thanks to God for food and drink and the day that s

The Monastic Horaria (Hours)
Matins and Layds dayb

Prime, the first hour m.o« o
Terce, the thirg hour I~

., 9:00
Sext, the sixth hour "

ending. The Eucharist is a prayer of thanksgiving. —
Supplication is asking God's blessings and healing grace for yourself i None, the ninth hour
or others. Supplications can either be requests for oneself, called petitions, Vespers 3:00 p.m.
or for someone else, called intercessions. We might ask God for guidance 1 Compli sunset
ine
bedtime

in making a decision, protection from evil, or the healing of pain. The
Prayers of the People said during Holy Eucharist are intercessions said for :

the Church, the nation, the world, the community, people who suffer, and * of the Church, som ch
those who have died. ‘! Ritie ’ e Christians :
s s. A m . Organized 3 : ;

We can pray in other ways than words. Kneeling in confession or lifting apart from mosmmSn Community s 3 group cﬁa mmwa N monastic commy
up our hands in praise are prayers too. When you pray, you don't have to ice MMMQ and dedicate themselves to s _m:mwm who live togethe,
include a prayer of every type. Let your heart guide your prayer. &, or o ered by a ryle, Early comm ._SEm lives of study, prayer

A . mes of prayer 2 unities develo ’
) ped seven Daj
y

The Daily Office

The Daily Office in the Book of Common Prayer provides a disciphi
way of acknowledging God’s presence in our lives through regular praj
and readings. (Morning Prayer begins on page 35 of the Book of Coml
Prayer.) With Morning Prayer we declare the day sacred and invite God: ons, and

begin the day with us. In the morning hours of new light we look forward Uit ' the Pr ayers. Th
the day, praising God, maker of heaven and earth. As the sun sets we tu
Evening Prayer to reflect on the day and thank God for providing a Saviohs
light to enlighten the nations.

Setting aside time each day for prayer and study is an opportunity toi
God into our daily routine, to recognize that God is continually at 01
our lives, and to respond to God's presence with praise and thanksgivin:
practice of setting aside time each day for study and prayer dates back
times of the Jewish scriptures. The Shema, a declaration of faith, foundin!
teronomy is the oldest fixed prayer in Judaism to be prayed twice dail
morning and in the evening. Psalm 119 says, “Seven times a day | prais
Jesus and the disciples prayed daily, and so did early Christian comm

Early Christian communities continued the Jewish practice of
every day with prayer, as did Jesus and the disciples. In the early

vitatory a
- Y and Psalter, the

Hmbnm NH&Q mmmvhvn 15 HH—Nﬂ

: P WOMQ. open our lips,
nd o
ur mouth shalj proclaim your Praise

Evening Prayer we begin with:

O God, make s

s peed to save ys,

» make haste to help us

..Emnﬁw i
@. erence in
. g o ﬁmrnrm n.o=m between Mornin

S Passed, we a5k moammwm“m g 0o o
r.... me God calls us to QM wawamﬂ i
=4dy forgiven yg before the day MMWMM =

g and Evening Prayer,
the coming day. After
'Owing that we have f;

Igiveness even though M_MM
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In the morning the Invitatory and Psalter continue with an antiphon, the TED FOR PRAYER 1

Venite or Jubilate, and a psalm. Antiphons are sentences, usually from the -
Bible, that we say before and after the psalm. The Venite (Psalm 95:1-7) and Prayer is a conversati

the Jubilate (Psalm 100) said in Morning Prayer invite us to rejoice in the always with us, but w, ’
God of creation and praise God's goodness. In the evening we say the Phos i ¢ =aren
hilaron (“O Gracious Light”), which acknowledges the day has ended, but
continues to be filled with the light that God brought into the world through

Jesus Christ.

M@ Conversations are, after al]
.e.&w give God time
listen to what God has

——

A psalm is known by its opening phrase in Latin. Psalm 121 is called Levavi _

oculos because its first phrase is “1 lift up my eyes.”

—

Both offices continue with a psalm followed by one or more lessons. You :
can find one cycle of appointed psalms and readings in the back pages of the. etly together is enough oesn't seem to matter—talkine o e
Book of Common Prayer, beginning on page 934. If you follow the cycle of That is how it is gaum O-ﬁm t being in the Presence of nvw Hcmn.ﬂﬂabm qui-
psalms and readings for the two-year cycle, you will have read a lot of the: &ven though we are uonw._ - But the difference js that God M mHm fulfilling
b % ways a i . WIth us al
~ Physically separate from Owa ware of it. While the wo, S always,

Bible. After the lessons we say a canticle (a “little song” based on scripturely
and the Apostles’ Creed. The traditional canticles for Evening Prayer are the
Magnificat, the Song of Mary in Luke’s story of the birth of Jesus, and the
Nunc Dimittis, the Song of Simeon when he saw the Christ Child, also i
Luke’s Gospel. Both canticles acknowledge God’s greatness and gift of salvas
tion through Jesus Christ. _
The final element of both offices is the prayers. These prayers have four’
parts: the Lord’s Prayer, suffrages, collect, and intercessions and thanksgi¥
ings. With the prayers we give thanks and ask God to remember our né
as well as the needs of our community, both close by and around the Wi
Both Evening and Morning Prayer have optional beginnings: an 9
ing sentence of scripture, confession, and absolution. Evening Prayer!
also begin with “The Service of Light,” which focuses on the fading of th
and acknowledges that even the darkness is radiant in God's sight. .
The Book of Common Prayer offers two additional daily prayers: E
said at midday, and Compline, said just before turning i

Like the spirj i
. ¢ e spiritual life jtself is i
...__93__ about the gri P
’ ..____E.r:.ﬁm of the sp

gin of our prayers ””M\Sn 3_9&. No matter what we
PR ’ are all a res i
Ifit within. —Marjorje Thompson® Ponse to the hidden

Centeriy
e g prayerisa
18 brese: - Prayer of quieti .
_.0. nee of God in Yot quieting and stillness tha

.. H:._Hmacmn .
[ u.oﬂ_:...hmw to the center of your vmw:mvmﬂm. _:wm

tlets you know
Prayer without words

Was the pri
. € Primary way of Prayer for mo

day Prayer,
for the night. For those whose days do not have room for these li . : e have become interested in j nks for centuries
prayer book provides briefer “Daily Devotions for Individuals and F pist monk Thomas K n it today, thanks to the —— ) mm:m more
(BCP, 136-40). Whether you pray the Daily Offices alone or in & Practice is simple, If Omm.abm. gs of modern-
when you pray, you pray with many other Christians around the We 2pare for a service wo: uam ever entered a church and satd .

! moﬂu. rcﬁmﬂmﬂ\ _uw Youve va.E“_ the practice of cen nmlbmﬂﬂmwwu
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Centering Prayer: The Practice

First, find a quiet and comfortable place to sit. Choose a sacred word,
giving God permission to be present within you. {ommon satred words
are “God,” “Jesus,” “Amma,” “Father,” and “Spirit.” Choose a word that
reflects the love of God, but one that brings forth the fewest images—
either positive or negative. The idea is to empty yourself of thought.
The word itself is not important. It's just a word that says you're ready
to welcome God.

(lose your eyes and introduce the cacred word gently. As thoughts,
feelings, or images surface, gently acknowledge them and let them go.
An image that may be helpful is a stream. As you see thoughts of the
day come down the stream, don't be atarmed. Gently let them continue
to float down the stream. Centering prayer is not a prayer of words, but
a silent prayer to God to whom “all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from [whom] no secrets are hid"” (BCP, 355). God knows our needs
and answers our prayers before they are even asked.

Your body may twitch or itch during centering prayer. This is your
working through its stress. If this distracts you, repeat
don't have to say the word constantly.
When you notice that your mind is wandering or thoughts are getting

in the way, reintroduce the word. As you continue, you may find a
peacefulness within yourself. Rest in that peace. Don't worry if thoughts
interrupt that peace. If they do, gently say your sacred w

thought go by.

body's way of
your sacred word gently. You

gine that

stepping int
day, and at the center is God. Youjourney ina continually inward spi
from yo i
and God. Keep this image of the circle in mind as you try centering
Practicing contemplative prayer for ten minutes a day is a g0
ning. You can mark the time in a variety of ways. Some use smartphone
that chime after a set time. When your time of stillness is over
reciting the Lord’s Prayer. .
The fruit of centering prayer is knowing that God deeply yearD
God’s beloved. Centering prayer is not meditation in a void. It
empty spaces deep within to allow the Holy Spirit to grow insids .

ord and let the -

A good image of how centering prayer works is to ima .
o a holy circle. The circle is separated from the busyness: ." 3

ur thoughts and the noise of the day toward the center of yourse

Mantras

breathe i sq 1ying
breathe out saying
breathe in saying
breathe oyt saying

A final exa
a m
Holy God, Hoty 5

3

L .w«wﬁ}m in saying
. breathe oyt saying

- breathe i saying
breathe oyt saying

be amazed: knowing God:
God in all of Creation and m

le is the Trisao;
sagj
J and H/\TWTQ‘. gion,

T ——
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love and deep presence will

to respond to God Open windows t

§ Creation with loving act;
c

Lord, Jesus Christ
Son of God, ’

rm%m mercy on me
a sinner ’

alati
Latin word that meang “

Holy Immorta] One, Have mer. = el
Holy God Cy on me.
Holy and Mighty
Holy Immortal One

Have mercy on me

....mo:,.m Holy Spirit”
ﬁosm:
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4 Holy Spirit,
cngt ike the words “come, )
Trisagion, like ting the
S . w_.mﬁﬂmm%““w Ms.:.ﬂ M.. be present in our hearts. Repeating
e God an

W _Qw — ——_C—_WﬂwAvuv U mvﬂ% m .mvﬂ V1 .Hrm
ur n ]
m
[0} O egins to em 0 —FQN: a a.u—___:__ (&) -m_. TOoOm

H e Ie 1 w ﬂw 3 .w
_p T waﬁ Om % S @Hp er 1S mntima W H& OOQ_ ac 0OSeness ﬂw.__.ﬁﬂ Hmcﬂ%

= ing that we are
e the gift is knowing that
ides every need. For some the depth of love
diat God pravices rotection from evil, and mab‘ ogmm Mr oM us has a unique
loved, for oﬂr.mﬂ.m ﬂ to offer our sins and be forgiven. . nw i
i O 2 ’
pvesils vm_.n:mmﬂ.maonuav with God that deepens im._u vmﬁ.\, minutes, thats
and .:uvoﬂ..g:.z re remain physically still for _cbmm_n Ew ome restless you
Ifit's &m_e_mww all, physical beings. If you quickly H& a mantra.
OFBM_._ /M”&M@Wm_ﬁmb 3, use Anglican prayer beads slong
might

Anglican Prayer Beads

—are a set of thirty~
er beads—sometimes called the rosary—are
Anglican pray

hold them in your
i ircular pattern. You e
joined together in a arc . ! s 1
s vm&%m HoEM.ma /Moam as you travel with your mEmQ.MW N
. Do i ical element to prayer, . e
of beads. Because it adds a wwﬁwnﬁ e o hody. Tﬂmmnbmmmns..m
cessive beads creates a focus for woamo m_h _
fidgety hands and links that focus y

N : ition, the stru
kg . words of our lips. In addition,
~*br.. Each group
*

iti tion of
epetitive ac
; s seven beads of the rosary and 1 P
.ﬁ S forms 3

ayer that
¢ beads creates a thythm for pray

v w

m@ﬂ our hearts.

I . first
,. The Origin of Beads. wmmMm 2““
4 - i century B
£ used for prayer in Ew mmnob;& s
. W by followers of the Hindu fai S
3 Pray

around

i to Christ
"« Buddhism, Islam, and finally o
ot i id-sixteenth century
] bead by bead. ity. In the mi cent Iy Om
V decreed that St. Dominic, 10 o
Dominican Order, invented the HM .
the classic form for the W@Es\H -
rosary. Leaders of the Tdnmmnmb. ;
tion discouraged people from cm“mﬂm :
for devotions, and today _‘.Ommnﬁrm :
commuonly associated with ;|
Catholic Church. The wmnmn_y -
as Anglican prayer beads develope

e

g | 4

i read
\ moving  counting prayers. The practice sp !

——— Invitatory Bead

i i i rayer beads is
Praying with Anglican pray
a E.Hw to include your body in prayer.
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1980s. It has a Cross, an invita

83&»»&&5& gmbarommrﬂrmm%&imma
four weeks by four cruciform beads,

The modern word “bead"”
Prayer. A bedesman was s

S

comes from the old English word bede, meaning

omeone whose duty it was to pray for others.

istian traditions, the number seven represe
perfection and completion. Four larger beads called cruciform beads div
~ the weeks. The four cruciform be

¢ircular pattern symbolizes a journey and re

minds us that the cycles of ifc
» Sorrow, birth, and death—often repeat themselves,

Anglican Prayer Beads: The Practice

We often yse prayer beads alon
four simple prayers. Two of the

. 0ne for the cross and another f

8 with words. Before you begin, choose
prayers are said as you enter the circle-
or the invitatory, or first, bead. A simple
= Prayer for the cross is, “In the Name of God the Father, Son, and Holy

. Spirit, Amen.”

You might try using the Trisagion for the invitatory bead
- and the cruciform beads and the Jesus Prayer for the weeks.
- . Asyou enter the circle, move to the right saying the Jesus
- Prayer for each of the seven beads, followed b
Lfuc
enti

y the Trisagion for the
yer. Going around the
he invitatory and cross
Holy Spirit. By the end of

iform bead, and returning to the Jesus Pra
f€ rosary three times before ending with t
resents the Trinity of the Father, Son, and
“€ founds, you will have saigd one hundred prayers. More than that,
may find your heart to be still and your mind to be at rest. Before
mpleting your prayer, spend some time in silence and thank God for
iNg with you,
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With Anglican prayer beads, earthly and divine symbols are intertwined,
reminding us that our souls and bodies are intimately connected: we believe '8
with our bodies and our souls. God came to earth as a human being with a
body. Jesus suffered in body on the cross and rose from the dead. We live our .
£aith as the Body of Christ in the world—a physical world with days, seasons, =
and geography—all made sacred by God. _

Prayer beads are meant to help you pray. At first, remembering the =
words might be difficult and the beads might be confusing. Relax. Start with
simple prayers—perhaps only two: one for the weeks and one for all other
beads. With practice you will become more comfortable. Trust your inti=
ition; other prayer practices might better help create the space where you
and God can meet. _

Lectio Divina

As Christians we believe that the Bible is the revealed word of God.
inspired human authors who wrote the texts through which God speaks.
a natural place to listen to God's voice is the Bible. People read the Biblei!
many ways—for its literary value, for instruction, for inspiration. The fi
two kinds of reading use the human intellect and invite us to study the
tory, translation, and setting of the Bible stories. The third way requires s
listen with our hearts to what the word of God is saying to each of us pers
ally at that particular moment.

One way of listening deeply to scripture is lectio divina (Latin for di
reading). Specifically, lectio divina is a four-step process of prayerfully rea
ing the word of God. See the box on page 155 for the steps. St. Benedicty
Christian monk who lived in the fifth century ck and who believed ré
and study are a central part of a sacred life, encouraged a widespread p!
of lectio divina.

Lectio divina is not meant to replace the study of scripture. Studying s
ture with commentaries helps us to understand the communities and tim
when various books of the Bible were written. It helps us interpret the
with the insights of scholars.

The process of lectio divina can also be used with poems, pictures 0
from nature, or life events. God speaks to us today through the createg
as well as through the Bible. Follow the four steps for lectio diving, butin
of focusing on a word, focus on the subject you have chosen. Doing
help you begin to see all of God’s creation as sacred. If you're int
trying lectio divina, you might try the daily podcast at www. .pray-a
org offered by Jesuit Media Initiative.

SPIRITUALITY: CREATED FOR PRAYER 1
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Lectio Divina: The Practice

([—

S.MM”,.M_“\H_.:Q has _ﬂo:.ﬂ steps: reading, meditating,

e cl_ﬂm. To begin, find a place where you Q.h

e e umm.mmmm from the Bible. Quiet your b
0w breathing. Perhaps say a mantra (

praying, and

n listen quietly and
ody and your mind
see page 151).

Read. Read the passage slowly,

savorin
e ; . g each word and i
to sink deeply into your inner self. Ask <oEmm_w=oE_:w =

or phrase is speaking to me right now?” “What word

This question helps you to

Contemplate, F inally,

:mm:moa_mm:: .
. .msm__<o_nm speaking to

Meditate.

you softly, gently, and in

Take that word a -
. nd recite it v
meditation. er and over again. Thi .
- :S: :oums <wE heart to that word. It is 3 gift from _M e
o Moﬂw and imagination play with the word What i o
rd suggest? What thoughts or desires surface sﬂwﬂﬂ
:

<o=~m<3ma:m:.=
g on the word God i
the word to be part of you. = o canind

_-ﬂ*o EOE _.mﬁ H__m EO_Q ﬂQ:h 1 you Qmmﬂ— . —n_m< E_H_- H__m EO_Q E__mﬁ
< <

m___OﬂmO__m i i
<-

Em.ﬁ:o:::amam:ﬂ
, and repeat the word i
God for healing grace and guidance - esheypurseibetre

rest i !
estin God’s love. Accept God's loving embrace

:nmmznﬁzm:xmoiolz.
m .
alled contemplation. S

Enjoy God’s prese
- This final stepis ¢

ple like to use visual i
i, Hﬂzwmc& images such as icons when they pra
- ﬁM%Obm themselves. The Nike logo with N\a m
m . » m
- e HHMMS.% Icons In our culture. It tells people Hmmmmm
e— M.E %rﬂgmmm of George Washington printed MMQ
. - That icon tell is li ¢
B n. T s us that this little green pj
e Mmb give 1t to a clerk at a store, and the mw ol ioe
: € chosen. Icons ca \ ¥
n be powerful i
et . powertul instruments that i
or and attitude. Their power comes from sz mﬁﬂpg
at they

ar represents

% Icons are
) it

.. erk will give
111

Ou. UOH—HHH to eorge g O age on ﬁwﬂm Qoz
. O H.m mmwﬂbmﬁ TS 1m m
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trust—trust that this piece of paper can be
exchanged for something real. Icons are
everywhere. The images on your computer
screen are also icoms. Clicking on these
ijcons launches powerful programs that
perform many functions. Sacred icons are
similar. They point beyond themselves to
the Holy and lead us into the powerful pres-
ence of God. Traditional icons are beauti-
ful paintings of Jesus, Mary, the mother of
Jesus, and the saints—holy men and women
who have gone before us. These icons are
“written” by artists in prayer. Find an icon.

Notice the inner light that invites you f0

SPIRITUALITY: CREATED FOR PRAYER

—_ Praying with Your Body
: » weve talked about i i
_Em.mmm. In each of these N E.&...Em o~ B
”uo&mm have not been actj
oves all of who we ar
! e, SO our i
MM_MEN oE_. worship, for mMva“Mowm?w
e the sign of the cross and _uo\

o wbmbn Prayer practices reflect that f
eel or stand for prayer. Man

W as the cross is processed by. e

_m._E bodies hold memories, Kn

ow does this posture affect

d

P i

Rublev’s fourteenth-century Rus-
sian icon of the Trinity invites the
viewer into a relationship.

gaze at it patiently and prayerfully. Icons
also have movement—a movement from.
the viewer inward to the people in the iconl,

ship with God.
Icons don’t have to be created by peo-

ple. Nature is filled with icons that point t0 God th
blade of grass, a bird’s nest. Although all of them serve a purpose in na
they are also beautiful images pointing to their creator. Taking the

to gaze into these icons can help us see the beauty of creation. Cons!
the hexagonal honeycomb. The fact that it both incubates bees and st
food with mathematical beauty

reveals an immensely complex and cré
creator.

.. Thereis no speech, nor are
eir voice goes out through alt
rld. (Psalm 19:1, 3-6)

The heavens are telling the glory of God. .
there words, their voice is not heard; yet th
the earth, and their words to the end of the wo

How can you pray through an icon? First select an icon. Focus

on the image. Quiet your body, mind, and spirit. Ask God to be P
focus on the beauty and inner Jife of the icon. What is the icon 5 i
itself? What is it saying about God? What feeling does the icon eVok
Focus on and rest with this feeling. Respond to God as you ar€ MOVEL
adoration, confession, thanksgiving, or supplication. End with

prayer such as the Lord’s Prayer.

inviting you, through them, into 2 relation-

e Creator; a dandelion; &

st selves. M
ke T . Man
awing, painting, or coloring 4

e visual meth
od of .
€S and colors. Y, prayer is to draw a mandal .
: $. You can find mandalas 413, a circular pattern

O
aEHM HMHWMM% cell with its nucleus,
. Q.:_& a wmmb from space, and
atte our spiraling galaxy, eve
,h Mmmm: mandalas. The mﬁ,&doab
.:&:mwmmmwb many churches and
s mandalas. Because a2
R ning or end, mandalas
o eness of creation at the
; MMHO levels. The circle creates
_wmba MMOME% $.~m can reconcile
" ghts with God.

people reveal themselves

Thi y

m?__m ﬂng_&n is from an Egyptian
rgical fan used to keep insects

away from the bread and wine
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Mandalas: The Practice

ircle with a compass
] ) la, draw a large circ )

. ng with a mandala, draw a far e circle and
e E”_M_:m sheet of paper. Actively invite God t0 N:m  or and
o _m:mmm er. Let your thoughts and emotions m.cmmmmmm__m ——
i n_<cm.mm= to draw. Be creative with umﬁ__d_m." p amm. to mind-
pattern an ing tools. Draw what co

: nd other drawing is unique. Empty
masgic am_.wmqm.:m_.... or “wrong” mandala. Each :._m_._n_m_” _mzﬂzuMm o

is no "rig . i oughts, :
Smn“ﬂﬂ into the circle, offering your worries, thoug
your ,
desires to God.

. ; ibet began

long history. Buddhist monks - m%ﬁmwﬂwﬁ_ﬂwnmﬁm ¢ire

Matmdatas P . mam:amFm by making beautiful an e Sancil

the practice of nwmmcbma The word “mandala’ comes @.oHW.Emmm& yon

cular patterns /Sﬂr. san AJ welfth-century German ﬂé.wcn .mamw mnmuﬁ&_

i Bmmbw. Qﬂw. visions and musical and artistic abilities, -
Hw.:\nmmﬂf known for

many mandalas.

W \%Y w atte ﬂ.._.o to wOGH ﬂ. nner mm#m. E “wm 3
T n

i &Nﬂ” .Hw aAwa Om va.ﬁd.m . :

UH.N Mum aman | . :

emer m > eTe 1S O n : m H m

thanks to God for drawing you closer.

Journaling

as a way of refle
. : thoughts on paper as oice
ing is a discipline of putting our our inner VOICe
.F:S&Em isa nwwm%ob and prayer. uoﬁb&m can m.mw ngmm of wherey
Qobﬂ&”ﬂ”ﬂﬂ honesty. Journaling can r&m %om Mwwwmnmﬁma thoughts
speat W ou are headed, work ou als are Ml
. urnals are i

have been MM&HMMHMMQ what God is calling you to do. Jo

feelings, and W

3 m ] :

to AHQO HHHO mOr.—“— Hwﬂmw can UO mH‘;O& W —ﬂwu cCOHQ.m Q_ aAWINgs an :

m m . w m T INNET ﬁ '
our stories M.HH& mmmﬂwmw S OG.H _ ﬁwm C_ ten re ect ou e _:Cw” w..—o [

anger, Nb@ love.

m<m_ __m_m:: a n inner 0I( 0 ___m.— __m_m__ :__ n __m _- 1S __mm_ _ﬁ
. —
—._ Sa er vol mu u I7 e
<

more clearly.

>m <c_:_ al w % 1 OHuNH. J.Woﬁ— can wﬁ
_.IT HHAM T ﬁmvcowwa on HP._.O Qa@ Hm.__.-_ mas Hm.mu i
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4pp on a smartphone, Begin b

. o Yyour experiences. Be ho

Y inviting God to your journaling. Be atte
doesn’t want to hear

nest, even if it is painful or you think that
it. Without honesty you cannot truly face yourse

~ your life. >

Written words have a permanence not matched by spoken words

Temain for you to read and reread. You might notice that when you ret
to past entries your thou

ghts are different than you remember, or h:

. changed, Reading past thoughts will help you identify those changes in V¢

- life. If you cannot find words to Write, try journaling with images. Perh:
Jjournaling with

mandalas will help you hear your inner voice,
. Author Parker Palmer says, “

Before you tell your life what you inte

10 do with it, listen for what it intends to do with you.” God speaks to

through our lives. Ask yourself where God is in your journal. What is G
$aying to you? Journaling can

bring our lives together and remember
s 50 that we can see its who

leness with common themes, questions, ar
ions. Journaling can help you be aware of God’

§ transforming wo;
Your life. As you close your journal, offer what you have written to God
tking a Labyrinth
labyrinth is a sacred pattern in the shape of a circle with one path th:
Winds to the center and back out again. With its circular shape of a mandal:
e labyrinth reflects the unity and wholeness of creation and our lives,
A particularly famous labyrinth is the eleven-circuit labyrinth on th
Or of the

Chartres Cathedral in France, This labyrinth was built in th.
d:.century for Christian pilgrims. The Crusade

salem, Rome, and Santiago de Compostela j

urch designated seven cathedrals in France

te vmmlammm destinations. After arriving,
before receiving the Eucharist.

enArtress,a priestat Grace Cathedral inSanF rancisco, led the instalfa-
the eleven-circuit labyrinth at Grace Cath
}dern labyrinth movement. Today,

jor US city (you can find a nearb
somall “finger labyrinths”

s had made pilgrimage
n Spain dangerous, anc
, including Chartres, a
pilgrims would walk the

edralandin the 1990s founded

you can find labyrinths in nearly
y labyrinth at www.labyrinthlocator.
are available for people who are unabje to walk,
vmmu.umr Let Your Life

Speak: Listening Sfor the Voice of Vocation (San Francisco, CA: Jossey-
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1

do not live near a floor labyrinth, or just like having |3
a labyrinth at hand. You can also find labyrinths on | & : God is always trying to give oy
the Internet. feceive them, —s¢ Augusti g00d things to us, but our hands are tog f

: ne 00 full to

Just like any journey, walking a labyrinth can be __
transformational. Once you enter the labyrinth, you .

begin a journey that takes you to the center and out . If you choose to fast from f; :

again. All you have to do is focus on taking the next = 118 with lunch, With 4 uE.EM Wn_u begin with 4 twenty-four-hoyr f;

step on the path with God, without worrying about = - drink liquids such 45 —— .muﬁ You abstain from food but mm.._.r stant
The labyrinth is a the destination. Unlike a maze, which is designedto = Would be 5 8ood day to fa mMn_ Juice. Begin by Praying to God n%:gbcm &
mandala that you make us lost or confused, a labyrinth has no wrong = cally active, Two days of nM - Select 2 day you will not be part; :w s
walk to pray. turns and no dead ends. Because you don't have to are Ash dﬂmabmmum% and Oo,m M,:E.nw Year traditionally Qmﬂmumnm d m.lw Physi-

think hard to walk the labyrinth successfully, you Having the support of 2 _uﬂ&m.% or fasting
can free your heart to wander and listen to God. People who have walked afast. Begin the day by mmMoE. family o community is especially J,
labyrinths often say they find that God has given them an answer fo ai | Nmﬂmﬂvmﬂ it is important nwm breakfast Skip snacking, Junch mm._ amwwna n
important question while they were on their labyrinth journey. ; i inward Prayer, thankin Onmzuncm a:.ﬂabw liquids. Go mvw: e

A labyrinth is a metaphor for life with aloving God who does not deceive: ourself reaching for the nﬂo_.co.n MMH. the tasks before you dq.?muﬂ WM__..”_. mn.mM‘
e re in

or lead us astray. Walking the labyrinth is a journey with a God who callsus
to a journey of wholeness. .
Just like our real life, the journey on the labyrinth includes relationshi : bvﬁ&.ﬁb@ from fo,
with others. If you walk the labyrinth with a group, you will pass ot i
along the way or brush the shoulders of people walking along other cir
Sometimes you will be walking toward someone and other times away &
someone. Everyone will be on the same path. .

Temember your fagt and
th 2 small mey] and with

ﬂ..ﬁoc might try fasting
the Intention of the fast is

n .
o that actvity and give jt

Fasting
Fasting is actively choosing not to do something for a short period of Celebration

that we can draw our attention toward God. Often, fasting is associated e for great celeb

acake, ; ration; :

abstaining from food. For centuries the physical discipline of abstainis bration h.mmuﬁ.wa gifts. Om?..v_.mmo? or feasting H“m 4 Special meal of favorite
food has been recognized as a way of developing self-control and of em : Bt S0 a spiritua] discipline ang p ww‘» oM é.»w We mark life evens,
oneself. At the time of Jesus, Jews fasted regularly. In the Gospel accol - Nisa @:&Emnnﬁ Spiritual discip]j alife of pr. ayer.
Matthew, Jesus fasted for forty days before beginning his ministry, vt nﬂm.u actice fasting, s followed by % _oﬂm. ﬁMw forty days of Lent,
historic writings we know that early Christians recognized Wednesda L raton. After Jesys fasted for fo 8t fifty days of Easter, a
Fridays as fast days. Today, Lent—the forty days leading up to E In ﬂrM. Mz@d«m you? It shouldn’t, The _,.W a5 m:mm? Ministered
common time for Christians to practice the discipline of fasting. o th Ospel according to John, the f TY Word “gospel” means

By fasting we give up our physical attachment to material thing : .wmnm kingdom of Gog Was wE.HWE g éﬂwm_mn J €sus performed of
as in centering prayer, allow space for the Holy Spirit to enter : 5 o:M.cmmm the image of 4 s Sy T Into wine at the wed-
meant to be a time of deprivation nor is it meant to cause bodily ol 1S coming death, Jesus, with hi hmmnﬁvm God's kingdom
removing food from our day, fasts can free us to center on God, e £ I Which those gathered reme . M Osest friends, celebrates
ing from food we allow our spiritual needs to take priority. m.on..wﬁ_cnmmbm That death has been no“n er the liberation of the

Celebration quered and God's rejor ;
ign is
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G_HVHmﬁm V de T Nv_ 1 *Oﬂ 15 a Cce mvmm.ﬂ. T
eve m_.u Q ¥ n 1acy, S — (8)

i iritual and
at marks celebration as a m?.:ﬂ.c& -
raise and thanksgiving tha
with us and mark the

i cel
The Eucharist that we )
and the central act of the Q:.ﬁor. bk enir
rful act is that it is an intentio L
vnﬂmg our joy in God. We acknowledge
Mmmmzw._g special foods and close friends.
m.\

itnesses, a book that the lives of men
A Byea i Q%OMHQ events of the life of Jesus as well as
days that commem

3 ives
. . tness Om AWO&.- g
ho have dedicated their lives to »nm_ wmnﬁwmm collects, psalms,
. : n :
sad waes = tunities for celebrating. This boo H. n at home. You might
s nacy OppoF can read as part of a celebratio God'’s abundance in
i Jessons thak you d readings to the celebrations of Go
ers an

lists the church calendar with feast

incorporate pray
your life.

A Rule of Life

i ing relati
developing an ongoing
her iritual disciplines to help you d clop g
g d for you? How will they fit in |
piritual life doesnt mean |
ed to live balanced

onship with God.

Leading a spiritual life m m Nl
This chapter offers a number 0 .m .
ship. But which ones will mm .\m S e
all the other things you have to dos

( Hm.mm . gm ne
‘—A..;mmﬂzw or @HNCCHHPW BNHHAWNHNM &H &m. m Hu T
m

lives, with God at the center. o
\ ini T even
intaining a balance o
e ds by others and %Bmwmm we e
intai nce
and maintain bala .
v s for living that helps us keep

relation:

1

ing what balance should Hoo.w E.a.._.
% ut on ourselves get 10 "_um

; lop a rule of wmm..__.

ur lives i

isn’t easy. Deman A
ay. A helpful way to find anc
M WNEo of life is a set of guideline
ith God as its center. n
v&mw\mmawﬁn communities live G%&.ﬂlmm RWMMo B Bl
i o,ﬁrm best-known rule of life is the Rule of St. Benedict balances
of rma.. f Nursia in the sixth century. The Ru o vows: ability, obe
Benedict 9 d is guided by three overarching - how to i
VDR »w. The rule is a guide for monks o devel
b bos om the following page provides steps for
e

e for centuries—by i
edict, written 0¥

dience, and co o
community. The box on

. ws to follg
. e or she vo
your rule. ‘oins a monastic community h veryb
When a person joins 4 r one, not €

f life. Fo .
dle of life that is different from other Mcﬁ_mmnwaa on vows in monasticé
T ity, bo
ife of poverty or chastity, i . rule.
nmzmmﬁ.aOmm_WMMroo% us is called by God to live a particular
munities.

i€ people find spiritual direct

help you discern what Spiritua
=7 4€ not therapists or proble

0t ire looking for 4 spiritual director,

SPIRITUALITY: CREATED FOR PRA’

Rule of Life: The Practice

Writer Debra Farrington suggests that a way to begin to develop you

rule of life is to write a list of activities that bring you joy that lasts
beyond the moment. It may include running,

or'spending time alone. This list is the begin
Put your activities into five categories: work, study, prayer, play, and
service to others, Study might be reading the Bible or books about tt
Christian tradition. Play could be your favorite hobby.

Bring this list to God and pray for guidance. You may begin to
recognize for the first time that some activities are spiritual. Running
for example, takes care of your body and therefore js 3 way of
returning the blessing of health to God. Time with friends and family
Creates a community of love and support. You may want to rebalance
some parts of your life. If 50, take on a discipline that is reasonable.
Arule of life is 3 realistic set of guidelines,

Once you have written your rule, check it over with a trusted frien
who can help Yyou refine it. Keep it handy. It will help you remain
accountable and help you see when the rule needs to be modified.

Arule of life is a living rule and will change. Most of all, a rule of life
that makes God the center of your lifeisa b

into closer relationship to God.

writing, drawing, readi
ning of your rule of life.

lessing that can bring you

*The categories of a ryle of life an

d steps of creating rules are loosely based on Debr
Farrington's “Balancing Life by the

Rule,” Spirituality & Health (Winter 2001), 44,

Spiritual Direction

ion helpful in developing an awarene
in their lives, Spiritual direction is the art of helping others ex]

- Spiritual directors are trained to I
to God and learn where God is lea
I awareness of God working in you
1 disciplines will bring you closer to (
m solvers. They are holy listeners and s
guide you in creating spiritual discipl:

They can help you develop a

Wwho can, with God, help
Ing you closer to God.

consider looking at http:// sdiworld.org, a website
alist of spiritual directors;
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Developing Your mﬂm_.::N:._E Z
INTERLUDE

“AThin Place on
,, Sunday Morning”

There are many more spiritual practices we didn’t explore—retreats, simplic-
ity, study, and service are just a few. With all of the possibilities of spiritual
practices, you might wonder, “Where do 1 begin?” Begin with a prayer of
petition from Psalm 19:14:

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,
O Lorp, my rock and my redeemer.

Remember the parable of the sower in Matthew 13 and Mark 4? A sower
sowed seeds. Some fell on a path, and the birds ate them up. Some fell on
rocky ground. They sprang up, but the soil was too shallow and the plants
withered. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns choked the plants.
Some seeds fell on good soil and grew into an abundant harvest. If we till our
lives and cultivate the spirit, God's love and blessings will grow abundantly:
The fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentle-
ness, self-control, and faithfulness—will be plentiful.

\ . il eterni Perceive it ) i pPpen:
._. . . - on w@ or Hm_mao:mEE o“.Q opened for you z &mnrmﬂ“ﬂﬁ.oﬁ Somewhere
_ - ltmayhg responsibili ! y differe
ransforming Questions |  may have been sugon i 7 ligon. nt outlook
opriati
1. Be Attentive: Describe a recent time when you prayed (Remember, the ways e Ose energy and Enmzm_oa_.»om chmnEsm you alread
to pray.). What was your prayer? What did you say or do? Or were you silent? and became entwined ﬁanw adnot until then mEEmM‘
what did you hear and see? B everything that identifjes
ghte
2. Be Intelligent: what was the purpose of your prayer? Might there be other = Mwwdmaam!..mmmmoﬁ Or it
purposes? Let these other possibilities come to you without judgment. ] .S.leEQm&nn it by how you FMMM:SH never be a5
2 i You can’ at’s ;
3. Be Reasonable: Which purpose rings most true? What new insight does this = &p out of hiding inte Hwbo% it. You've had 3 _.Mmmmunszw
bring to your understanding of prayer in general? o € rmrn Created by God ,WMFHOP
. : en
k. Be Responsible: In light of this experience, how might you change your ply as experien -
A 5 5 ced to “c Cing .—H-.ﬂﬁWHu.
practice of prayer: to “simply.” Oyr ty- Transformation
AL lore . s self- " experie ’
5. Be in Love Transformed: What new ways of praying might you consider? authentic you, yq elf-communication In th nces of integrity are
g tyor mza,.ma.c. oumay have experienced th ¢ Process, you became
cityis li at ma .
d mmmw“ »M%“o:m Many conversions “N, tmes. The path
for mxu.ﬂmﬁwn‘ e mvmmnOﬁ&mmbM ny transforma-
s self-com uw:m.. to truths handed mcéum”_omM_mﬂ.
: Cts rather
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“God’s self-communication,” Jesuit priest William Reiser wrote in Drawn

to the Divine,

. in the desires of the human heart, in the
questioning and wondering of the human mind, in our thirst for true
freedom, in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, in the experience
of having been loved and forgiven, in the conviction that we have been
personally called to know and follow Jesus, in countless circumstances
of daily life, and in the deep-down sense that we are meant to Carry the

divine presence within us."?

continues to take place . .

s self-communication feels like wrestling with God.
When you wrestle with God about what you have been resisting, one of
two things eventually happens. Winning isn’t one. You walk away from the
relationship or you wrestle until you lose. \When God wins, you have reason
to celebrate.

When you allow God to find you and bring you out of hiding, you are o
the verge of a religious experience. You are in a “thin place.”

Thin places in Celtic spirituality are where ordinary reality
holiness meet, where we move easily between realities, where t
between heaven and earth seems transparent.

A thin place is anywhere our hearts are opened, according to theologian
Marcus Borg. The Celts perceived the entire world as saturated with
glory of God. Though every place is potentially a thin place, we have to stopy
look, and listen in order to sense it. We can, of course, be thick even abo

thin places—and not get it.
Worship is a thin place. We gather for Eucharist that we might reme

Sometimes God'

and Gods :

he vell

ber—tomorrow.
It is a gradual mxﬁmzmunmunmcnaﬂ after Sunday—during which we:

drawn from being attentive to learning how to see the spectacular in
apparent absence to deciding to “love one another as [ have loved yous
serving the least of these, to being in Love transformed. ]

Expect to hear God’s voice in thin places. Expect that God will toudh
It happens. Be attentive. Expect God.

Getting tangled up with God will have implications
sidered. Not simply an adjustment here, an adjustment the
way you see and think and judge and do. Transformation.
yourself living differently.

you've not ¥
re. Changes
You will

e

42, William Reiser, S]. Drawn to Ave Maria Press, 1987), 12.

the Divine (Chicago:
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H.Tm. ch ’ . whom we in »,
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ay we be releas cased.” quare, the
of Jesus ed and transform
and thr ough personal m:no:EMa through the death and resu
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th the risen Lord in thin
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Eczmzhvn RESPONDING TO &0D’S BLESSIN

r this seems not to be S0 in your life, whynot? ¢
| 3 What might you do aboyt that? The Book D Dok B
EIGHT ;
CHAPTER ) of Common Prayer offers a number of ways OO:EHOﬁ P ra)
m. _ to Swoguﬁ OOQ Aot Admiaifisasion of the
\J/ _ ' SACRAMEN]
—.__ . _Nmmﬂosﬁ__:m ! The Book of Common Prayer E:?.,_,ﬁ..,_.‘.__w._éc,_:
—>_O I'S ﬂu.- . nos The Book of Commop Prayer is the man- & o RoCd
.Ho moa m w—m MM— m .:m_ for community and persona] worship | 4y, ¢y URCH of ENGIA)
i the Episcopal Church, It contains the PS4t T ER
words and actions, called liturgies, which < , .;.. ;
define and order our commop worship as P.mzﬂ,;w w_ ,., ;..ﬁ ,.c_.h .” ;”s
. @ Ccommunity, Liturgy is something people e L SN

do, not Something people read or watch. In
the mv_.mnowm_ Q:_.nr

The Book of Commeon Praye;
. ﬁc&m. of the Sunday liturgy are shared by  was first published iy 1 559, T
ind in our image, according to our - all Episcopalians and reflect the theology  fisfe page is from the 1662 Bo,
Then God said, “Let us make humankin of our Community. Every Sunday, Angli- of Common Prayer.
fikeness. (Genesis 1:26a) arating the heav- €an churches thy,
P

f chaos by se 3
inni brought order out o . g e ]
Hﬂ ot vmmEEbmmnm MM@ Mwmmba from the sea, and rmmww Mwﬂmnm —
od. _..H.MHﬂ nﬂwp mﬂmm_m and plants grow and bear beaut
God said let the

kind—birds that fly
d filled the earth with living creatures of every
seeds. God fille

Similar forms of worship.

Liturgy is Powerful. It enacts and

shapes our beliefs. Consider the Eyc
When the Priest gives us the

Communion bread saying, “The Body
o et and s th .m the bread of Wmmqwu_a and we _,m%nn:n with “Amen,” we receive Chy
2d monsters of the sea. God 100 ind. God looked . a5y E.Em_ mon..m for our lives today. By €ating the bread of heayen We parta
el Q,.Mmﬂ on the sixth day, God mem rzﬂw%@ &..amﬂ God createl S promised w_bwaon”_. m.sm we leave the tabje transformed ang strengt
- — m.oom. mzarocmwr “This is very mooa.. Imme bless us each and e¥e MM be the Body of n.“ramﬂ in the Jao_.E, Although we may repeat the sap
oIl creation »Mom o et noﬁauamm mﬂoO 2o continual blES .M.M smz.n_m E.E actions of the liturgy week after week, no _._.Enm.w is tf
esBumart, o e blecsing of Q,mm.ﬁwu an 1. Woship is T *he Eucharist n.?mnm.wu us; when we return to the communion table t}
day. We TSR and our lives by worshiping Go .m 4s. 2 God who ka ng Emmw Wwe bring with us the €Xperience of having lived as the Body
through Emmumwmuwm%ﬁnm to the God who Qmmnwﬁ y wmmwmm. We resp H o:M_cmw. /Mm are different people; we are fed again, and we emhbod

. . . : ; )
o ﬁh_ﬂ_wmmmmm each day, and wants RMEMMHOMMWQ beings, it is our natures e cecply. U8y transforms who Weareas Gods pecple
us, ing thanks. in places WiE
.. d offering the thin places W

by giving oMMOMMMMﬁ% before this chapter, to enter the
Bill says in

{) - et. .
: ity and God’s holiness me ;G dle at home,
ordinary HM& Mﬁw God can be as simple as rmrcbm Nmbﬂoawognm worsh
1 . . . g
ki Hﬂ ﬁmﬁoc God of our love, and giving tha the week, gather ta¥
fe ioaw.ﬁ g ple, who are scattered throughout : !
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. : ity, Try to
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ce of the Church” (BCP, 13) describes the
¢ worship and who participates in those
most services, explaining what the
or rubrics, for doing it. “The Cal-
ncipal feasts, lesser feasts,

services. “Concerning the Servi
regular services appointed for publi
services. Youll find 2 similar page before
{ving instructions,

service is about and g
endar of the Church Year” (BCP, 15-33) lists pri
liturgical seasons.

and holy days, as well as the

The Book of Common Prayer is a treasure chest of our faith. Besides
the liturgies, it also contains one complete book of the Jewish scriptures™
Psalms—plus prayers of praise and thanksgiving for many occasions, an out-
fine of the faith, historical documents of the Church, tables to find the date of
Easter and other holy days, and a list of readings from the Bible for services

throughout the church year.

Holy Eucharist

So those who welcomed his message Were baptized, and that day about
three thousand persons Were added. They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and the
prayers. (Acts 2:41-42)

follows the model

Our principal act of Christian worship, Holy Eucharist,

of the early Church—we gather, hear the scriptures,
Episcopalians typically celebrate Eucharist on the first day of the week, Suli=
and other major feast days, such as Christmas and Ash Wednesday:

days,

Fucharist is also called the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion, and Mass. The

word “Eucharist” comes from the Greek word eucharistia, meaning “the gi¥s
ate the life, deatis

¢ we remember and celebr:
roclaim that we await his coming a8
ugh the Eucharist we are strengthened and nourished for
are given a foretaste of God's heavenly banquet. The Euc
y God’s family of God's love for us.
ip has ancient roots. Nehemiah 8 describes
aw of Moses and an exposition of the rea

Our service has similar parts: the Lit

ing of thanks.” In the Eucharis

and resurrection of Jesus Christand p

in glory. Thro
lives today and
rist is a celebration b

The format for worsh
vice with readings from the L

by the priest followed by a meal.

of the Word, during which we hear the word of God read and procld
and the Liturgy of the Table, during which we take, bless, break, and gi¥
pread and wine of communion. It's no surprise that the Eucharist is based!
Jewish practices. The first to gather in Jesus's name were Jews gathel
sh places of worship called synagogues.

Jewi

break bread, and pray:

WORSHIP: RESPONDING TO GOD'S BLESSING:

Liturgy of the Word

We are a people scattered th
ot roughout the world i i iviti
- E_..:amwahmémm mmmdﬂwﬁ Mm oa.m to worship. So it mnwwnhb&_ﬂmﬂﬂun mnn:._q‘:
e e e M.M _n_.umm_am with a brief entrance rite nw»ﬁ“awdmn
A s i od and one another as a community of Mn.uw
. wm acolytes, choir, deacons, priests, and -
o e g H_ e people to their places to lead EQ.@E Thep
P s Wmmev m__umnmcmm the people together are éo_‘wnjm :
Dl i Place, the presider, the person who | o
—— : pening acclamation, a greeti mwam il
g the Gloria, a song of praise to Go Fhe extance s

Co.
llect, a short prayer that “ d. The entrance rite ends s

collects” the themes of the readings of the

Try writin
g a collect for grace o
ne evening at sup
per. Use what ha
ppened

to you that da
y tores
..mO ﬁ—._m.ﬁ o UO—._Q to ﬂrmmm U_‘O_.SU._”m” ..mOQ <<—._O n _.H mm_A ‘..O
e ro

—

We believe that ]

. Godispre i

B our lives as present in both word and

. ing stori M people of God. We are fed in the Lj sacrament. Both no
n les from the Bible about God" iturgy of the Word by |

This i s redeemi
41S portion c edeeming act: .
of the liturgy generally includes moEMmMMMbWEMHW&oﬁ B
s, alt OGWT ™

allow Jewi u din on from the P
..w.. for three: a Jewish scri i
pture readi g, 2 recitati fr t
e Psal

Teading from the Epi
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rescribed ' reading from the G X
by a three-year lectionary cycle mmqumm MmWMW . erm =
e letters A, B,
the Gospel according to Matthey

Al i
“ In lectionary year A we read from

=oM%,

B ]

aer of the openin
g procession is a
wds the processi matter of tradition. The
on, followed by the choir, and ending wi Q_mHM& or Gospel Boc
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WORSHIP: RESPONDING T0 GOD'S BLESSINGS 1
lectionary year B from Mark, and in lectionary year C from Luke. Readings
from the Gospel according to John are interspersed throughout each of the
three years, especially during the year that the Gospel according to Mark is

* th
€ concerns of the local community,
>

* those who suffer and those in any trouble

i 5 : and
read. The Epistles are read in sequence and the Jewish scripture readings : the departed.
are chosen to complement either the Gospel or Epistle readings, or readin U::.bw the
. praye
sequence. During Easter the Acts of the Apostles may be read in place of the : yers we also offer our thanksgivings.

The Book of Common Pra i

et . yer requires that when

k.o %M:H mMMMbwbm an, lives, repent of our &.MM_@MMMH_ anownﬂr ~m e

. cmwgm oM e.” ("An Outline of the Faith, commonly OMMM s

- mBobwmmm 860 of the Book of Common Prayer.) va 9

R oo 8 people and with God is the excha f peace.
i nge of peace, .

o shared as a sign of reconciliati
Telationships. Therefore, before exchanging pea nciliation and renewec
ce,

or. Because fai
sand conti we fail to love G .
ontinually choose not to love our neighbo od with our whol
I

need of—a S as
nd God grants us—mercy and forgive ourselves, we are
ness

Jewish scriptures. Having a lectionary means that every Episcopal church can
read the same scriptures on any given Sunday.

Because the lectionary readings come from all parts of the Bible, fol-
lowing the lectionary challenges us to understand the way God has worked
throughout history, through events that are sometimes confusing and writ: -
ings that sometimes contradict one another. Following the lectionary means
we cannot just keep to our favorite verses. We must grapple with the dif-
ficulty of interpretation and application of a wide variety of beliefs about ;
God. By including the Jewish scriptures we are reminded that the roots €
Christianity are in Judaism and that the God of the Jewish scriptures is the

4nst God and our neighb we confess our sin;

o . ) . . ] regularly,
same God as in the Christian scriptures. Without the Jewish scriptures We
would not have a complete understanding of the many ways God works 10 _".o_. Siveness is healing and renewing, somethi
reconcile people to himself, one another, and all creation. : lives to go forward. ! ething we need throughout our

r

Laypeople read the Jewish scriptures and Epistle readings, and a d
con, when present, or a priest reads the Gospel reading. Before the gos
is read, the people often say “glory to you Lord Christ” to acknowledge B hen
Jesus is present in the proclamation of the Gospel. As the good news for the o ge of peace originates in
people of God, the Gospel is often read in the midst of the people. A P8 iod oh

; n 20:19— . gift to the alt
of silence for reflection may follow the reading, after which a priest gives& ind1 wHw 21, when the risen Jesus appeared t MHH A?._m&»m& 5:23-24).
ocked doors, he proclaimed. o the frightened disciples

" Pea - N
peace given to us b ce be with you.” The peace we share

: th .
the Word. ythe resurrected Christ. The peace ends the Liturgy

NzﬂwH T QOWHNTMHMHMHBW a nmrﬂ H.WMNHHOHHWWE, W1 OOQ we QNOMHMHH (S Q.wm TONOO.
Hv HHH
m

8 s ewish i .
nes neighbor before offering m_Q *h practices of being reconciled

sermon or homily, which is intended to provoke our thoughts about ho!
apply God's Word to our lives and bear witness to that Word.

The people respond to hearing God’s Word proclaimed and preachs
affirming its beliefs with the words of the Nicene Creed. The gospel messd
calls the people into action on behalf of the world. The people do this li
cally in this part of the worship service by praying for the needs of othe
the Prayers of the People. The Book of Common Prayer presents six0
forms for the Prayers of the People and provide models for congregas s
write their own prayers. The prayers are meant to arise from the cond
the assembly and written by the community either by season o W
only requirement is to offer prayers in six areas:

Liturgy of the Table

en he took a loaf of bread, and when he h

gave it to th e . ad given thank :
in rememb emm, saying, “This is my body, which i o il
mbrance of me.” (Luke 22:19) f s given for you. Do

Ha O% ﬁwwm ‘HJN.—UHQ
1S a response to QMmOH wrm Holy Communion, is the climax of i
membr i Sus's commandment at the Last S o
ance of” Jesus. That is upper: we “[d]o
)

. The Universal Church, its members, and its mission, the priest
? : ies .
..ﬁ bread in remembrance of J ,w takes, gives thanks, breaks,

« the nation and all in authority,

+ the welfare of the world,



WORSHIP: RESPONDING T0 GOD'S BLESSINGS
174 SEEKING GOD AND BE IN LOVE

ly Spirit the
. the power of the Holy
rayers at Eucharist and by ) Eucha-
._,r_.Mzmrmn“%m _uMnoEm for us the body and blood of .Omﬁmr memmba .~
v.w . mﬂnﬁ<m€ participate in the celebration of Om:mﬂm mwn._. wﬁ_._w mystery
u..wmﬂ . d actions become part of the offering. >cmcw2ﬂ.m m.M‘w e that are the
:Mmmcmn: articipation in the Eucharist in this way: “So cn its wﬁwﬂ“rpﬂ hiss Beon
o M W Christ and its members, it’s the mystery (meaning Hcﬂ cans you™
= z% the Lord’s table; what you receive is the mystery that m ist, broken
EmMM M: harist we are again made members of the Body of Christ,
In the buc
d.

t for the sake of the worl . Gt

m:aammm\wﬁﬂm“m six choices for Eucharistic prayers Em%m WMMW%W: %mlman..,
. d four €
g haristic prayers (I, II) an e hip Iy
Prayer: two Rite 1 Euc hing Our Worship Iy = R j
P.mwﬂm (A, B, C, and D). The mc.@w.ﬂmsmbs._ ﬁwth%hﬂwmwmanmuNma T was first (Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.”). The assembly takes its p
provides three additional Eucharistic ENMM._ this prayer by recounting the s Wﬁozw the hosts of heaven and earth to sing praise to God in the Sanc
. : ers expa . . " {Holy, holy, holy Lord . . 7).

adopted in 1789. The other ?.3.\ ) ming of Christ. 4 ¥, holy, holy
mSMmm of creation, the incarnation of Christ, and the coming & The Eucharistic prayers follow the s
d theology. Each emphasizes differen

tic Prayer 3, for example, draws on imagery of Wisdom while Eucharic
frayer 1 remembers creation, the covenant established with Abraham a
and renewed with the people of Israel, and the provision of prophe
of these are found in Enriching Our Worship 1. All Eucharistic pray
tember the incarnation, and the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. \
k God for these mighty works and enduring mercjes.
This time of remembering continues by recalling the words of ins
10D given by Jesus at the Last Supper:
© €at: This is my body which is given .
%EYou. Do this in remembrance of me,” It .
0rtant to remember that this is not . .

symbolizing that we share one bread and
one cup of wine at communion.

Give Thanks

The Liturgy'of the Table continues vith the
~ People returning the blessings, or thank-
| ing God, for all that God has given. The
Great Thanksgiving begins with a dia-
logue between the presider and the people
‘I which we ask God to be present and the
people lift their hearts and give thanks to
* God in the words of the Sursum Corda

Paten and chalice.,

ame framework but vary in imag

t aspects of salvation history. Euc,
Give
Take, Bless, Break, and

took br!

i isciples at the Last Supper, he

hared bread with the discip : e

dﬁpmww.m mwwomwm it, and gave it. These are the same four m.ncomm .MMM” 3

e m ‘ fed a Qwﬁd who had come to hear him @ammaﬁ. E. M e nmnow .

M\mr”mpqu and Luke. And after he rose from the dead, the Mum.n% mmmﬁ . umm
. . ions— bless, break, and give— 2

same four actions—take, ] . 5
Wmmcm vwmﬁ”_mnm 24). Not only do we say these same words during Eu
mma .
they shape the Liturgy of the Table.

Take .3
The Liturgy of the Table begins with the offertory by gathering gifts
e

: actment of U :
ing them to the altar, presenting them ﬂ.e lactment of the Last m:@wmn_. but a ¥
among the people and taking ifts of bread and wine, music, to God. The words of institution are g Y -
resenting our gi . . 3 ey B 8- . _
and the Church. By ﬁﬂ Emw&dmm that God gave us—the blessing of ¢ the Eucharistic Py iienePone .
resources, we return the SN,

i i into br
and our labor. Our labor transforms mamw.mm into wine Mmbwm MMWMMN . -
Because God is the giver of all things, ultimately .éoﬁm o e n.m. i
to God. During the offertory, the a.mmnos or @ﬂmmr Mmzma e
communion. He or she spreads a white square clot

the
the altar, brings the bread on a plate called a paten, and pours

ddressed not to the congregation, but :
804, Following the words of institution, ;

ember the greatest mystery of our
ith the memorial acclamation:

ice is placed on @ identify the epiclesis visuqll durin \Y&. .
. chalice. One paten and one chalice is pl et S the ep sty ; ,q\ 2
e | SSHATISIC prayers by noticing when the | B A A
. S \
: 5 his or her hands over the bread b i _
272 in Sermons, part 3, volume 7, translated by Edmund Hill (New
44, Augustine, Sermon 5

—e ot . il /N
Wire,
NY: New City Press, 1993), 300-301. .
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Christ has died.
Christ has risen,
Christ will come again.

In all Episcopal Eucharistic prayers the presider asks God to send the Holy
anctify the bread and the wine to be the body and blood of Jesus
Christ. This is called the epiclesis. The presider has no special powers. In
fact, a priest cannot consecrate bread and wine alone. It is through the prayers

—Jaypeople and ordained ministers alike—and God’s blessings

of all present
and wine are the body and blood of Christ. We believe that

that the bread
Christ is present in the bread and the wine, and this presence nourishes us
e one with

and heals us. By partaking in the bread and the wine we are mad
Christ and strengthened to serve God in the world.

After the Great Thanksgiving and before the Breaking of the Bread,
together the congregation says the Lord’s Prayer. The Lord’s Prayer reminds
us that God’s kingdom is breaking into the world today and we are to par-
ticipate in that kingdom here and now. We ask God to provide nourishment
to do so, and we ask for forgiveness that we have already been given and that

God offers freely.

Spirit to §

The bread and the wine are consecrated by the prayers of all the people
present. A priest alone cannot consecrate bread and wine.

Break

Following the Great Thanksgiving,
ute it among the people gathered jus
among the disciples. During the bre
sings the fraction anthem. The fra
“fraction” means break.

aking of the bread, the congregati
ction has its name because the wo!

Give
Immediately following the breaking of the bread the people are invited to

altar table to receive both the bread and the wine. In the Episcopal Chut
ose who are

all baptized people are welcome to receive communion. Th
baptized may receive a blessing. While this is the liturgically normative p
tice, a number of churches welcome all those gathered in worship to ré
communion. The congregation comes forward together because we ar€

people partaking in one body of Christ. Taking communion is also intem

- All the members of the Church

giving thanks, and recejvi
B ’ ng communion. God h
ently, and . - 0d has created each i
we each have different gifts to contribute to SOQEM %MM M Mm
E able

- Page 179 lists several of th
. ew. G
80 help with worship. ays the ministers of the Church use th

the presider breaks the bread to distrib-
t as Jesus broke the bread to distribute
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m—u .—”.v HMHHHM_“M HHWMmHHnm M—HHQmeMEHHW mmmnm In our _.H €s.

Go Out

The final |
e m%HM M“”n Mﬁhﬁsnvﬁﬁlﬂg post-communion prayer—proc
a0 i ....o g0 OMH : other prayers in the service, this prayer anno
ol e M_wno the ,.aoH.E to love and to serve. We have be
omieny, iy od's work in the world.
ing who we mamv. ””mmﬂwma w_:__vmm our lives. As we come together we ar:
Fodiadibei M%MM wom s people. During the Liturgy of the Wor
e s .oum for us, for all of creation, and we hear h¢
Noticing places in ﬁ% e & OB OTDUEE fereh
- Porsns e €o.~E that need God’s, and our, mnmuao.b Asw
know that our ‘_?M _uMm ctice acknowledging our shortcomings mwa con
remember Christ's Mm mmﬂmbm rea Duriag the Lituegy of the Table
B i o e mnm and H.wm:wnmnmoz and take part in a sacred r
liturgy, we conti - th o ounday in these two pars “
nue the work of the earliest members of the Orwmn_... nw_

‘devoted themselv:
es to the apostles’ teachi .
of the bread, and the prayers” (Acts MMMWEW and fellowship, to the brea

Participants in Worship

participate in worship through song, pra
eir g

The Church

T g ) often worship to
stand “the Church” to be much greater than mﬂoﬂm Wmﬁ.b
, bric

d mortar, it

. wa“ Hm”b.m somewhat odd to define the Church merely as a ph
eh” The OM Mmd. what most people think of when they vmwa 9» -l
enant” (BCP ané mw 8.=m us, “The Church is the community of ﬁMocH“o

E Q:“Hnr ,.zm uring Mrm Prayers of the People, therefore when M
5 ¢ pray for the communi . 7
example, we pray “ unity of baptized. In F \

’ y “that all who conf orm [

i ; ess your Name ited i

»live together in your love, and reveal your mﬁo%mwﬁﬂmmﬂ”mm_ﬁwm
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we are praying for the baptized EmB.-

. dﬁwmb émwwanm “.M M,\m“.wmm Wﬂwnwam nmzmmmo bring God’s kingdom to this
_umnm%mm HMHHWW%&_. presence and actions in the SoH.E. R
S d “church” to mean a community jus e

N e wﬁwa did. The word for “church” in Oammwlﬁ.pm mbm nmma i
o mma .mr.m Epistles—is ekklesia. For mNmEE@ in the le i
o Oo%&.m_ g o called the head of the body, the ekklesia. MEQ&S nom 3
e e G%. ¢k, which means “out” and kaleo, S.Enw Bm»ﬂ b
s ﬂamww ,M_MH E.mﬁhm “called out.” The church, then, .a a noHMBomm.
P rnmw,. ’ in the risen Christ called out for a wmﬂcn&ma P ﬂwrmé
e ,Um. sl hysical building—a sacred place Christian m

The church is also a physt P

; i actice,
side for corporate worship. As was et .Féﬂwwmwmﬂéo Gospels (Luke

set a d places to gather to share meals and mﬁoE. i e edin
.ﬁmmw w mﬂﬁ%n m us that until the day of Pentecost the discip Mm mm of the Jewisll :
and John) te : himself. And as member :
isen Christ revealed himself. . in Jerusalem

room Sr.mam MWM Eanbabcmm to pray and to teach in the Temple EM s
8&3¢E€.@8Mo<& in 70 cg. As Christianity mwammm . Hm Hamdm,NoM worship.
i ; in houses that they converted into place neld
Judaism, believers met . hollowed-out tunnels &
ute

used for burial, because the government persect

i i tacombs
Sometimes, Christians secretly met in ca ,
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Leaders in the Liturgy

Acolyte: A lay minister, often a young person, who helps in a variety

of ways, including lighting the candles, carrying the cross and

candles in a procession, and assisting in setting the table. Acolytes

moamzsmmsmmqms\::mm; or a white cotta over a colored
cassock.

Presider (also Celebrant): The bishop or priest who leads the
celebration of the liturgy and presides at the Eucharist and at
baptism. Deacons may also preside at a Eucharist using consecratec
elements. During the Eucharist, the

presider says the collect, leads
the Great Thanksgiving,

and administers the bread at communion,

The presider generally a
unless a deacon is prese
Gospel. The presider oft

lso reads the Gospel and gives the sermon
nt, in which case the deacon reads the

€n wears a white alb. Priests assembled
around the altar wear a stole over both shoulders. The presider at

mcn:mlm.ﬁ :mcm__<smmam%83$n chasuble over the alp, Deacons
wear a stole over one shoulder.

Choir member: A lay minister who leads sun

i id-
them. The earliest known complete church is 2 mid==

third-century Roman rowmo Q.Sﬁ ﬁ”._m NWMMMHMM“_‘
ering place for Christians y
Mwwwmwﬁlawwwﬁg. It Ew.u_camaammmom MMH HMEH ;
entrance, which was likely used fo ._..wym g
eception area further inside .‘&m house wi
Mnoc_m“._a which the nMBBME&bMMWM&WMmMMNQ
ign is similar to the setup : 8
MMMMMLM font near the entrance and a HMMMM sanct
ary with an altar for the Egamvw of the _ A.:.
Unlike the Jewish Temple in Jerusa mB?un :
ples of Greek gods, Christian churches Mamﬁ -
sidered to be a dwelling place for a momaw M< Em .
meeting place. Many churches Q.um.@ o .Mu.nmtw .
design of the fourth-century civic vwmu _m 3 1 Tek
angular building with a demm apse for '
which a magistrate or military moﬁﬁ:” .
civil cases of dispute. The reason .@6 c ﬁm Em.
on this style is that the civic basilica wa

An acolyte often wears

a cotta over an alb.

: Verger:

g music during worship.
- Chairs often sing anthems as musical offerings during the offertory.
Choir members often wear robes,

Deacon: If a deacon js present, the deacon should read the Gospel
and may lead the Prayers of the People. Deacons also assist at the
Table, assist in the administration of the bread and the wine to the
people, and dismiss the people. In the absence of 3 priest, a deacon
may distribute Holy Communion from the reserved sacrament, bread
and wine that has already been consecrated in a previous Eucharist,

Eucharistic minister: A lay minister trained in administering t

he
elements. Preference is that a priest or deacon administers the
bread and wine during Holy Eucharist.

Reader (also Lector): A lay minister may read the lessons and lead

the Prayers of the People. Deacons may also lead the Prayers of

the People, In the Liturgy of the Word, the one who leads the
Prayers of the People is called an intercessor,

A lay minister who assists in the
verger is usually robed in
(a rod or staff).

processions of liturgy. The
a black cassock and carries a verge
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| 1 r
| Chancel
]
| ¢ i
| North S Lectern south

| Transept

legalized Christianity in the fourth century. We can
trace much of our church furnishings to the early
Church and to the secular buildings of the fourth
century.

The diagram on the left shows the layout of

many Episcopal churches today. The overall shape is
1 4 Latin cross, or cruciform, which developed when
| Gothic architects added two rooms—one€ for the
_ priests and another for the remains of the dead—on
cither side of the long nave and circular apse of the
Roman basilica. The cruciform is comprised of three
__ main areas: the nave, the transept, and the chancel.
The chancel contains the sanctuary, pulpit, lectern,
and altar. It may end at the apse and is often raised =
in elevation and separated from the nave by a rail of
screen. The altar, which rests within the sanctuary ]

is the table around which Holy Communion is celebrated. The altar repre=
sents the presence of God and is a focal point of our worship, so it’s situated *
at the head of the cross. Often churches are designed so that congregation
faces the east—the direction of the rising sun, 2 symbol of the resurrec ed

Christ. In these churches, the altar is in the eastern-most part of the chur
part of the church extending from the 02

orshipers gather to hear the Word 2
read and wine of communion.

¢ Apse
| lAltar] |
_ mnanncn‘.ﬂ__

Pulpit
Transept |

zsi..mw.lh ]
i

Cruciform church.

The transept is the horizontal
and chancel. The nave is where w
participate in the consecration of theb

The word “nave” comes from the Latin word navis, meaning ship. A ship is

an early symbol of the Church.

s a Membe

Because baptism is the rite through which one become
e enirdi

the Church, 2 baptismal font or pool is usually close to th
the church. This grand design emphasizes the transcendence and
of God. St. John the Divine in New York City AEEE.&%_:&S:«.&W :
National Cathedral in Washington, DC AEEEAS:QEN.QQ are
style cathedrals.
Another design is illustrated on page 181. In this circular layout;t

is more clearly the central element around which people gather. I#
design returns to the layout of the synagogues that-would have beelt

to Jesus and is likely closer to the worship spaces of early i

than the cruciform layout. This design emphasizes the partici

me Supper table when we say
“ ._u_ms.w. God for God’s beautiful ¢
1 €€ 1n our homes to pray and
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members in the ity
rgy. St. G s i
phemb . Tegory'sin S
! ow”.wnwwno ASSS.RSMMENQQM.S@ is built MM
o ONM Wmﬁ@d. Regardless of the specific
ou i
a sacred mvmnmamwﬂw“ﬂmw n.rcwoF et
5 ebrating the Lit
e MQo& and the Liturgy of the ,_,m_mw@ i
r %Mww.rmﬁw been building sacred Emomm
WmBmBHM Ip of God since ancient times
o Eﬂmb Abraham and Sarah Q.mmﬁmm.
ars to worship at th
. m -
MWMH MmMmmrﬂmm built a tabernacle HMMQMQM.
. 0
o Hhcwz with them. The Israelites built
o T ple at Jerusalem. Muslims have
4 ques, and Jews have Synagogues. Chrj
ns have churches, We also wo ipin o

Circular church des,

rship i
Ip in other places too—around th
grace together, .

on am :
Te ountaintop whe

atio
D, and when we set aside time in a

_ meditate on God’s word.

! . We can even ..
” worship in cybers
. i ace. .
<an light a candle and offer pace. At geraniumfarm.org,

r _‘..c.._,_...un_.:\obmam.oa.

for example
prayer, and you can say the Daily Office ,mwo:

Symbols in Worship

ents of prayer and worship offere

ponse of love and E.\Ewmmmﬁ.bm d to us, begging fron

#0le being 3 res
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i i ur senses. We see the cross Vm.E.m H:dnm.mmm& ag.ﬁm:
%ﬁm EMMMMMW MMMMMMH_ to the word of God, we proclaim O.om s E&Hw ]
el th _mmnm with our hands, we smell the scent of Hbmmcmou w :
e mxmwwwmmnwﬂ Mﬂ the table. By using all our senses We ﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ“ Mm Mm,
MMMM is alive with us today, mi&bmm .swﬁmza MHMMMMWMM%MO ~oM mn e
ip i irst co :
omm QOMMMW M&MMMMMMM MMMMM,MWM all our mind, and ﬁw@.w all moaﬂ.P mmambmw_ﬂw
' owh:wmm mmmgm“ sounds, and smells mn.m m.ﬁdvow omao.ﬁ WHMWW me NMMM .
. ith meaning and experience, poInting beyond itse il
Hwnr ﬁwla throughout history. To understand the power of .m sym! ﬁrw .
MvMHM the cross. The cross symbolizes m“omcw“m %MMmMMMMmMWMM M“ﬁ e .__
the joy of the resurrection. or so ortin S8
MM MM“MW mbww NOH others Jesus’s noHEcm.ldm of amvmﬂw mMa Mwﬁmho%oc%__,
world. The cross carries all these meanings. Symbols mom:mﬁ, t |
and emotions, our whole selves and create spaces to enc _

Vestments

A stole is worn by bishops and priests over both shoulders and by a
deacon over the left shoulder.

An alb “m a white garment worn by bishops, priests, deacons, and
acolytes during the entire liturgy.

A chasuble is a long sleeveless garment worn over the alb by the
celebrant. When laid out flat it is generally oval with a hole in the

middle for the celebrant’s head. Chasubles vary in color based on
the church season.

A miter is a tall pointed hat worn by the bishop.
. A crosier is a pastoral staff that symbolizes the pastoral ministry of the
R bishop. A bishop generally holds the crosier during the reading of

the Gospel, while walking into and out of the service, and during
the absolution and blessing. It is a sign of authority.

Vestments

i aders of the liturgy usually wear wmwB.aﬁ :
e m?wnowwwm%v””wm“m set apart to be used only for z.zoEEP exp
vestment ° both the solemnity and joy of wor
Because special vestments are reserved
particular participants, <mmﬁ5mjﬁm @Mn%
symbols. The stole, 2 long strip © :
worn by a priest or bishop over both sho
ders or by a deacon over one shoulder’
to the side, for example, is a symbol of thell
ordination. The Book of Common w AYEl
does not require particular vestments,
allows for the variety of customs of thelog
community. If you visit different nE.._.;_
throughout the year, you'll see a V2 rie
vestments depending on the nrz.ﬂnw..m ity
gical style. If you attend the Zmﬂoi_,
Iyte Festival held each fall at aq&_u
National Cathedral in Washingto’
youll see an amazing display gathet

i he Church Year

~ Then God said, “Let there be Light,” and thére was light. And God say
 that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darknes:

. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. (Genesi
- 1:3-5)

e Church keeps track of time and seasons with a calendar that is diffc
| the familiar calendar of months. Instead of months such as Jan
dseasons such as spring, the Church divides the year by liturgical sea:
mon way to show the Church year
with a calendar wheel as shown on the
t. The year is anchored by two feasts:
istmas Day and Easter Day—that is,
birth of Jesus and Jesus’s resurrection.
' two feast days determine the dates
ie seven seasons of the liturgical year.
§tnas is always December 25 while
Day is the first Sunday after the first
00N after the vernal equinox, March
As you follow the wheel clockwise
ining with Advent, you can see that

The presider wears a poncho-like

garment called a chasuble over a corvice. Stll, some customs, W
white alb along with a long nar- one - O

wp a wearl tole by those who are o1¢
i bric called a stole earing as Y : :

an&smhcwmﬁwrm shoulders. are shared by all Episcopalians.

p y

Calendar Wheel
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iph Lent, Easter, Pente- : the disciples, instituting the sacrament of the Eucharist, and giving the
! istmas, Epiphany, ! commandment, “
oovie e to Advent, Christmas, ; 3 b a color i !
e %M&ma ;. frer Pentecost. Each season 1s associated with
on a
cost, and the Seas

to love one another as I have loved you.”
. cedes the darkes
are visual
in church vestments, altar cloths, and banners. Colors
that we use in chu

This service
t day of the year: Good Friday, the day we commenmc
Christ’s death on the cross,
i bols, of each season. .
reminders, and symbols,

The Liturgical Calendar

The traditional colors for the seasons of the church year are;
Advent~blue or purple

Christmas—-white or gold
Season after Epiphany—green
Lent—purple or linen
Easter—white

Pentecast-red

Season after Pentecost-green

i i us’s
in the Church year with Advent as we wait E. mwwommwmwxﬁm me g
i vmmﬁ o 71d and his return at the end of time. Par i r 8
e ﬁr.m /Mo both a beginning and an end. Advent, o M— .
Advent g wait moﬂa Sundays before Christmas Day. 1.25 typic o
anoBEm.. vwmna m e, for hope of the peace that Christ ﬁwibmm‘.o wo i
gty 999.. “n,o in preparation for welcoming Ooa.m noHEMMH "
e @m“%mﬁ child. The season of Christmas AcmmE.w on il
S Mm MH mﬁ“wm days later on January 6, the mm»mw oM mHMHWu”MMNM Os:mn.. _
by i visi esus in Bethlehem. . :
e et Chrats b, Becnse Chiismas sauneil
adbra H..mEm.B mMOn is either white or gold. The So:.w o?@ﬁwﬂﬂ " cmm :
nmwmvamﬁob_.,;mMo olor of the Feast of Epiphany is white. .won.pm c cm - ]
i Hamm Mu all other days in Epiphany to symbolize life and growtis
green <mmﬁ5m% on Ash Wednesday, the first day .om Lent. conce i
e f Lent is a time of prayer, fasting, mb.m penite o
1.26 mmmmosﬁOn During Lent we renew our noBH.EE.EE ”8 > ¢
Blmc_ow MM MmNN.mmoM .ﬂrm difficult task of living as Christians 1n this wi .
resolve

Good Friday is essential to our celebratio
1at Christ overcomes all death. The day between Good Friday and Eas
§ Holy Saturday, the day that we remember Jesus lay dead in the tomb.

‘this day, we remember Jesus’s absence in the world, so we do not celebr
ist. The Great Easter Vigil begins after sundown on Ho

id before sunrise on Easter Sunday. It is the first service of Easte
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Worship is Giving Thanks to God

Worship reflects a long and rich tradition that goes back to when God first
created the world. It is our response to the many blessings that God gave
us in creation and in Jesus, and continues to give us today. By intentionally
participating in worship with our church families throughout the year, we
return thanks and are shaped into the people God intends us to be.

Transforming Questions

1. Be Attentive: Recall a recent experience in corporate worship. What did
you notice? Include all your senses. Write words that you recall from hymns,
prayers, and readings. What experiences from your week did you bring with
you to worship? What were you thinking and feeling at the time?

2. Be Intelligent: What does your experience of worship mean?

3. Be Reasonable: Bill's interlude, “A Thin Place on Sunday Morning,” talked
about getting tangled up with God. Where have you gotten tangled up with
God? It may not be a spectacular entanglement, but a movement nonetheless.

4. Be Responsible: Does your worship experience suggest a response in your
daily life? What might that be?

5 Be in Love Transformed: The next time you prepare for worship, be ready
to encounter God. Is there something in the experience you described that
is nudging you to act differently to be in that “thin place” of worship?

INTERLUDE
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“\We don’t deserve grace, to be sure,” Jim Naughton of Canticle Communi-
cations reflected, “but what we need to reckon with is the fact that we don’t

recognize it.” He goes on:

It wears the wrong clothes . . . shows up in the wrong places . . . at the
wrong times. It comes in the guise of people we generally avoid. We
hardly notice. We fail to see it for what it is.

We take the word of others—experts, advance teams—for what grace
is and what it isn’t, when we must pay attention and when we can walk
on by.

Perhaps we don't trust ourselves to recognize and respond to grace
when we see it or hear it. Or perhaps life is constructed in such a way
that grace needs references and a spot on our calendar before we can give

it its due.
Henry James once urged readers: “Try to be one of those on whom

nothing is lost.” This is among the few spiritual disciplines that still make

sense to me.*

Let us pray: Guide us, gracious God. May we be attentive to our experience,
to the voices and hearts of those around us; insightful in our interpretation
of what we have been attentive to; reasonable in our judgments; responsible
in our decisions; and always open to inner conversion, to transformation in

your truth and your love.

Be one on whom nothing is lost. Especially grace. Be not among those who'

IS .

hardly notice. Be attentive. Be in Love.

45. Jim Naughton, “An Analogy for Grace,” Episcopal Café, September 25, 2014. https://www

cafe.com/an_analogy_for_grace/
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CHAPTER NINE
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SACRAMENTS: SYMBOLS OF GRACE
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Baptism

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

(Romans 6:3-4)

In the Episcopal Church we baptize in the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy
hrist, the Church. Through baptism we enter a cov-
d who adopts us into God’s family and makes us
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said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from

will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he
“This is my body, which is given
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d out for you is the new

now on |
comes.” Then
broke it and gave it to them, saying,
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poure
Covenant in my blood.” (Luke 22:14-20)

We explored Holy Eucharist in the last chapter in detail. Here, we focus on

the bread and the wine of Eucharist as signs of Jesus’s presence. Holy Eucha-
s in the covenant relationship with God that was initiated at
baptism, and empowers us to witness to God’s love. At the Last Supper, Jesus

these words, “Do this in remembrance of me.”

instituted the Eucharist with
Jesus took the bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them. “This is my
body, which is given for you.™ He instructed his followers to do the same.

The bread and the wine are the outward and visible signs of the inward and
ace of the body and blood of Christ.
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You can hear the doctrine of Real Presence in the words of Eucharistic .
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Confirmation
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Holy Spirit. During the rite of confirmation we reaffirm that we reje
and renew our commitment to Jesus Christ. Just as at baptism, the
gation promises to do all in their power to support the candidates ir

life in Christ. Then together the candidates and the congregation rene
Baptismal Covenant.

Outward and Visible Sign and Inward and Spiritual Grace

After the candidates for confirmation renew the Baptismal Covenar
bishop lays his or her hands on them, asking God to strengthen and d
the candidate and empower him or her for ministry. This follows the ¢
ple of Jesus, who laid his hands on those whom he healed and blessed
times throughout his ministry. This physical contact powerfully illus
the power and protection granted to the one being blessed. The bishoj
prays, asking God to give the candidate strength of the Holy Spirit, pow
ministry, and sustenance for continued life in Christ.

Candidates for confirmation must be baptized members of the Bo
Christ. Because confirmation is a mature commitment to a.life in C
candidates must know about the Christian faith: what Christians believ:
what it means to follow Christ. Candidates must also confess their sin:
be ready to proclaim Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

The outward sign of confirmation is laying on of hands; the inward grace i
strengthening by the Holy Spirit.

Remember that those who are baptized are full members of the Boc

Christ. Confirmation does not complete their initiation, nor is it nece
to be confirmed to receive communion. Confirmation is an opportunit
those who are baptized to make a mature and independent affirmatio
faith, and for the bishop to confirm the blessing of the Church.

Marriage

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love
become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a

single commandment, “You shall Jove your neighbor as yourself.” (Gala-
tians 5:13-14)

people are called to faithful relationships with others. Some are ca

enter a lifelong covenantal union with another person and seek to m
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their vows before God in the Church and receive the blessing of God. The
sacrament that enacts that union is the rite of marriage. In the Episcopal
Church, marriage is the sacramental rite that binds two people before God
and God's people for mutual joy, and with the intention of a lifelong com-
mitment. In this rite, the two pledge their love and lives to one another
before God and the congregation promises to do all their power to support
the couple in their marriage. Often, the couple exchange rings as signs of
the vows by which they bind themselves to each other. The rings are the
outward sign of the inward grace of union. The liturgy with which the two
make their vows and receive the blessing of God s called the Celebration and

Blessing of a Marriage.

The outward sign of marriage is the exchange of rings and vows; the inward
grace is the love of Christ for the Church.

A Covenant Relationship

Marriage is a covenant that mirrors God’s relationship with his chosen peo-
ple and Christ’s relationship to the Church. As we have discussed before,
our relationship with God is a covenant relationship. God initiated a cov-
enant with the Israelites through the Torah in which he promised to be
their God and make them God’s people, requiring them to “be faithful; to
love justice, to do mercy, and to walk humbly with their God” (BCP, 847).
God renewed the covenant through Christ, granting all people salvation
and requiring that we believe in Christ and keep his commandments. n
both the New Covenant through Jesus and the Old Covenant through the ]
Torah, God makes promises and the people are required, but not forced;
to respond. Living in the covenant means acting &8
God’s people. .
Those who marry come to know the scripture:
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greeting of “peace.” God continuall
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Preparing for Reconciliation
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The gospel tells us that the impulse to repent and the desire for forgiveness
spring from God's prior longing for our reconciliation. —Martin L. Smith,
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ness or to grow
so be mending
with oil makes

be receiving the strength to live with an ill
result of living with disease. Healing can al
s. The laying on of hands and anointing
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Ordination

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their syn-
agogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing

every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had com-

passion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plenti-

ful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send
out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:35-38)

Matthew, through the ministry of

This passage from the Gospel according to
dedicated to teaching, proclaim-

Jesus, provides a vision of church leadership
ing the good news, and caring for the people. Faced with the crowds, ‘like

sheep without a shepherd,” Jesus recognizes the need for servant-laborers to
serve the people. Ordination is a gift from God for the care and nurture of
his people and for the proclamation of the Gospel.
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The Sacrament of Ordination
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After the presentation, the candidate declares his or her belief that the
Holy Bible is the word of God and contains all things necessary to salva-
tion and promises to conform to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the
Church. Finally, the congregation expresses its desire that the candidate be
ordained and promises to uphold the priest in his or her ministry. As with all
the other sacraments, ordination is celebrated in community, showing that
the Church is one body in Christ.

Before consecration, when candidates are made priests, the bishop exam-
ines the candidate to determine whether the calling is true. The bishop asks
the candidate to promise to pursue the disciplines necessary to fulfill the
ministry. The bishop ends the examination by asking God to grant the can-
didate the grace and power to fulfill those promises.

At the consecration the bishop gives praise and thanksgiving to God for
God's love and call to us, and the gift of Jesus, the risen Christ. Together,
with other priests present, the bishop lays hands on the candidate and asks
God to grant the candidate the power and grace of the Holy Spirit to make
him or her a priest in the Church. The power and grace of the Holy Spirit is
the inward and spiritual grace of the sacrament of ordination.

Once and Always a Deacon, Priest, or Bishop

Ordination confers a lifelong ministry. Barring renunciation of priestly
vows or deposition of an ordained person from ordained ministry, regard-
less of whether the ordained has a paid position in the Church, a person who
is ordained is ordained until death.

Life as a Sacrament

God is present throughout our lives in both visible and invisible ways. We
might say that all of life is a sacrament. As people of God we live sacramental
lives, receiving God’s grace every day through the many signs of the Holy
Spirit dwelling with us. God uses material things to reach out to us in unlim .. _
ited ways. The embrace of a friend, a gentle smile, sharing a meal, and 8
blessing of a mother to her child are just a few examples. Open your €yes
the world and God’s actions in it. Look for the impresarios in unexp

places. Visible signs will keep you hopeful and give you the grace to;
a holy life. Sacraments—outward signs of God’s grace—are not just i
church buildings. They're everywhere you look. We can all draw close!
God by opening our eyes to them. _
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Transforming Questions
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